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Introduction 


By the middle of the 19th century British dominion had gradually 
extended all over India. The Indian princes, who had practically 
assumed sovereign status on the break up of the Mughal empire, 
submitted one after another to superior British military machine. But 
the empire of the British was not just another foreign oddity in India 
and their military skill was not merely a new expertise. It had a distinct 
economic character of its own. The growth of British power in India 
coincided with a phase of vigorous industrial development in Britain. 
India was to be utilised as a market for British manufacturers, a massive 
source of raw material and a large field for the investment of British 
capital. So Indian resources were soon exploited for British industrial 
progress. India’s traditional economic structure was suitably altered to 
enable her to play the new role. The administration of land was 
commercialised and intermediaries like the Zamindars were created. 
Revenue demands became more exacting and their collection more 
rigid. Indian handicraft industries collapsed in competition against the 
cheap, machine-made products from England. The executive hands of 
the Government penetrated deep into rural India drawing out the 
agricultural products for export. The export of raw material and the 
import of finished goods necessitated an improved system of 
transportation. It resulted in the network of roads, The appearance of 
steamships and the construction of railways. India had to be Anglicised, 
to a certain extent, to fit her into British colonial relations, the laws and 
the judiciary were overhauled with an emphasis on safeguarding the 
extensive new economic transactions. English education was 
introduced to man the vast administrative machinery and fill the junior 
positions of British business agency houses. 

All these changes, effected primarily in British interests, set in, 
nevertheless, a slow process of modernisation in India. They brought 
about the unification of a divers country, the establishment of a highly 
centralised and efficient administration and an acquaintance of Indians 
with Western secular, liberal ideas. A tiny section of Indians, who came 
close to their rulers, were imbibing the critical spirit of the West and felt 
embarrassed at the existence of religious superstitions and social 
injustices. The Evangelical criticism of idolatry and caste, the existence 
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of Suttee and infanticide,/he prevalence of polygamy and the degradation 
of women, upset uneasy consciences. The stirrings of change soon 
followed in India through a series of social and religious reform 
movements during the 19th century. Attempts were made to substantiate 
the ideals of reason and humanism and make them acceptable to the 
masses, by copious references to the Hindu scriptures. Meanwhile, with 
the replacement of Persian by English as official language, there was a 
greater demand for English education. Apart from securing governmental 
employment, the ambitious Indians were interested in acquiring those ideas 
which accounted for the material success of Englishmen. 


From the governmental activities to promote English education arose a 
new middle class - mainly in urban centres - who were fascinated with 
Western social and political theories. At the beginning they were naturally 
obsessed with the advantages of British rule in India rather t £ an 1( f 
disadvantages. In their excitement over the new knowledge, the English 
educated middle class was generally unmindful ot the suffering? of people 
under an alien rule - their hardship and gradual impoverishment. 
However beneath the burnished cover of British adnumstration, 
discontentment was growing in India. Tlie seventy of land revenue 
demands, the periodical famines, the unemployment of artisans, the 
resumption of holdings, the dispossession of the landed aristocrats and 
high-handedness of Government officials - often led to popular risings- 
There were numerous such risings in the Inst hundred years of Bntis. ru t 
in India. They were, however, local and isolated in character, some o eni 
led by the nobility who were refusing to accept the changing patterns ot the 
time and wanted the restoration of the past. But the rising? developedla 
tradition of resistance to foreign rule, culminating in the revolt ot 1W>/. 
The revolt began as a mutiny of the sepoys and grew into an upsurge when 

in many parts of India the common people participated “ 

affected a large part of the country and seriously threatened t ry 
existence of British mlc in India. Mobilising their immense resources, the 
Government were able finally to crush the revolt. But the supp = o 
the revolt did not signify the liquidation of India s resistance to foreign 
domination. HoweveTi. called fora change of leadership “e.hands 
Of the backward-looking landed aristocracy to the rising new middle class. 
Any change of leadership also meant a shift in the style of resistance. 

If physical force was no remedy against British rule, thcn the 
of the British - recently learn, by Indians -could be 
against them. In course of time the English educated Indians we e K 
become conscious of their own rights as well as the duties ,he 
Government. They were familiar with the concepts of nat to' 1 

liberties and constitutional self-government. They 

in the administration of the country and to participate m its governmci 
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and well-being. But their hopes, in the existing circumstances, had only 
a very slender chance of fulfilment. The English education was 
expanding in India - but not the prospect of higher employment for 
Indians. Some eminent Englishmen were sympathetic to Indian 
aspirations but the Government as a whole - had no intention to share 
any power with the ruled. After the revolt ol 1857 the pressure of 
British rule on India was mounting and not relaxing. This was borne- 
out be a series of desperate peasant and tribal uprisings. The 
administration of land continued to be oppressive and the cultivator, 
were left at the mercy of landlords and money-lenders. There was 
prolonged stagnation in agricultural products in the absence ol any 
attempt at improvement. The ruin of indigenous handicraft industries 
forced the unemployed craftsmen to move towards agriculture. The 
influx increased the pressure on land and deepened the economic crisis. 
The country suffered perpetually from extreme [xwerty which led to 
poor health of its inhabitants, low life expectancy and infant mortality. 
DroughLs often led to famine in which millions of people died. 
Industrial and commercial enterprises were stiffed by the tariff policy of 
the Government - favouring only British goods. The military expenses 
of Britian’s imperialist wars and the rising cost of a foreign bureaucracy 
were added to the financial burdens of the people. To make matters 
worse, the rulers adopted an attitude of racial arrogance. 


The Indian intelligentsia had to take all these stem realities into 
account. Their admiration for British rule was slowly turning into 
murmurs of disapproval. The changing mood was apparent from their 
setting up of local associations and their drafting of appeals for the 
removal of local grievances. The English educated Indian middle class, 
however, genuinely believed that the evils of administration and the 
hardship of people would be remedied if higher authorities in India and 
England were apprised of the situation. They were convinced that the 
freedom-loving, law-abiding Britain would not tolerate any "un-British" 
rule in India. The growth of resentment of the new middle class was 


supplemented by their sense of solidarity. They had common 
aspirations and attitudes throughout the country and they could take an 
all-India view. This realisation of the pioneers of India nationalism and 
their urge for a common forum led to the birth of the Indian National 
Congress in Bombay in 1885. It grew in strength year by year to play a 
significant role in the spread of nationalist ideas. Simultaneously the 
Indian Press became vocal and acted, in the face of governmental 
suppression, as organs of nationalist propaganda. The enthusiasm of the 
intelligentsia also continued to reflect, as it did during the earlier phase 
in the endeavours tor religious and social reforms, in philosophy and 
literature and in the extension of education. The cause of general 
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education was vigorously advocated, orthodoxy was persistently 
challenged and a broad humanisitc nationalist trend was generally 
upheld. All these activities were, however, confined to a minority in 
Indian society, without affecting the vast majority of the people. But it 
is always the minority who has to take initiative in bold ventures. 

The Congress began as a body of moderate liberal opinion, 
advocating representative Legislatures, Indianisalion of the services, 
reduction of military expenditure, decrease in the burden of the 
cultivators, defence of civil rights and such other reforms. They passed 
resolutions, sent memorials to the Government and made speeches. 
They scrupulously conformed to the norms of Constitutional agitation, 
exposed-through their writings-the exploiting characters of British rule 
and educated the country politically. But the moderate leadership of the 
Congress had a narrow social base. It was drawn mainly from the 
professional groups like lawyers, doctors and journalists and their 
influence was limited mainly from the professional groups like lawyers, 
doctors and journalists and their influence was limited mainly to the 
urban educated Indians. Their protests were too mild and criticisms too 
friendly to evoke any response from the British Raj. This 
ineffectiveness of moderate politics led soon to the formulation ot 
extremist ideas. The feeling, that the British should be pressurised 
rather than cajoled, gained ground. The appeal for constitutional 
concessions, it was thought now, should be replaced by demands for 
Swaraj. The Extremists emphasised sacrifice and suffering for the 
cause of the Motherland and explored new methods ot political action. 
The Government expressed its annoyance by attacking the ideals ol 
local self-government, educational autonomy and freedom of the press. 
When it proceeded further to partition Bengal in 1905 in the name ot 
administrative convenience, but really to weaken political 
consciousness, the anti-partition agitation shook the entire country. The 
cull of Swadeshi and Boycott appeared, invigorating Indian industrial 
enterprise and stimulating patriotic trends in arts and literature. When 
the Government retaliated with repressive measures, the militants 
among the nationalist took to bombs, pistols and individual acts ot 
terrorism. Secret societies sprang up in different parts ot India and 
revolutionary centres were established abroad to obtain foreign 
assistance. The daring plans of the revolutionaries, particularly during 
the First World War, their indifference to death and acts of heroism, 
deeply impressed the people. But still the masses in India were not 
mobilised into political action. The increase in the extremist ranks 
following the Swadeshi movement, certainly extended the social base ot 
Indian national movement through the participation ol the lower middle 
class. The Home Rule Leaguers, who agitated lor lull self- government 
were also' joined by poorer classes and women took an increasing 
interest in the political situation. Yet the days ot anti-British mass 
movement did not arrive in India till the coming of Gandhiji. 

Meanwhile the Indian temper was changing. The imperial giant, 
awe-inspiring to average Indians, was turning out to be not such a giant 
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after all. Disillusioned by British talk of concessions, pressed by was 
shortages and soaring prices and dazzled by the Russian Revolution and 
the example of the United States, India was growing restless, expectant 
and sensitive. In this atmosphere the meagre British grant of 
constitutional rights in 1919 was virtually lost sight of. The infamous 
Rowlatt Bills-designed to disrupt the basic civic rights of Indians - 
supplied an occasion and Gandhiji gave the call of hartal throughout the 
country. The response was surprisingly wide-spread and the British 
Government hit back, particularly in the Punjab - where the unrest was 
at its climax. The Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the oppressive 
Martial Law regime coincided with the allied decision to dismember 
Turkey in defiance of Muslim public opinion in India. Gandhiji gave 
the lead by propounding the programme of non-violent, 
non-cooperation and large sections of the people followed him. Out of 
the mass upsurge of 1921-22 a determined people emerged, fearless of 
British gaols, Lathi charges and firings. 


There was an uneasy lull following the Non-cooperation 
movement. Soon it was broken by fresh activities and the struggle for 
freedom renewed in the assemblies, under the inadequate reforms of 
1919, and outside among the masses. The violent acts of individual 
heroism re-appeared and the appointment of an "all-White" Simon 
Commission to enquire into India’s constitutional position was strongly 
resented. The country was again in ferment and the Communists who 
had been gaining strength for some time, organised workers agitation in 
several parts of the country. There was also a marked growth of 
agrarian discontent and increase in peasant agitations. In alarm the 
Government rounded up the communists, banned and broke their 
organisation and tried to suppress the rising peasantry. The Congress - 
in the meantime - hotly debated its political objective - Dominion 
Status or complete Independence. It decided in December 1928 to give 
the Government an ultimatum for granting Dominion Status to the 
country within one year. Failing this the Congress would begin a 
campaign tor civil disobedience. The British response was merely to 
initiate discussions in Round Table Conferences for the Constitutional 
future, but not to guarantee India’s elevation to the Dominion Status. 

tic Congress had no alternative but to follow up their ultimatum. It 
demanded complete Independence and prepared fora civil disobedience 
movement The struggle started when Gandhiji began his historic 

0 , h D,, ; d ''° dcf y ,b0 Sa " la '«- The ag.laliou spread quickly and 
reached the farthest areas of the country. The participation of people 

particularly of women, was unprecedented. The movement forced the 
Government to a pad. The agreement was short-lived and the Congress 
had to resume its agitation and continue it till 1934 . h 
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In 1935 Government of India Act -vas passed conceding limited 
autonomy to the provinces and providing tor a federal structure. It also 
reserved wide discretions in the hands of the provincial Governors and 
arranged for little responsible Government at the Centre. The Congress 
was dissatisfied with the constitution but decided to allow it a trial. 
Eventually it swept the polls in most of the provinces and formed 
ministries. The political situation at this point was undergoing a process 
of radicalisation. It was reflected in the birth of the Congress Socialist 
Party, the resumption of activities of the communists, the organisation 
of the Kisan Sabhas and the spread of trade-unionism. 

The beginning of the Second World War created a new situation in 
which Britain committed India to belligerency without any consultation 
with Indians. The Congress ministries in the provinces resigned in 
protest But Britain paid no heed to the Congress inclination to 
cooperate with the war efforts if India was granted independence. 
When all attempts at a reasonable settlement tailed the Congress began 
the individual Satyagraha movement, culminating later into the Uui 
India" Movement (August 1942). The spontaneous popular upsurge ol 
1942 the creation of the Indian National Army and the mutiny of the 
naval ratings left nobody in doubt as to the imminence of Indiai» 
attainment of freedom. What had to be decided was only the form o 
the transfer of power. This was, however, not easy to determine 

because of a lon^dniwn British imperial policy ° f d ‘ v,d * . 

heterogenous society. The British grant of "separate electorate , tor 

instance under the Act of 1909 led inevitably ' o thc,r " 0 "^ 
award" of 1932. And, throughout, caste and communal “ 

developed in India in the name of safeguarding community interest 
Their conflicting claims always afforded opportunities to h authonties 
to evade the issue of self-government on the ground of M " d,su ‘^ 
The rise of communal politics lurtber worsened the situation. 1 he 
Muslim League formulated the theory that the Hindus and 
India were in fact, two diflercnt nations. This unscicnti c 
interpretation was matched by the Hindi coimnunal.st outcry that o. ly 

Hindus. All negotiations for the transfer of po\ , & 

the Second World War, led to recurrent deadlocks on the Paki * 

Thenitra ns.gencc of the Muslim League, the 

cominunalfiotingandthe^irreffccriv^ regret ft,lly , 0 

the'belieHhat nothing short of the partition of the country would secure 
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a workable constitution. The Mountbatten Plan, dividing India and 
constituting the Muslim majority areas with a separate State, was 
therefore accepted. On 15th August, 1947 India emerged as a free 
democratic country. 

The history of the Indian national movement is essentially the 
history of the heroic struggle of the Indian people for freedom. There 

were many twists and set-backs in its course. But at every stage there 
were leaders worthy of the cause. 
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The growth of the British power in India was smooth and the alien 
rulers met - like all imperial powers in vanquished countries - with a 
continuous resistance from the conquered people. Seldom in the years 
between 1757 and 1856 was the country free from the armed rebellions 
- creating local traditions of struggle against the foreign rule. Itemised 
below are some of the epoch-making events of the period: 

The Sanyasi Rebellion 
(1763-1800) 


The anti-British Hindu Sanyasis and Muslim Fakirs commenced 
their annual incursions into Bengal from 1763 and received 
spontaneous support from the slaving peasantry, the dispossessed 
Zammdars and the disbanded soldiers. The economic distress 
ollowmg the famine of 1770, drove a large number of people to join 

Ind BZ aMS 'T^ Cy , gradU o lly 0 u Wr ' ran Ril " gI,Ur - Dscca ' Mymensingh 
and Bogra. The strong Bntish detachments frequently engaged the 

oueTr a, B ',T 8 " d WcS,Cm Bcn e al ’ hut the rebellion could not £ 

fron Re *7 I'nT’ 8 '’ lhC Sanyasis shifted their scene of operations 

Bntish Pr0bab,) ' j ° inCd ,he Mara,has against the 


THE CHUAR UPRISING 
(1767-1809) 

as •' 

expeditions against the Chuats 

and a Midnapore. n Vhe^r rebellion'took '“^^"k^om^IJankura 

view of their right .nthrCs ' ,alS "** CO " ,pC,,Cd *° ' akc a «■*«* 

™92^79 V 9° LT ° F VIRAPANDYA KATTABOMMAN 
T1 rniic'lvc'b 'districtat'a^b me' whe*^ """ ° f Pa "^ a Ia„kurichi 

owed allegiance o " eI" 7," chicfIa - *■ South - 

me India Company and paid 
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Kattabomman was the Oiler of Panchalankurichi in Tirunelveli district 
at a time when the various chieftains in South India owned allegiance to 
the East India Company and paid taxes. Kattabomman’s adamant 
refusal to accept the British authority led to attempts by the Company’s 
troops to humble and capture him without any success. However, the 
struggle being unequal, defiant Kattabomman was caught and hanged 
by the British in 1799. 

THE PAIR REBELLION OF ORISSA 
(1804-1817) 

The Paiks of Orissa were a kind of militia who occupied lands 
under the Zamindars - exempt from rent in lieu of their services. 
Following the British occupation of Orissa in 1803 the Paik lands were 
resumed and they, like all landed classes including the Zamindars, were 
subjected to oppressive British land assessment and sale laws. Popular 
discontent manifested itself in Khurda district - whose Raja, suffering 
under the acquisitive British, planned a rebellion in 1804 with the aid of 
the Paiks. The territory of the Raja was confiscated following the 
discovery of the plot, but the disaffection continued till the Paiks rose in 
rebellion in 1817 under the leadership of Jagabandhu. They over-rail 
Banpur, defeated British forces and occupied Puri. The members of the 
rising died only through fierce use of force and liberal assurances on the 
part of the rulers. 

REVOLT OF DEWAN VELU THAMBI 
(1808-1809) 

The pressure of the British subsidiary system of the finances ot 
Travancorc state and the highhandedness of the British Resident there 
led Vclu Thambi, the able Dewan of Travancorc, to assume an 
anti-British attitude. When the British, sensing danger, asked lor the 
removal of the Dewan and actually despatched a strong contingent from 
Madras, Vclu Thambi raised the standard of revolt in December 1808. 
His followers fought the British forces at Quilon and tried to capture 
Cochin. Engagements continued till Trivandrum fell to the British 
forces in February 1809 and Velu Thambi was found in his forest refuge 

succumbing to injuries. 

THE REBELLION OF THE TALUQDARS OF ALIGARH 


(1814-1817) , . , . 

.The excessive enhancement of land revenue and the rise of sales 

for arrears led to the rebellion of the Taluqdars or Aligarh. In 1814 the 

British employed their forces to discipline the refractory land holders. 

The situation grew worse when in 1817 the Government decided upon 

reducing the strength of the leading Taluqdar - Dayaram of Hathras. 

Dayaram stubbornly resisted a formidable British siege of the tort ot 

Hathras and finally escaped when the fall was imminent. The rebellious 

Taluqdars were brought under control only gradually and through the 
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use of force. 


THE JAT UPRISING 
(1809-1831) 

III Haryana the Jats, particularly of Bijwani, rose in rebellion 
against the newly established British authority and fought the British 
forces grimly but unsuccessfully in August 1809. There was peace for 
sometime till 1824 when the failure of autumnal harvest and the rumour 
of a decline of British power in the first Burmese was encouraged the 
Jats to rise again. The insurgents proclaimed the end of British 
authority and resisted the superior British army for some time. 


THE RISING OF THE BHILS 
(1818-1831) 

The wild Bhils, scattered in the chain of Ghats, were suspicious of 
the British occupation of Khandesh in 1818. They defied the British 
authorities from the beginning, commenced their predatory raids on 
British posts, engaged the Government troops in jungle was and 
sullcrcd defiantly the fierce retribution. The rising was controlled only 
when the Government followed a policy of conciliation. 

THE RISINGS AT KITTUR 
(1824-1829) 


When the Dcsai of Kittur in Bclgaum died without any issue, 

Channamma the step-mother of the late Desai, apprehended a lapse of 

succession and revolted in 1824. The British suppressed it with a stronu 

hand and administered the Kittur territory. In 1829 Royappa a 

participant of the revolt of 1824, called for the restoration ’ of 

independence lo Kiltur and valiantly fought for it. He was eventually 
caught and hanged. 3 

THE BUNDELA RISING 
(1818-1842) 

R ..J, hC BuncJc,a landholders of Saugar and Damoh came under the 
British authority in 1818 and were unhappy with British land 
settlements. When served with decrees from the civil courts of Saugar 
they rose in revolt in 1842 under Madhukar Shah, killed police officials 

h d C 1 ,hc ad,ni,,is,ra,i °n- The rising subsided after one year 

when Madhukar Shah was captured and executed. ^ 

THE GAE>KA RI REBELLION OF KOLHAPUR 
(: -1844) 

Th f. Bnl, * h settlement of Salara district resulted in the extensive 

MaXLdfa tldi^lt a paS‘C.hc 

dS e ,L R vn apUr S,3,C Dur ' Mr “* ^aris r'voltcd in 1844 

- r 3£ zrJ 
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strong British re in force me lit. 

THE SANTAL REBELLION 
(1855) 

The industrious Santa] tribe, occupying IDq plans skirting 
Rajmaha 1 hills, were agitated against the oppression of the 
Mahajans. They turned anti-British when they found that the 
Government and "the White people" were only anxious to protect 
their oppressors. Led by Sidhu and Kanhu, the Santals, in June 
1855, decided to take possession of the area and set up a government 
of their own. The overran Birbhuni, Rajmahal, Bhagalpur and 
Murshidabad, defeating the British forces repeatedly. It was only by 
transferring the disturbed area to the military, resorting to regular 
military campaigns and subjecting them to inhuman barbarities that 
the Government could suppress the rebellion. 


THE REVOLT OF 1857 

The natural distaste of the Indian people lor a loreign 
government and their numerous local attempts at resistance were 
bound sometime to culminate in a widespread explosion. This came 
in 1857 with the outbreak of a great revolt shaking the British 
authority to its foundations. The revolt was due to the accumulated 

grievances of all classes of people, barring a j snial ’ n1, ” or ' t >; 
absorbed in determining their response to Western ideas The Britis 
dispossessed and humiliated a number of Indians rulers by their 

annexationist policy. The Government also created 

section by displacing a large number of Ta uqdars andI Zamindar 

from their estates. Men engaged in cultura and ' cl ' b . 1 , h 
lost their livelihood with the loss of authority ol their patrons th 
Indian chiefs The middle class was hard hit by their exclusion from 
the well paid posts in the administration. Further tCompjny s 
expansive control over trade and production squeezed out k ind 
merchants, ruined the indigenous handicrafts an .mpo«n*h be 
artisans The British land revenue policies transformed the pea. 
proprietors into tcnants-a.-will and subjected them to high revenue 
demand and oppressions of corrupt officials and lower law courts 
The inflammable situation reached a Hash point when unrest sprea 

in the army The agriculturists-turned-lndian soldiers were ,ll-pa,d 

by the Government and ill-treated by their "white" olticcrx. A good 
number of them came from Avadh-thc British occupation of which 
,w! widely resented. The greased cartridges tor the new 
infield rilles smeared with cow’s and pig’s fatal,d repugnant to both 
Hfildusand' Muslims, finally supplied the spark. The sepoys 
complaints were thus charged with a religious passion and their 
mutiny provided the underground discontent an occasion to come in 

the open. 
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Following the visible excitement at Barrackporc and Berhamporc, 
the sepoys mutinied at Meerut on 10 May, 1857. It eventually led to a 
revolt engulfing an area from the Punjab in the North and the Narmada 
in the South to Bihar in the East and Rajputana and Gujarat in the West. 
The Meerut soldiers killed their British officers and set off for Delhi and 
turned the city into a rallying point by proclaiming the aged Bahadur 
Shah as the Emperor of Hindustan. TTie mutiny, backed up by the 
civilian soon became a popular war against the British authority. The 
wide participation of the common men and the Hindu-Muslim unity 
were its real strength. But the rebels had to follow the existing feudal 
leadership in the absence of new anti-British leaders. Besides, the 
outburst was spontaneous and its climate nostalgic. The instance of 
Delhi was soon repeated at Nasirabad. Bareilly, Kanpur, Jhansi, 
Lucknow and Arrah. Upset by an initial set-back the British, at the 
height of their power and supported by most of the Indian rulers, proved 
militarily too strong for the rebcls-short of weapons, organisation and 
discipline. The operational highlights were the seige of Delhi and its 
fall, the engagements round Kanpur and Lucknow, the Central Indian 
campaigns of Tatya Tope and the Rani of Jhansi and the adventures of 
Kunwar Singh. The revolt practically ended with the British 
occupation of Gwalior (June 1858) although its reverberations 
continued till the end of 1859. 


The British re-conquered India with savage reprisals but the 

revolt had not been in vain. Its memories sustained patriotism in the 

country and inspired the people in bondage. Though it was a 

desperate bid to liberate India in the traditional way, the revolt was 

the first great struggle of the Indian people for freedom from British 
imperialism. 

BAHADUR SHAH ZAFAR 
(1775-1862) 


The last ot the Mughal Emperors Abu Zafar Muhammad Sirajuddin 

Bahadur Shah succeeded his father. Akbar Shah II, to the throne of 

elhi m 1837. For all practical purposes, however, the authority of 

Bahadur Shah remained confined only to the four walls of Red Fort 

Wei! versed in Urdu, Persian and Arabic, an excellent calligraphic 

Bahadur Shah, earned fame as a poet and adopted Zafar as a poetic 

sobriquet. Himself a scholar, he patronised men of letters and held their 
meetings in his place. 


Following the outbreak in Meerut on 10 May 1857 the rebels 
nishcd to Delhi rallied round Bahadur Shah and proclaimed him the 

r t , r h > ah '’* H : ndUS,an - Accc P l,n g as •he symbol of unity every 
rebel leader in the country raised the banner of revolt in his name. 

When Delhi was recaptured in September 1857 by the British. 
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Bahadur Shah was ousted and tried by a military court. He was 
convicted for treason, conspiracy, rebellion and murder and ultimately 
exiled to Rangoon. Bahadur Shah- throughout the period of exile 
longed to return to his home land. Before his death in Rangoon he 
wrote : 

Kjtna hai badnaseeb Zafar dafn kc lie 

Do ga/ Zamecn bhi na mili Kooi yar mein. 

(How unfortunate is Zafar that he could not even be buried near his 
loved ones). 

KUNWAR SINGH 

(1777-1858) 

Born in a noble Rajput family, Kunwar Singh was the proprietor of 
extensive estates at Jagdishpur of Shahabad in Bihar. An illiterate 
infirm and old, he was natural leader of men and popular landlord. He 
rose in revolt in 1857 when the British threatened to confiscate his lands 
and assumed the leadership of the rebellious Sepoys. He stormed Arrab 
but had to fall back upon his ancestral castle-which the British 
eventually destroyed. Kunwar Singh took to the hills of Rohtas when 
Delhi fell into the hands of the rebels. Realising that the war would be 
won or lost in Northern India and not in the lower provinces, he 
marched towards Delhi. He reached Kalpi at the invitation of Nana 
Saheb and came to Lucknow following Tatya Tope’s deteat. Already 
developed into a dashing commander, he defeated the British forces 
twice while occupying A/amgarh in February 1858. When the arrival 
of British reinforcement made his position at Azamgarh hopeless, 
Kunwar Singh decided to move back towards Bihar. Keeping the 
enemy at bay by brilliant rear guard actions he reached Arrah-where the 
British hoped to intercept him. On 23 April 1858 Kunwar inflicted a 
crushing defeat on Lc Grand’s troops and expired the following day as a 
victor. 

TATYA TOPE 
(1819-1859) 

Ramchandra Panduranga, alias Tatya Tope, was one ol the lew 
military leaders of ability on the rebel side during the Revolt of 1857. A 
Deshastha Brahmin, Tatya was a personal adherent of Nana Saheb an 
was bound to his person by tics of loyalty and gratitude. Following the 
rising of Kanpur he commanded at the battle of Bithur on 16 Marc 
1857 which was won by Havelock. After the British-rcoccupation o 
Kanpur Tatya progressed with the Gwalior contingent and torce 
General Windham to retreat from Kanpur. But soon his forces were 
defeated b> Sir John Cambell. When Jhansi was besieged by the British 
forces Tatya collected 20,(MXJ men and came to the rescue of Ram 
Lakshmi Bai. Sir Huge Rose, however, dispersed his army. Later Iatya 
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sieged the tort of Gwalior with the help of Scindia, but Sir Huge Rose 
rc-took it. Tatya then escaped to Central India and was defeated by 
General Napier’s troops. Resourceful and intelligent, Tatya had a 
natural instinct for guerilla tactics and evaded British pursuits lor ten 
months in Rajasthan and Bundclkband. He was betrayed into the 
hands of Captain Meade in the Paron jungles by his friend, 
Mansingh. He was tried, convicted and executed at Shivpuri on 18 
April 1859. 

NANA SAHEB 
( 1820 - 1859 ) 

Dhondopant, popularly known as Nana Sahcb, was an adopted son 
of Peshwa Baji Rao II and the heir to the dispossessed late Peshwa’s 
title and estate. Living at Bithur near Kanpur, Nana resented the 
gradual loss of his status and the consequent humiliation. In vain he 
pleaded with the British for the restoration of his position and sent his 
agent to influence the authorities in England. Outwardly maintaining 
his composure, an aggrieved Nana retired to the monotony of a 
circumscribed life till June 1857 when the rebels at Kanpur made him 
their leader. Following the British surrender he took over Kanpur, 
revived Indian administration and proclaimed himself the Peshwa. 
When Havelock’s forces came to rc-occupy Kanpur, Nana grimly 
fought back, but lost the battle and evacuated Bithur. Crossing over to 
Oudh, he came to Kalpi and re-organised his men under Tatya Tope in a 
bid to re-capture Kanpur. The attempt was, however, frustrated by Sir 
Colin Campbell in November 1857. Thereafter, Nana, pursued by his 
enemies, was on the run from Farukhabad to Bareilly and Bahraich but 
refusing to give up his hope. At the end of 1858 he was forced by the 
British army to take refuge in the ncpalese terrain. The defiant Nana 
Sahcb died as a free man, probably in 1859, in spite of all the British 
attempts for his capture. 

RANI LAKSHMI BAI 
( 1835 - 1858 ) 

Rani Lakshmi Bai, the second wife of the ruler of Jhansi, 
Gangadhar Rao, was bom probably at Banaras. When her husband died 
without issue in 1853 she was not permitted by the British authorities to 
adopt a successor. Her territory was later annexed under the "right of 
lapse" and a mere pension was offered to her. She was reported to have 
declared then : "Mcra Jhansi nahi dungi" (I shall not surrender my 
Jhansi). When the revolt started the spirited Rani was drawn into the • 
thick of the struggle and she became the authority of her region She 
heroically defended Jhansi against Sir Huge Rose’s protracted siege 
although ultimately she had to escape. Later Rani Lakshmi Bai joined 
Tatya Tope and surprised the British by their capture of Gwalior. When 
Sir Huge rose renewed the British attack on Gwalior Fort, the 
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Rani-fighting valiantly-was killed in action. An estimate of the Rani’s 
heroic personality has thus been made by Sir Huge Rose himself: ...the 
high descent of the Rani, her unbound liberality to her troops and 
retainers and her fortitude which no reserves could shake, rendered her 
an influential and dangerous adversary". 

AZIMULLA KHAN 
( 7 - 1859 ) 

The handsome young Azimulla Khan was brought up in a Muslim 
orphanage and was probably educated in a school at Kanpur where he 
learnt English and French. From his humble origin, Azimulla rose to 
the position of Nana Saheb of Pcshwa Bahadur’s agent, went to 
England to plead for his employer’s pension case and stayed there for 
over two years. On the return journey he visited France and the Crimea 
and witnessed the military operations there. 

A confidential advisor to Nana Saheb, Azimulla played role in 
organising the Revolt of 1857 at Kanpur. He toured the important 
stations in Northern India and advocated Hindu-Muslim unity. 
Letters of Azimulla, found in Bithur, were later published. A diary, 
depicting the court life of Baji Rao II and Nana Saheb, was also 
ascribed to him. There is a controversy over his role in the Kanpur 
massacre. But Azimulla very competently planned and led the 
outbreak and tried his best to secure help from Turkey and Egypt 
against the English. After the failure of the revolt, Azimulla 
accompanied his master, Nana Saheb, to Nepal. There he died in 
October 1859 following illness. 


MANGAL PANDE 
( 7 - 1857 ) 

A young sepoy of the 34th infantry stationed at Barrackpore, 
Mangal Pandc had a good record of about seven years’ service. He was 
aware of the mutinous behaviour of his compatriots at Berhamporc and 
learnt about the greasing of cartidges with pig’s and cow’s fat-an idea 
most repugnant to the sepoy’s religious feelings. It was also rumoure 
that the Government suspected the sepoys of treachcr and called tor 
European troops to disram them. On 29 March, 1857, Pandc created a 
commotion by appealing to his comrades to oppose the use of glased 
cartidges. Seeing this, the Sergeant-Major ordered his arrest whic 
nobody cared to carry out. It was at this point that Pandc attacked the 
Scmeant-Major and wounded him and one Lieutenant Baugh in a tight. 
Thereafter arrived the Officer Commanding, General Hearscry, on he 
scene and Pandc came to realise that his end was near. He then called 
upon his comrades to come to his aid and, seeing that nobody was 
responding, tried to commit suicide by shooting himself. But his wound 
was not fatal. He was sent to hospital and in due course was 
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court-martialled and hanged. Mangal Pande was the fust martyr of the 
revolt of 1857. 

The Pioneers 

The revolt of 1857 was proved to be a turning point for the political 
developments in India. Thereafter the leadership of Indian resistance to 
British rule was transferred from the hands of the traditional landed 
upper classes to the English educated community - full of new ideas 
about nationalism, civil liberty and constitutional self-government. 
This became clear when the Indian intelligentsia began to raise political 
and administrative issues in a concrete form and organised political 
associations such as the East India Association in London (1866), the 
Sarvajanik Sabha at Poona (1870), the Indian Association in Calcutta 
(1876), the Mahajana Sabha in Madras (1884) and the Presidency 
Association in Bombay (1885). Through these organisations and the 
Indian press the new public figures were spreading nationalist views on 
various problems affecting the country. They focussed criticism on 
questions like the abolition of revenue tariff-giving Lancashire cotton 
goods in advantage over India-the expansionist Afghan war straining 
the Indian exchequer, the Arms Act rendering the Indians defenceless, 
the Vernacular Press Act seeking to curb the criticism of the 
Government and the reduction of the age limit for the civil service 
examination making it difficult for Indians to complete in England. 
However, all these associations were local and not national. The 
politically conscious Indians were therefore becoming aware of the 
need for an all-India organisation, for a forum for drafting a common 
political programme. The first conference met at Bombay on 28 
December, 1885 under the name - Indian National Congress - with W.C. 
Bannerjec as President and A.O. Hume and K.T. Tclang as Secretaries. 
Thus came into existence a national political organisation, which was to 
guide subsequently India’s struggle for freedom. It grew in strength 
year by year under the pioneer leaders, who, apart from raising the 
political and economic grievances of the countiy, worked for the 
development and consolidation of the feeling of national 
unity-irrespective of region, caste or religion. National unification was 
the precondition for the task of national liberation. 

DADABHAI NAOROJI 

( 1825 - 1917 ) 

Born in a Parsi priestly family in Bombay, Dadabhai Naoroji was 
the first Indian lecturer at Elphinstone Institute. In 1856 he proceeded 
to England to manage the business interests of Cama & Co., and later he 
became a partner of this concern. During the first twelve years of his 
stay in London, he vigorously applied himself to the task of educating 
Englishmen, in and out of the Parliament, on all matters affecting India. 
He founded the East India Association in 1867 for this purpose. 
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Returning to India in 1869, he kept himself busy in public life. In 
1876 he accepted the Dewanship of the Baroda State but left it on 
account of his differences with the British Resident. 

Naoroji started the Rast Goftar, and founded about thirty 
institutions, designed to promote the political and social advancement 
of the country. In 1885 be was nominated to the Bombay Legislative 
Council and in 1892 he became the first Indian to be elected to the 
House of Commons-where he fervently pleaded the cause of his 
country. 

Naoroji, popularly known as the "Grand Old Man of India" was 
thrice chosen President of the Indian National Congress in 1886, 1892 
and 1906. His was a simple but heroic life devoutly dedicated to the 
services of his country. Naoroji was also the author of scholarly books 
on the political and socio-economic aspects of India. 

ALLAN OCTAVIAN HUME 


( 1892 - 1912 ) 

Born in a liberal Scottish family, Hume joined the Bengal Civil 
Service in 1849. He first served at Elawah and then became the 
Customs Commissioner and Secretary in the Revenue, Agriculture and 
Commerce Departments of the Government of India. As a Government 
Officer he was anxious to remove the social maladies of the country and 
was very sympathetic towards its people. He also helped in bringing out 
the organ, the People’s Friend. But his liberal views did not find favour 
with his superiors and he had to seek retirement in 1882. 

Sympathetic towards the aspiratioas of the Indians Humc,^ in March 
1882, called upon the Calcutta University graduates to make "a resolute 
struggle to secure freedom for themselves and their country". Hjs appeal 
did not go in vain and the Indian National Congress was formed, large y 
through his initiative, in 1885. Hume in fact went to London and 
successfully enlisted the support of the responsible persons there in tavour 
of the Congress. He was the guiding spirit of the first session of the 
Congress held at Bombay in December 1885 and for several years 
devoutly served as its General Secretary. In 1889 he helped m the setting 
up of the British Committee of the Congress in London which started it 
journal, India. In 1894 Hume associated himself with it on his return o 
England and worked for India till he passes away. 

BADRUDDIN TYABJI 


(184 Sc 1 icmt ) f a rich family of Bombay, Tyabji joined the Middk Tempk 
in London and was called to the Bar in 1867. He set up a lucrati 
practice at the Bombay High Court as its first Indian barrister and was 
nominated to the Bombay Legislative Council in 1882. He was elevated 
to the-Bench as a High Court Judge in 1894. 
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One of the founders of the Bombay Presidency Association and 
the Indian National Congress, Tyabji become President at the third 
Congress session in Madras in 1887. He also pleaded strongly tor the 
introduction of Lord Ripon’s liberal local self-government policy 
into the Bombay Presidency. First, as the Secretary of the 
Anjuman-i-Islam of Bombay and later, as its President, he able 
served his co-religionists in the twin cause of educational 
advancement and social reform. He was always anxious for 
promoting the position of women in all walks of life. While 
presiding over the Muhammadan Educational Conference at Bombay 
in 1903 Tyabji strongly pleaded for the education of women. 

WOMESH CHUNDER BONNERJEE 
( 1844 - 1906 ) 

Born in Calcutta, Womesh Chunder Bonneijec joined the Middle 
Temple in England and was called to the Bar in 1867. He set up his 
practice at the Calcutta High Court as one of its First Indian barristers 
and became so successful that he was made the standing counsel of the 
Government. Thrice he was offered a scat on the Bench which he 
declined. As Fellow of the Calcutta University, he also represented it in 
the Bengal Legislative Council. 


It was the proud privilege of Bonnerjce to become the first 
Congress President at Bombay in 1885. In 1892 he again presided over 
the Congress session at Allahabad. Bonnerjee lavishly spent money on 
the Congress activities, both in India and in England. He left India in 
1902 to settle in England and to practise before the Privy Council. 
Even there he gave all his time and resources ungrudgingly to the 
national cause. He financed the British Committee of the Congress in 
London and its journal, India, for many years. Till the last breath of his 
life in 1906 he worked for the advancement of his country’s cause. 

PHEROZSHAH MEHTA 
( 1845 - 1915 ) 

Born in a middle class Parsi family of Bombay, Mehta studied law 
in England and set up a very successful practice in Bombay. He was 
elected Municipal Commissioner of the Bombay Corporation in 1873 
and later became its chairman. He was largely responsible for the Acts 
of 1872 and 1888, of which the latter could rightly be called the ’Magna 
Carta of municipal freedom. As a member he dominated the 
proceedings of the Bombay Legislative Council from 1886 and that of 
the Imperial Council of India from 1893. 


r ^ ° n xT° f thC foundcrs of the Bombay Presidency Association and the 
Indian National Congress, Mehta presided over the Congress session at 
Calcutta tn 1890. He was the Chairman, Reception CommitteTof "he 
Congress session in Bombay, in 1904. He visited England in 
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connection with the Congress propaganda and took keen interest in the 
welfare of the Indians overseas. As a Fellow of the Bombay University 
he evinced keen interest in higher education. He also emerged as a 
pioneer of the Swadeshi and founded the famous Bombay Chronicle in 
1913. 

Mehta was stalwar of the Moderate school who dominated the 
political stage of India till 1915. 

M. RAHIMTULLA SAY AM 
1847-1902 

Coming from a respectable family of Bombay, Sayani was the first 
Muslim to obtain a Master’s degree. Thereafter, he earned his law 
degree and became the Justice of Peace and a Fellow of the Bombay 
University. He become the Sheriff of Bombay in 1885, and three years 
later was elected the President of the Municipal Corporation. The same 
year he made bis way into the Bombay Legislative Council. He was 
elected to the Imperial Legislative Council in 1896 and distinguished 
himself as a nationalist law-maker. 

For several years Sayani served the pioneer educational institution 
Anjuman-e-Islam, as its Secretary, and later as Vice President. He 
presided over the Bombay Provincial Conference at Ahmedabad in 
1893 and strongly pleaded for the cause of communal harmony. A 
regular participant in the deliberations of the Indian National Congress 
and one of its eminent spokesmen in the early phase, Sayani was called 
to preside over its Calcutta Session in 1896. 

KASHIN ATI I TRIMBAK TELANG 


(1850-1893) . _ . ir , 

Born and educated at Bombay, Tclang qualified himselt tor tne 

legal profession in 1872. Declining the tempting offer of a Government 

job he joined the Bar and rose to the position of a High Court Judge in 

1889. 

An expert on Hindu Law, Telang was a successful lawyer. Besides 
he was also well-known as an erudite scholar of Sanskrit. As a member 
of the Bombay Legislative Council, he often resisted a paternalist and 

authoritarian Government. 

Co-founder of the Bombay Presidency Association Tclang was one 

of the leading men who founded the Congress and >« ca "' c ,s 
hard-working Secretary". He was largely responsible for the venue o 

iLs first meeting in 1885 and for the accommodation ofThe 

Bombay. A participant in most of the Congress deliberations he 

insisted on the abolition of Indian Council and strongly pleaded for he 
reform and expansion of Indian Legislature. A bitter ent.cofto«on 
duties, Tclang always stood for the economic, industrial and politic 

development of the Country. 
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Active in the sphere of social reform, Telang championed the cause 
of women’s welfare, mass education and the elevation ol the depressed 
classes. He was also the President of the National Social Conference. 
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The initial phase of the Indian Congress was dominated by the 
liberal politicians. They were convinced that Indians were capable of 
managing their own affairs and they looked forward to a self-governing 
India on Western ideals. The method of their political work, which 
earned them the name of Moderates, was strict constitutional agitation. 
They convened the Congress sessions every year, discussed the 
political, economic and administrative problems of the country' and 
wanted to create and educate public opinion on them. The subjects 
which attracted their attention included the reform and expansion of the 
legislative councils, separation of the judiciary from the executive, 
larger share of Indians in public services, reform of police and 
curtailment in administrative expenditure, reduction of heavy land 
revenue demand and drain of India’s wealth to Britain. They insisted on 
the representations of Indians in the Legislatures on elective basis and 
urged for the welfare of Indian settlers abroad. The Moderates held 
meetings, spoke eloquently and passed resolutions. Through the press 
they carried on a regular criticism of Government policy and action. 
They also sent carefully drafted petitions and memorials to the 
authorities for the redress of grievances. They felt the need to influence 
the British Government and the British public opinion for the 
introduction of desired changes and established the British Committee 
of the Congress in London in 1889 with its journal India. The legal 
agitation of the Moderates was based on their faith in the British sense 
of justice and devotion to the British political concepts. 


The Act of 1892, marked an advance towards greater Indian 
representation in Legislatures. However, the Act did not concede the 
elective principle as demanded by the Congress. The efforts of the 
Moderates also led to the appointment of the Wclby Commission (1894) 
to enquire into the administration of the finances. The Moderate 
emphasis on the sophisticated constitutionalism resulted in a clash with 

,ca ^ CI J hi P in the Congress at Surat in 1907. In the 
split, following the clash, the Moderates were able to eject the 

Extremists for some time. However, their policy of friendly persuasion 

was proving ineffective, and the Morcly-Minto Reforms of 1909 fell for 

o C f Indian expectation of parliamentary system. Thereafter the 
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Moderate influence waned in the Congress. When the 
Montague-Chclmsford Report on the Reforms was published in 1918 
the Moderates approved of it against the majority opinion of 
disapproval in the Congress. Consequently they left the Congress and 
formed the Liberal Federation. 

DINSHAW EDULJI WACHA 

(1844-1936) . L . . .. . 

One of the leading figures of the earlier phase of our nationalist 

movement, Wacha chose commerce as career, became a key figure in 

Bombay’s cotton industry and held responsible positions in various 

industrial, economic, social and political associations. He act| vely 

served the Congress as its Joint General Secretary from 1896 to 1913. 

He also presided over the Calcutta Session of the Congress in 1901. 

For over a quarter of century he was one of the most outstanding ligures 

of the Congress with an intimate knowledge of obscure subjects like 

military question and more general problems like poverty. Later in t c 

second decade of the present century, he joined the Liberal Federation 

and became one of its cheif spokesmen. 

Closely associated with the Municipal Corporation of Bombay 
Wacha was well-known as a powerful debator and as one taking een 
interest in civic affairs. In 1915 he was elected to the Bombay 
Legislative Council and later to the Imperial Legislative Council ot 

India. 

An authority on the fiscal matters Wacha held the high post of the 
Governor of Imperial Bank of India in 1920 His brill,an. evidence 

before the Royal Commission on Expenditure in 18 ^ 7 w 1 ^ 
remembered as a proof of his great devotion to the cause of India 

economic development. 

RASHBEHARI GHOSE 

<184 Bor 9 n 21 in .he dis.ric. of Burdwan, Rashbehari was educatedI at 
Calcutta. Obtaining the Law degree, he enrolled himself as an adv0 ™ 
a. the Calcutta High Court. He was chosen the Tagore Pro cssor ot Law 
t, .875 and was nominated as a Fellow of the Calcutta Un.versdy m 
1879. Later he was elected President of the Faculty of Law Arcc‘pie, 

of various honours he became a member o Bcnga' ^ ^ 

Council in 1889, and two years later rendered valuable 

Imperial Council. 

A moderate leader, Rashbehari was the Chairman. Rec-ep on 

Committee of the Congress, in its Calcutta Session He was 

tho President-elect for the Surat Session in 1907 where, anu 

rrCn SSS-1 XX X a. 
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Madras in 1908, Rashbehari presided over its deliberations. A decade 
later, he was deputed by the Congress to proceed with its delegation to 
England and place its point of view before the British Government. 

A great patron of education, Rashbehari generously gave away a 
large part of his wealth as endowments to the universities of Calcutta 
and Banaras. 

SURENDRANATH BANERJEE 
(1848-1925) 

One of the eminent Moderate leaders of India, Surendranath passed 
the I.C.S. examination in 1871 and started his career as an Assistant 
Magistrate at Sylhet. When a controversy with the Government led him 
to leave the job be took up a teaching position-first at the Metropolitan 
Institution and later at Free Church College, Calcutta. Six years later he 
founded the Ripon College believing that while politics was ‘more or 
less ephemeral’ educational activity had in it ‘the elements of 
permanent utility’. 

A pioneer of organised public life, Rastraguru Surendranath 
founded the Indian Association in 1876 and he was the first Indian 
leader to move for the creation of a National Fund to secure political 
advancement by constructive agitation. With this objective he 
undertook an extensive tour of the country and raised his senatorial 
voice at the public meetings to rouse national consciousness. For his 
mission he made use of the press and in 1879 took over the Bengalee as 
its editor and proprietor. In 1883 he was prosecuted for the contempt of 
court and sentenced to two months’ imprisonment. In the same year 
Surendranath convened a National Confercncc-thc precursor of the 
Indian National Congress. 

Twice he presided over the Congress sessions, in 1895 at Poona 
and in 1902 at Ahmcdabad. In 1918 he was elected the first President 
of the Indian National Liberal Federation. Surendranath remained a 
member of the Bengal Legislative Council lor eight years and served 
for six years as a member of the Imperial Legislative Council. In 1921 
he became a Minister in Bengal. 

madhusudan das 

(1848-1934) 

Educated in Calcutta, Madhusudan - "the architect of modern 
Unssa - gave up a lectureship in 1876 to start his legal practice at 
Cuttack. He was keen about an industrial Orissa and founded Orissa 
Art Wares Factory in 1897 and Utkal Tannery in 1903. With a view to 
uniting the Oriya-speaking tracts he organised Utkala Sammilani in 

K?°fu and , a dCCade ater becamc its President. Devoted to his cause 
Madhusudan twice visited England and forcefully pleaded there the 

case of Onssa and India. He also edited the English journal the Oriya 
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voicing the grievances of the people. It was mainly through his 
exertions that Orissa was born in 1936 as a Governor s Province. 

Having served as a member of the Bengal Legislative Council tor 
several years, Madhusudan entered the Central Legislature in 1913 and 
later joined the Bihar-Orissa Government as its minister. However, he 
resigned later on points of difference. 

An advocate of social reforms he condemned the caste system, 
upheld the cause of women’s education and endeavoured to improve the 

conditions of the Harijans. 

CHAKRAVARTI V1JAYA RAGHAVACHARI 

(1852-1943) . , 

Born in a poor family. Vijayaraghavachari was successful as a 

lawyer. He assisted A.O. Hume and Dadabhai Naoroj. when the Indian 

National Congress was founded in 1885. He was a participant m e 

first session of the Congress and was a member of the Committee that 

framed the constitution of the Congress. From 1895 he piloted many 

schemes on social reforms in the Madras Legts alive CO>ma|and 

served as a distinguished member of the Imperial Legislative Council 

between 1913 and 1916. In 1919 he brought a resolution on he 

declaration of fundamental rights and obtained , lh = W™™' n^on 
Congress. The same resolution served as the basis of the Constitution 
of free India. Vijayaraghavachari presided over the Congress sess, 

1920, but could not agree to the plan of non-cooperation. ^ 

experiment also did not appeal to him but he assisted 
Committee in drafting a Constitution. He was aga.m.t participat'ng^. 

the Round Table Conferences and in 1932 he P^'^d ^ ' decis on 
Conference at Allahabad. In 1937 he welcomed the Congress decis.o. 
to accept office. During the war he desired Roosevelt to app y 

Atlantic Charter (1941) to India. 

C. SANKARAN NAIR 

(185 Born in 1857 Sankaran Nair, following an outstanding■ 

Errf 

... h,... • <-7'.;“'“; "jf:;" £?. 

mid became the Congress President ,n 1897. H was PP^ |he 
Sadler Conm.ission (1917), and the view-po.nl that educat.o 
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successful, should be national. His minutes ol dissent to the Montaguc- 
Chelmsford Report on political reforms won the widest appreciation. 
The Jallianwala Bagh massacre of 1919 caused righteous indignation in 
him and he resigned from the Viceroy’s Executive Council to vindicate 
the national honour. However, in 1922 Sankaran Nair disapproved of 
Gandhiji’s political programmes and discontinued his connections with 
the Congress. 

MADAN MOHAN MALAVTYA 
(1861-1946) 

Coming from a respectable family, Malaviya was bom and 
educated at Allahabad and started his carrier as a lawyer. An able 
parliamentarian, he served as a member of the Provincial and Central 
Legislatures for several terms and twice resigned from the latter in 
protest against the Rowlatt Bills in 1918 and denouncing the imperial 
policy in 1930. 

A distinguished journalist Malaviya edited the Hindustan, the 
Indian Union and Abhyudaya. He also promoted the use of indigenous 
manufactures and helped to organise the Indian Industrial Conference 
and the U.P. Industrial Association at Allahabad in 1907. In 1916, he 
became a member of the Industrial Commission and appended his 
dissenting note to its Report. 

Joining the Congress in its second session in 1886, Malaviya 
remained its moderated leader throughout his life. During this long 
period there was not one session in which he did not leave his mark. 
Twice he presided over it in 1909 and in 1918. He was also the 
President of the two banned sessions of the Congress in 1932 and in 
1933. He persuaded the Congress to acquire the Jallianwala 
Bagh-Amritsar territory and raise a memorial for the martyrs. 
Participating in the Salt Satyagraha, he suffered imprisonment in 1930. 
President of the Hindu Mahasabha, Malaviya also joined the Swarajist 
front line. Later in 1926, be organised his own Nationalist Party. 

Garnering up all the forces of wealth, energy, time and interest into 
an organised attempt, Malaviya established the Banaras Hindu 
University and for several years served as its Vice-Chancellor. 

GOPAL KRISHNA GOKHALE 
(1866-1915) 

Born at Ratnagiri in Maharashtra, Gokhalc had his education at 
Bombay. He joined the Deccan Education Society and was appointed 
first as a Professor of Fcrgusson College, Poona, and later as its 
Principal. Editor of the Sudharak, he was also the Secretary of the 
Sarvajanik Sabha. Elected to the Bombay Legislative Council in 1899, 
he became a member of the Imperial Legislative Council in 1902. As 
the leading Indian spokesman in the House he was distinguished for his 
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bud Lie t speeches, heard with rapl attention and received as models of 
parliamentary eloquence. A critic of Curzon s education pohey he 
fought for the introduction of free and compulsory education in th 
country. He opposed the Indian Indentured Labour Plan and mobilised 
public opinion against il. He also played a prominent role in the 
deliberations preceding the inauguration of the Minto-Morely Reforms 

in 1909. 


A very distinguished exponent of the Moderate School and 
constructive nationalism, Gokhale presided overthe.^^e^nt'for 

Ba r * i, \ 1 S d C^"1ouSa«,on,ng the 
cause oflndian sutlers and played an important role in bnnging about 
the Gandhi-Smuts Settlement of 1914 


By founding the Servants of India Society in 1905, Gokhale: aimed 
a. train ng national missionaries to work for the umfica on nd 
self-government of India, building up co-operative cn^pn s. 

promoting the cause of women and organising the social service 
relief work in the country. 

V.S. SRINIVASA SASTRI 

(186 Bom 4 a!.d educated a. Kumbakonam, Sas.ri started his earner as a 
teacher Drawn towards public life he joined the ServanU of lnd a 
Society in 1907 and established its branch in Madras and 
Gokhale as its President in 1915. . . . 

A brilliant speaker he was elected to the Ma^s ^slahve 
Council in 1916 and became a close associate of following’year 
Secretary of State, during his the league CheSord 

tr»n”= sy ““Sr.?.;; 

the Freedom of the City of London. , 

-rrszv ^-sksssb: 
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communal distinctions. 
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TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU 
(1872-1949) 

Dr. Tcj Bahadur Sapru first came into prominence as a 
conscientious and successful lawyer specialising in constitutional law. 
He helped Mrs. Beasant first in her attempts to build up the Central 
Hindu College at Banaras and then in her endeavours to establish the 
Banaras Hindu University in collaboration with Malaviya. Sapru 
entered politic's during the Home Rule Movement, served as the 
Secretary of the Congress in 1910 and strove, as a liberal leader for the 
attainment of India’s self-government. The Nehru Committee Report ol 
1928 was in considerable measure the result of Sapru’s efforts. He 
participated in the Round Table Conferences and laboured hard to 
devise a constitutional settlement for India. He also intervened actively 
as a mediator between the Congress and the British Indian Government 
following the showdown of Civil Disobedience Movement. In acts of 
political reconciliation he always evinced a breadth of vision and 
freedom from communal or sectarian approach. 

When there was a deadlock - during the Second World War-as to 
India’s constitutional future, Sapru and his committee in 1944 rejected 
the idea of partitioning India and pleaded for an acceptable agreement 
for the freedom of the country. Sapru came into intimate contact with 
almost all such men of his day as were determining the political late of 
India from within and outside the prevalent system of government. 

MUKUND RAMARAO JAYAKAR 
(1873-1959) 

Born at Bombay Jayakar had his education in Bombay and London. 
Setting up a lucrative practice as an eminent lawyer of the Bombay 
High Court in 1905, he later joined the Home Rule League in 1916 and 
entered into a distinguished public career. A member of the Congress 
Commission to enquire into the Punjab disturbances of 1919, he 
rendered valuable service in the drafting of its brilliant Report. 
Representing the Bombay University in 1923, he led the Swarajist 
group in the Bombay Legislative Council. In 1925 he was elected to 
the Central Legislative Assembly and became the Deputy Leader of the 
Nationalist Party. Along with Sapru, Jayakar a Moderate all through his 
life-played an important role in bringing about the Gandhi-Irwin Pact 
leading to Gandhiji’s participation in the Second Round Table 
Conference in London. 

A delegate to the Round Table Conferences, Jayakar was also a 

member of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Indian Constitutional 

Reforms during 1930-34. Appointed a puisine judge of the Federal High 

< 7 > “ rt °\ India in 1937 > he became a member of the Judicial Committee 
or the Privy Council two years later. 
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A member of (he Constituent Assembly, Jayakar also served as the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Poona University. 


THE EXTREMISTS 

At the beginning of the twentieth century political consciousness 
among Indians was steadily growing. But the Moderate leaders of the 
Congress - who had long been pleading with the Government for 
reforms - could not show the desired results. The consequent 
disenchantment in the country soon led to the emergence of public men 
who propagated a more militant lorm of nationalism. They were 
building up their influences in various parts of the country - Lala Lajpat 
Rai in the Punjab, Bipin Pal in Bengal and Lokamanya Tilak in 
Maharashtra. The new leaders, eventually called the Extremists, were 
opposed to British rule. They demanded Swaraj or the political 
emancipation of the country, advocated boycott of British goods, as an 
economic pressure on the Government and advocated Swadeshi. The 
Extremists were ready to suffer for the bold assertion of their rights. 
They believed in the country's glorious past and instilled among their 
countrymen a confidence in the future. The Extremists came into 
prominence when they organised the Swadeshi movement in 1905 and 
fostered a spirit of defiance to the authorities. They extended the social 
base of the national movement by including the lower middle classes, 
students, youth and women. The Extremists challenge produced a 
schism in the Congress and led to the split at the Surat Session in 1907. 
However, they survived their expulsion from the Indian National 
Congress and the phase of official repression. Soon after the return of 
their leader, Tilak from Mandalay prison, the Extremists were 
re-admitted in the Congress in 1916. Later, in 1918, when the 
Montaguc-Chelmsford Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms was 
published, a fresh controversy developed. The Moderates welcomed 
the Report while the followers of Tilak thought it unacceptable. It was 
the turn of the Moderates to leave the Congress when a special 
Congress session in Bombay in August 1918 favoured Tilak s line. 


BAL GANGADHAR TILAK 
(1856-1920) 

Lokamanya Tilak, the uncompromising leader of the Extremists 
will to down in history as one of the makers of modern India 
Influenced by Agarkar, Ranade and Naoroji - he waged a battle a gains 
the evils of his time, both political and social. He established the Poona 
New English School (1880), the Fergusson College (1885) and 
launched two newpapcrs-lhc Kcsari and the Mahratta. c a so 
established Anti-Cow killing Societies, Akharas, Lathi Clubs an 
organised .he Ganapa.i Festival’ and .he ‘Shivaji Festival’. Following 
the partition of Bengal (1905), he laid stress on boycott, Swadeshi, 
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National Education and Swaraj. An uncompromising patriot, he was 
imprisoned in 1898. He was deported in 1908 for writing seditious 
articles. Tilak started the Home Rule League in 1916 and later uttered 
bis memorable words, "Swaraj is my birth right" in Lucknow Congress 
(1916). 

Tilak resented the derogatory remarks of Valentine Chirol, a British 
journalist him in a book and went to England to fight a legal battle. The 
verdict, however, was against him, mainly on considerations other than 
merit. 


Lokamanya Tilak was a great scholar and had an insight into the 
Vedic literature. The Gita Rahasya, his magnum, was written in jail. In 
spite of the greatness that surrounded him, Tilak remained simple and 
courteous all through his life. 


ASWINT KUMAR DATTA 
(1856-1923) 


Born in Barisal, Aswini Kumar started his life as a school teacher. 
He joined briefly the legal profession in Barisal in 1880 and founded 
the famous Brajamohan School in the memory of his father. The 
institution later grew into an ideal college. Aswini Kumar also 
organised the Hitaishini Sabha and started the People's Association, 
first at Seramporc and then in Barisal. He associated himself with the 
Congress from the beginning and participated in its sessions in 1886 
and 1887. A believer of spreading the Congress ideals among the rural 
people, Aswini Kumar was member of the Conunittce which drew the 
Constitution for the Congress in 1899. The partition of Bengal 
transformed Aswini Kumar - the leading figure of the Swadeshi 
movement-from a moderate to an extremist. A great friend of Tilak he 
presided over the Shivaji festival in 1906. In December 1908 Aswini 
Kumar was deported for his patriotic activities and detained in 
Lucknow till 1910. In 1913 he was elected President of the Bengal 
Provincial Conference at Dacca and was the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee when the Provincial Conference met at Barisal. Aswini 

„f U, ioi r o faVO ? rCd J hC boycott of Legislatures, set up under the Reforms 
f 1919 and welcomed the Non-cooperation movement. Author of 
patriotic songs and inspiring prose, Aswini Kumar promoted cottage 

mdus ry a „d launch a life-long battle against unreliability, 
prostitution and the drinking habit. y 

BIPIN CHANDRA PAL 
(1858-1932) 


P reS ,Wv in roir iddi ^ < i laSS family in Sy,he1 ’ Bi P in Chandr!l joined 
Presidency College, Calcutta at tbc time of Bengal’s socio-political 

■ ' SCardi " g orthodox Hinduism he entered imo the 
amaj and visited England and America between 1898-1900 as 
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its spokesman. A fine orator, Bipin Chandra founded the English 
weekly. New India - an organ soon turned into the mouthpiece of 
resurgent India. Bipin Chandra, initially a follower ot Surendranath in 
politics, grew into a radical. He was the great publicist to give an 
articulate expression to national aspirations and led the Swadeshi 
movement following the partition of Bengal. From 1905 he carried the 
gospels of Boycott, Swadeshi, National Education, Swaraj and the 
passive resistance and rallied the extremists ol the Punjab, Maharashtra 
and Bengal. He toured extensively for this purpose and deeply 
impressed the public in South India. In 1906, Bipin Chandra founded 
Bandc Mataram and suffered six months’ imprisonment for refusing to 
give evidence in the Bande Mataram sedition case in 1907. In 1908, he 
went to England to propagate the nationalist view-point and gradually 
drifted towards constitutional moderation. He lost the political 
leadership during his moderatist shilt trom 1911 to 1921, and especially 
for his opposition to Gandhian programme of non-cooperation. 

LALA LAJPAT RAI 
(1865-1928) 

Lala Lajpat Rai - the eminent nationalist leader and political 
thinker - came initially under the influence of the Arya Samaj. He 
joined the Congress in 1888 and became famous as an exponent of the 
Extremist School. He went to England in 1905 to put forward the 
Indian nationalist opinion before the British public. He was arrested on 
his return and deported to Mandalay for some time. While visiting 
U.S.A. during the first World War Lalaji was not allowed to return till 

1919. In August 1920 he presided over the special session ol the 
Congress at Calcutta and founded the National School at Lahore during 
the boycott of the Government schools. In 1921 and 1922 he sutlcrc 
two terms of imprisonment. He also presided over the A.I.T.U.C., in 

1920. In 1923 he entered the Central Legislative Assembly as a 
Swarajist and later founded the Nationalist Party, which successlully 
contested the elections of 1926. Lalaji moved the resolution, m he 
Assembly on the boycott of the Simon Commission and, while lea t 
a demonstration against it at Lahore, he was brutally assaulted by 
police. On 17 November 1928 he succumbed to bis injuries. 


SRI AUROBINDO 
(1872-1950) 

Born in the famous Ghosh family of Konnagar near Calcutta^ 
Aurobindo had an entirely European upbringing^ An outsUmUi g 
student of classics in Cambridge, he passed the I.C.S. exanuna .on w h 
record marks in Greek and Latin. He spumed the I.C.S. in 1892 «,i 
returned to India with a flair for composing poems an ability lor 
original thinking and with an appointment in Baroda State - 
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spent the following thirteen years preparing for a great future. His 
appearance on the Indian political arena began with an aggressive series 
of articles in the Indu Prakash exposing the vulnerability of a gentle and 
sophisticated Indian National Congress. Aurobindo was also 
contemplating the future armed rebellion in India and was planning for 
the secret societies in Maharashtra and in Bengal from 1902. The 
partition of Bengal in 1905 brought him out into the open as a political 
leader and he came to Calcutta as the Principal of the National College 
(now Jadavpur University). He started the Bengali daily, Jugantar, 
joined Bipin Chandra Pal in running Bandc Mataram, forged unity with 
Tilak, and fostered the extremist challenge against a moderate 
Congress. Aurobindo was in the thick of the fray and indeed 
precipitated the Congress split at Surat in 1907. Simultaneously, he 
asked his younger brother, Barindra, to form a revolutionary centre in 
the Maniktala garden in Calcutta. In 1907, the Government arrested 
briefly a nonchalant Aurobindo for writing seditious articles in Bandc 
Mataram. Soon he spent one year in jail as an undertrial in connection 
with the Maniktala Bomb Conspiracy and was acquitted following a 
brilliant defence by Chittaranjan. On release from jail, Aurobindo 
started the weeklies Karma Yogin and Dbarma writing on the deeper 
significance of Indian nationalism till February 1910, when he 
withdrew from political activities to the French Chandranagore and 
finally to the life of yoga at Pondicherry - his place of retreat and cave 
of tapasya. From 1910, Aurobindo meditated constantly, met Paul and 
Madame Richard (later famous as the Mother) and started with their 
help the monthly philosophical review, the Arya. Retaining his interest 
m India s freedom and in the world affairs, he visualised an integral 
transformation ot humanity and the emergence of a truth conscious 
society to realise life at the deep levels of consciousness. Aurobindo 
was in seclusion for nearly forty years, rarely heard and seen. But his 

message reached and inspired mankind at regular intervals through a 
continuous flow of writings. & 
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The Punjab and Khilafat Wrongs 

In the name of counteracting revolutionary activities in India, the 
Government introduced in the Central Legislature (February 1919) two 
Bills allowing judges to try political cases without juries and 
empowering the Government to intern without trial. Resenting such an 
encroachment upon the rights of Indians the non-official members ol 
the Legislature opposed the move. But the Government enacted the 
Bills, paying no heed to protests, on 3 March, 1919. Gandhiji pointed 
out that the measure raised moral issues of trust and sell respect and 
should be met with a moral response. He called for the withdrawal of 
the law and proposed a hartal (cessation of all activity as a token of 
protest). The hartal was a great success throughout the country, but led 
to disturbances in some places due to an official policy of repression. 
The flash point came in the Punjab. Following the arrest of two leaders. 
Dr. Satyapal and Dr. Sait'uddin Kitchlew, there was a riot at Amritsar 
subsequent to the police firing. On 13 April 1919, when people 
assembled for a meeting in Jallianwala Bagh, General Dyer ordered his 
troops to open fire on them without warning. This massacre of unarmed 
people (hundreds died and thousands injured) in an enclosed place from 
which there was no exit, was followed by a rcigon of terror in several 
districts under martial law. Property was confiscated and the people 
were flogged in public, made to crawl along certain streets and pul in 
cages. The Punjab atrocities overwhelmed and angered the nation and 
the Government had to appoint an official enquiry Commission. The 
Congress refused to co-operatc with this Commission when its request 
for the temporary release of the Punjab leaders, on adequate security, 
was turned down. In November 1919 the Congress appointed its own 
commission to enquire into the Punjab disturbances and its findings 
expressed the barbaric cruelties committed in the Punjab. The official 
Commission, divided on racial lines, had also to censure General Dyer 
and the administration of martial law. Dyer was then compulsory 
retired but India was shocked by a vote in his favour in the House of 
Lords and the raising of a heavily subscribed fund in England. 

When Turkey joined the first World War Against the Allies, 
Muslims feared an Allied attack on their holy land. But the British 
Pnme Minister assured Indian Muslims (on 9 November, 1914) that 
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these places would be immune from attack or molestation. The promise 
was eventually broken and the Allied powers later decided to 
dismember the Turkish empire. The Treaty of Sevres partitioned the 
sacred home of Islam - the Jazirat-ul-Arab, comprising the area 
bounded by the Red Sea, the Arabian Sea, the Persian Gulf and the 
Tigris and the Euphetes, and a large part of it was placed under the 
victorious powers. Besides, the Turkish Sultan or the Caliph of Islam 
was reduced to the position of a virtual prisoner. Indian Muslims, 
shocked at this atrocious treatment, resolved to plead for the restoration 
of the temporal and spiritual authority of the Caliph. Maulana 
Mohammad Ali in 1920 led a delegation to England to impress upon the 
British authorities the Muslim sentiment on the issue. The failure of the 
delegation led to agitational activities of the Central Khilafat 
Committee and Jamiat-ul-Ulema in India. Gandhiji supported their 
cause. The Khilafat Wrongs, according to Gandhiji, raised a moral 
issue _ the sanctity of the assurance of the Government to Indian 
Muslims. "If the Government could betray us in a great cause like 
Khilafat, we could not do otherwise than non-cooperatc". 

SWAMI SHRADDHANAND 

(1856-1926) 

Born at Telwan in the Punjab, Munshi Ram or Swami 
Shraddhanand was educated in Banaras. He set up his law practice in 
1885, came under the influence of Swami Dayanand and started 
working lor the Arya Samaj. Renouncing his practice in 1902, he 
founded the famous Gurukul - a residential national university - to 
imbibe national consciousness among the students. He also edited the 
journal Sat Dharma Pracharak. 

In 1919, Swamiji distinguished himself as a political personality by 
leading the anti-Rowlalt Bills agitation in Delhi and organising relief 
for the families of the victims of Jalliamvala Bagh tragedy. An 
advocate of communal harmony, he became the Chairman, Reception 
Committee, at the Amritsar Congress Session and later participated in 
the Non-cooperation movement. He suffered imprisonment in 1922 for 
participating in the Guru-Ka- Bagh Satyagraha. 

Asocial worker, Swamiji denounced castcism and child marriage 
and advocated widow remarriage and protection of orphans. A patron 
of women’s education, he had founded a girls’ college at Jullundur. He 
zealously worked for the welfare of the Harijans and established the 
Dalit Uddhar Sabha in Delhi. He was assassinated by a Muslim fanatic 

at Delhi. 


MOTILAL NEHRU 

^ Belonging to a Kashmiri Brahmin family, Motilal was born at 
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Agra. He qualified as an advocate, settled down at Allahabad and 
became the leader of the Bar there. He attended a few early sessions of 
the Congress and joined the Home Rule Movement in 1916. Elected 
President of the U.P. Branch of the Home Rule League, he presided 
over its special provincial conference in 1917. His meeting with 
Gandhiji in 1916 marked the beginning of a close relationship between 
the two remarkable men. Motilal was unhappy with the moderate 
journalism of the day and he started in 1919 a daily, the Independent, 
advocating Home Rule for India. Shocked and angered at the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre, he enquired into the Punjab disturbances as 
a member of the Congress Commission. The same year he presided 
over the Congress Session at Amritsar. Responding to Gandhiji’s call of 
Non-cooperation in 1921 Motilal gave up lucrative practice and the 
princely life. He also suffered imprisonment during the boycott of the 
Prince of Wales’ visit. In 1923 Motilal, a member of the Congress Civil 
Disobedience Enquiry Committee, advocated "the Council entry 
programme". An ardent "pro-changer", he joined C.R. Das in 
organising the Swaraj Party to conduct the nation’s struggle against the 
British Raj within the Legislature. He was elected to the Central 
Legislative Assembly and dominated the House as the leader of the 
opposition. In 1928 he presided over the committee which drafted the 
famous Nehru Report enunciating the principles of India’s Constitution. 
An organiser of the anti- Simon Commission agitation Motilal became 
the Congress President at the Calcutta session in 1928. He also served 
the Congress as its aeting-Prcsidcnt in 1930, participated in the Salt 
Satyagraha and suffered detention. In 1930 Motilal gave away his 
mansion, Anand Bhavan, to the Congress after re-naming it as Swaraj 
Bhawan. From his death bed he addressed bis countrymen: "Decide 
India’s status in the Swaraj Bhawan. Let me sleep my last sleep — not in 
a subject country but in a free one". 

HAKIM AJMAL KHAN 
(1865-1927) 

Coming from a well-known family of Unani physicians, Masih-ul- 
Mulk Hakim Ajmal Khan set up a medical practice in Delhi. He left for 
a study tour of Europe and on his return transferred the Tibbia School - 
founded by his family - into the Tibbia College of Delhi with a view to 
modernising the Unani system of medicine. 

Ajmal Khan came into politics as a Muslim League leader and was 
successful in bringing it to the fold of national politics. He was the 
Chairman of the Congress Reception Committee and the Hindu 
Mahasabha at Delhi in 1918. Later he presided over the Muslim 
League session at Amritsar in 1919, and that of the Congress at 
Ahmcdabad in 1921. He played a leading role in the anti-Rowlatt 
demonstrations at Delhi and he joined, renouncing a British title in 
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1920, the Khilafat agitation and the Non-cooperation movement. One 
of the founders of Jainia Millia Islamia, he was its first Chancellor. 
Later he shifted the institution from Aligarh to Delhi. 

In 1923, Ajmal Khan headed the Congress Enquiry Committee on 
Civil Disobedience and distinguished himself as a "Pro-changer'’. 

An ardent advocate of communal harmony, Ajmal Khan once wrote 
to Gandhiji: "So highly do I prize this unity, that if the country gave up 
all other activities and achieved that alone, I would consider the 
Khilafat and Swaraj questions automatically solved to our satisfaction". 

MAZHAR-UL-HAQ 

(1866-1930) 

Born in a Zamindar family of Cbapra in Bihar, Mazhar-ul-Haq 
studied in London and set up a legal practice at Patna. Associating 
himself with the Congress, he condemned the communal electorate 
introduced in India by the Reforms of 1909. He became the Chairman 
of the Congress Reception Committee at Bankipur in 1912 and later in 
1914 was a member of the deputation that went to England to plead 
India’s case. 

President of the Muslim League in 1915, he was largely 
responsible for bringing it nearer to the Congress. He stood by Gandhiji 
in his Champaran Satyagraha in 1917. Thrice elected to the Imperial 
Legislature, he resigned from it in 1918 in protest against the Rowlatt 
Bills. 

A Khilafatist and a non-coopcrator, Mazhar-ul-Haq gave up his 
lucrative practice in 1921 and advocated Swadeshi. He also started an 
English weekly, The Motherland, and suffered imprisonment for 
criticising the Government. He lived and died as the true apostle of 
Indian nationalism. 

MAUL ANA SHAUKAT ALI 


(1873-1938) . . t . 

Born at Rampur in U.P., Shaukat Ali had his education at the 

Aligarh College. Later he became a member of its Trust and organised 

the collection of funds for elevating it to the status of a university. 

Having served the Government for seventeen years in responsible 

capacities, he left the job to enter into politics. Alongwith his brother 

Maulana Muhammad AJi, he suffered imprisonment for criticising the 

Government during the First World War. 

A prominent leader of the Khilafat movement, he participated in 
the Congress deliberations at Amritsar in 1919 and presidedI over 
Khilafat committee, of which be later became the General Secretary. 
Founder of the Anjuman-e-Khuddam-e-kaaba, Shaukat Al. act. Jy 
participated in the Non-Cooperation Movement and sutlcreci 
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imprisonment. In 1931 be travelled in the Muslim countries to organise 
the World Muslim Conference. In 1933 he delivered lectures in 
America about India and the Islam. 


MAULANA MUHAMMAD ALI 
(1878-1931) 

Born at Moradabad, Muhammad Ali was educated at Aligarh and 
Oxford. Back in India, be served in the Rampur and Baroda States 
before taking up journalism. He edited the Comrade, an English 
weekly, and used it for the advocacy of the Khilafat cause. Later, he 
also edited the Urdu daily, Hamdard. 


During the First World War Muhammad Ali and his brother were 
interned for writing an anti-British article. On release in 1919, he 
attended the Congress session at Amritsar and look an active part in its 
deliberations. Later in 1920, he led a Khilafat deputation to England 
but failed in his mission. 


As a follower of Gandhiji, Muhammad Ali led the Khilafat 
agitation in India and mobilised public opinion in favour of the 
Non-Cooperation movement. Persuading' the Aligarh students and 
teachers to leave their college, he was largely responsible for setting up 
the Jamia Millia Islamia and was elected as its first Shaikh-ul-Jamia. In 
1921, he again suffered imprisonment for declaring it unlawful for the 
Muslims to serve in the British army. In 1923, he was instrumental in 
bringing about a compromise between the "Pro-changers" and the 
"No-changcrs" and he presided over the Congress session at Coeonada. 
One of the convenors of the Unity Conference in 1924, he also 
organised the anti-Simon demonstrations in 1928. 

As a delegate to the Round Table Conference in 1930, while 
delivering a speech at its session, Muhammad Ali declared: "I want to 
go back to my country if I can go back with the substance of freedom in 
my hand. If you do not give us freedom in India you will have to give 
nic a grave here." Shortly after this declaration he died in London and 
his body was carried to Jerusalem and buried there. 

MUKHTAR AHMAD AN SARI 
(1880-1936) 

Born in the family of Zamindars of Ghazipur district in U.P., Ansari 
obtained a degree in Medicine and Surgery from Edinburgh and served 
for some time in the Charing Cross Hospital, London. 

Back home in 1910, he set up a successful medical practice at 
Delhi. He organised a Medical Mission to Turkey in 1912 and 
distinguished himself subsequently as a prominent leader of the Home 
Rule Movement. In 1918, he became the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee, Muslim League, at Delhi and his address was prescribed by 
the Government. He was the President of the Muslim League in 1920 
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and of the Khilafat Committee in 1922 and actively participated in the 
Non-Cooperation Movement. He was also one of the prominent 
"No-changers". A General Secretary of the Congress, he presided over 
its deliberations at Madras in 1927, deciding to boycott the Simon 
Commission. He was the President of the All Parties Conference and 
convention in 1928 endorsing the Nehru Constitution. 

He succeeded Ajmal Khan as the Chancellor of the Jamia Millia 
Islamia and planned and executed for shifting it to its existing 
permanent abode. 

Ansari was in the thick of the national struggle between 1930 and 
1932 and suffered imprisonment several times. Founder President of the 
Congress Parliamentary Party, he was responsible for the Congress 
accepting the Parliamentary Programme. 

SATYAPAL 
(? - 1954) 

Born at Amritsar, Satyapai took his medical degree from the Punjab 
University in 1908. Joining the Government sendee he became the 
Assistant Surgeon and was later granted King’s Commission during the 
First World War. Later, he, in association with Saifuddin Kitchlew, led 
the anti-Rowlatt Bills agitation at Amritsar resulting in the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre of 1919. Exposed to the dangers of a cruel martial law 
regime, he was First deported, and then transported for life. Later he 
was released following a countrywide demand for his freedom. But 
soon he had to face a scries of prosecutions leading to his conviction 

and imprisonment in different jails. 

A staunch advocate of communal harmony, Satyapai served the 
Congress organisation in various capacities. Becoming the Secretary of 
the Provincial Congress Committee, he remained its President for 
several years. Later, he served the Punjab Legislative Assembly as its 
Speaker and held this office till his death. 

SAIFUDDIN KITCHLEW 


I ? 1963 ) 

Born at Amritsar, Kitchlew studied law in England and obtained his 
doctorate degree from Germany. Establishing his legal practice at 
Amritsar, he became a close associate of Gandhiji and played ai leading 
role in the Satyagraha Movement of 1919. Following the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre, he was sentenced to transportation for life by the 
Martial Law Commission - but was later released. Giving up practice 
for the Khilafat and the Congress agitation in 1920, he participated in 
the Non-Cooperation Movement and suffered imprisonmeijt in_ the 
famous Karachi case. A freedom fighter all through his '^.Kitchlew 
took prominent part in all the movements and spent nearly fourteen 
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years in the prison. In his capacity as a barrister, he defended the 
accused in the Delhi and Meerut Conspiracy Cases. 

Kitchlcw was the founder-Prcsident of the All India Peace Council 
and the Vice President of the World Peace Council. His tireless work 
for the peace movement won him world-wide recognition. He became 
the first Indian laureate of the Lenin Peace Prize in 1954 and donated 
the entire prize money (Rs. 1,25,000) to the peace movements. 
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Non-Cooperation 

The events of 1919 had already sown the seeds of non-cooperation 
with the British Government. The Punjab and Khilafat wrongs 
thereafter convinced Gandhiji that "co-operation in any shape or form 
with this satanic government in sinful". While urging the Khilafat 
non-cooperation he soon developed its range, conceived a peaceful 
non-violent movement and mobilised public opinion in its favour by 
declaring Swaraj as the ultimate goal. His historic resolution on 
non-cooperation was passed by the Congress in 1920 in its Calcutta and 
Nagpur sessions. The resolutions advocated a political programme 
including resignation from the Councils, renunication of legal practice 
and official honours, nationalisation of education, economic boycott 
and adoption of the Swadeshi, severencc of all voluntary association 
with the Government, organisation of workers for national service, 
raising of a national fund and Hindu-Muslim unity. A wave of 
unprecedented enthusiasm swept the country, affecting the high and the 
low, the men and women. Students and teachers came out of 
institutions and founded scats of national education like the Bihar 
Vidyapeeth, Kashi Vidyapeeth, Gujarat Vidyapecth and Jamia Millia 
Islamia. Many lawyers gave up their lucrative practices and Swadeshi 
and Charkha became the symbols of self-reliance. The refusal to 
participate in official functions and the withdrawal of Congress 
candidates from elections soon culminated in the boycott of the visit of 
the Prince of Wales in different parts of India. The rural areas suddenly 
became politically alive. The peasants in Midnapore refused to pay 
Union Board taxes, the coolies in Assam tea gardens demonstrated and 
a parallel local council was set up at Vijayawada. In Rai Bareilly and 
Faizabad the tenants refused to pay illegal ceases. The Adivasis of 
Chotanagpur stopped paying the Chowkidari tax and the tenants of 
Kanika Raj in Orissa discontinued the abwabs. In the Punjab, the Akali 
movement aimed at removing corruption in the management of the 
Gurudwaras. There was a mass awakening in India-a sudden realisation 
of the strength of the people. Finding no way to normalise the situation 
the Government took to repressive measures and put the national 
leaders into prisons. The Congress and the Khilafat organisations were 
declared unlawful, meetings and processions were banned and mass 
arrests followed. But the fear of prison completely disappeared and the 
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jails became places of pilgrimage. Gandhiji now announced his 
decision to launch a mass civil disobedience movement at Bardoli in 
February 1922. But before the decision could be put into effect there 
was a ease of mob violence at Chauri Chaura in U.P. resulting in the 
death of a few policemen. At Gandhiji’s insistence the Working 
Committee decided to suspend the agitation in favour of the 
constructive programme. 

MOHANDAS KARAM CHAND GANDHI 
(1869-1948) 

Born at Porbandar, Kathiawar, Mahatma Gandhi was educated at 
Rajkot and Bhavanagar. Later he went to England and qualified as a 
Barrister in 1891. In 1893 he proceeded to South Africa from India as a 
legal counsel to an Indian firm. He stayed in South Africa for over two 
decades - the formative period of a great life - and led the immigrant 
Indian community against the tyranny of the "White" Government. 
Gandhiji founded the Natal Indian Congress, edited the Indian Opinion 
and experimented with his unique non-violent satyagraha in 1906 and 
1908 to resist the curtailment of rights of Asiatic settlers in South 
Africa. Repeatedly imprisoned and subjected to brutal treatment, he led 
in 1913 the great march of Indian community across the Transvaal 
border from Newcastle in Natal province against the official policy of 
gross racial discrimination. 

Back in India in 1915 Gandhiji set up an ashram at Sabarmati near 
Ahmedabad and upset orthodox Hindu opinion by admitting Harijans in 
it. Meanwhile he was identifying himself with the poor and the 
oppressed whom he aspired to raise and lead. In 1917 he launched in 
India his first satyagraha campaign at Champaran in Bihar for the 
removal of indigo peasants’ grievances. Soon he successfully led a 
strike of mill-workers at Ahmedabad and a no-thx campaign in Kaira 
district. In 1919 he swayed the country by his anti-Rowalt Bills 
satyagraha and organised the work of the Congress Commission to 
enquire into the Punjab disturbances. In protest against the Punjab and 
Khilafat wrongs Gandhiji proclaimed all co-operation with the "stanic" 
British Government as "sinful" and organised in 1920 the nation-wide 
mass upsurge of the Non-Cooperation. To propagate his ideas he edited 
Navajivan and Young India and re-named the latter subsequently as 
Harijan. In March 1922 Gandhiji was arrested for writing seditious 
articles and was sentenced to six years’ imprisonment. Released on 
medical ground in 1924 he undertook a fast for the cause of communal 
harmony and later presided over the Congress session at Belgaum. 
Campaigning intensively for Khadi and Swadeshi, Gandhiji watched 
the rising anti-British tempo among the people, led the Salt Satyagraha 
on 12 March, 1930 and was arrested. He was freed in January 1931 to 
join the Viceroy in negotiations - resulting in the settlement of March 
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1931. Accordingly he participated in the Second Round Table 
Conference in London, as the sole Congress representative, but was 
unable to compose conflicting communal claims in any new 
Constitution for India. Returning home he was arrested in January 1932 
for reviving the Civil Disobedience movement and was detained at 
Ycravada jail. Here he started on a fast unto death against the 
introduction of separate electoral scheme for the Harijans under the 
British Communal Award and broke it only when the Poona Agreement 
was reached. On release in 1933 Gandhiji was busy in a wide-range of 
welfare activities like Harijan uplift, the removal of literacy, the 
development of village industries, the improvement of village sanitation 
and the prohibition. Conceiving the ideas of Basic Education he was 
deeply interested in the programme of national and mass instruction. 
Gandhiji reacted strongly to the arbitrary act of the British Government 
in dragging India into the Second World War and began Individual 
Satyagraha movement to express anti-war views. When the Cripps 
Mission failed in 1942 Gandhiji moved the historic "Quit India" 
resolution calling upon his countrymen "to do or die". Detained in the 
Aga Khan Palace at Poona he witnessed the passing away of his 
follower - Mahadev Desai, and his wifc-Kasturba. Released in 1944 he 
entered into negotiations with Jinnah on Indian constitutional tangle. In 
1946 he discussed the issue of transfer of power the British Cabinet 
Mission and later toured the communal riot - affected areas in Noakhali 
and Bihar. In January 1948 Gandhiji observed a fast for the cause of 
communal harmony in free India. On January 30, 1948 the apostle of 
non-violence was assassinated by a Hindu fanatic in the Birla House, 
New Delhi - when he appeared to conduct his daily evening prayers. 
Gandhiji passed away, but left his deeds as his message to the humanity - 
his philosophy of truth and ethical values, his concepts of social and 
political transformation, the legends of his indomitable courage and 
simplicity. 

GOPABANDHU DAS 
(1877-1928) 

A political leader, a social worker, an eminent poet and a reputed 
journalist, Utkalamani Gopabandhu was bom in Suando village of Puri 
district. Educated at Calcutta, he joined the Cuttack Bar in 1907 and 
then shifted to Puri. 

In 1909 Gopabandhu founded a school at Satyabadi which served 
as the nursery of the future freedom fighters in Orissa. In 1916 he 
published a monthly journal Satyabadi and subsequently started the 
daily, Samaj. He was put behind the bars for writing against the 
Government. In 1917 he was elected to the Bihar-Orissa Legislature. 

Gopabandhu was the President of Utkala Sammilani - an 
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organisation to plead tor the amalgamation of Oriya-speaking tracts 
under one common administration. When Gandhiji raised his call for 
Swaraj, he merged it with the Congress and joined the Non-Cooperation 
Movement. An organiser of the Congress in Orissa, he joined the 
Servants of the People Society in 1926 and was elected its 
Vice-President. 


Gopabandhu always led relief works at the time of natural 
calamities. He also pleaded for salt-manufacturing, promoted the cause 
of Sanskrit and persuaded the Congress to accept the principle of 
linguistic divisions of the provinces. While on his death bed he 
bequeathed his paper Samaj and its press to the Servants ol the People 
Society. 

NILAKANTHA DAS 
(1884-1967) 

Young Nilakanlha joined the lamous Satyabadi School as a teacher 
in 1911 forsaking several jobs. Later, in 1918 be served the Calcutta 
University as a lecturer. He gave it up, however, to play a more 
important role during the Non-Cooperation movement and suffered 
imprisonment. He joined the Swaraj Party in 1923 and remained a 
member of the Central Legislative Assembly for over two decades. He 
was also elected the President of the Orissa Provincial Congress. He 
was successful in forming a coalition Government in Orissa in 1941. In 
independent India Nilakantha became the leader of the Independent 
Peoples* Party. He was the Chairman of the Utkal University 
Committee whose recommendations led to the establishment of the 
University. Later in 1955 he served as its Pro-Vice-Cbanccllor. In 1957 
he was elected the Speaker of the Orissa Legislative Assembly. 

A politician, a social reformer, a scholar, a poet and an educationist 
Nilkantha was also the editor of Nababharata, Samaj and Seva. 


JATINDRA MOHAN SEN GUPTA 

(1885-1933) t .. . , 

Bom in the famous Sen Gupta family of Chittagong, Jatindra 

Mohan began as a successful barrister. Renouncing his legal practice 
during the Non-co-operation movement, he organised the strike ot me 
employees of Assam-Bcngal Railways. He also led the agitation o 
indented labour of Assam tea gardens at Chandpur and was arreste . 
Jatindra Mohan became the President of Bengal Prov.nc^I Congress 
Committee and the Mayor of Calcutta Corporation in 1925 and was 
re-elected to the same position on four occasions later. He J 
Bengal Legislative Council in 1926 and led the opposition to the 
Government. He was arrested in March 1930 on a charge of inc.Ung 
people against the Government and opposing the separation of Bun 
from India in a public meeting at Rangoon. Acquitted, he returned to 
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Calcutta and led the Civil Disobedience Movement. Sen Gupta visited 
England when the Round Table Conference began in 1931 and there he 
forcefully presented the Congress point of view before the public. He 
addressed the members of the British Parliament and presented before 
them the findings of his enquiry into the atrocities committed by the 
police and troops in Chittagong following the Armory' Raid. Arrested in 
January 1932, Deshapriya Jatindra Mohan was detained in Poona and 
Darjeeling. Later, he was brought to Ranchi where his health failed due 
to the rigours of imprisonment. A lighter for freedom all his life, 
Jatindra Mohan died in internment. 

GOVIND BALLABH PANT 
(1887-1961) 

Govind Ballabh hailed from Almora district of U.P. Following a 
brilliant academic career, he joined the legal profession at Allahabad. 
In 1916 he was elected to the All India Congress Committee and served 
as the Swarajist leader of the opposition in the U.P. Council for seven 
years. Elected President of the U.P. Congress Committee in 1927, Pant 
was prominent in organising demonstrations against the Simon 
Commission. A member of the Congress Working Committee, he was 
twice imprisoned between 1930 and 1932 for his participation in the 
Civil Disobedience movement. In 1934, Pant was elected to the Central 
Legislative Asscmoly and acted as the Deputy Leader of the Congress 
Party. 

Author of the famous "Pant Report" on agrarian reforms in U.P., he 
formed the first Congress ministry of his province in 1937. Following 
another spell of imprisonment during the Quit India movement, he took 
part in the negotiations with the British on the transfer of power. In 
1946 he again became the Chief Minister of U.P. and was responsible 
for its all-round progress for the subsequent eight years, including the 
abolition of Zamindari. 

Pant became the Home Minister of the Union Government in 1955 
and associated himself with the re-organisation of states. A recipient of 
Bharat Ratna, Pant was one of our ablest politicians and 
parliamentarians. 

ASAJF ALI 
(1858-1953) 

Coming from an upper class family of UP, Asaf Ali studied in 
Lincoln’s Inn and was called to the Bar in 1912. 

Returning to India in 1914. he started his legal career at Delhi and 
later joined the Home Rule movement. He participated in all the 
movements launched by the Congress and suffered imprisonment. He 
became the General Secretary of the Congress in 1927. A member of 
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the Central Legislature he occupied various party positions between 
1934 and 1946. He was also elected to the Delhi Municipal Committee 
several times. An active Congressmen, he was arrested in Bombay in 
1942 and was detained, along with other leaders, in the Ahmednagar 
Fort. On release in 1945, he took up the Secretaryship of the I.N.A. 
Defence Committee. Later, in 1946, be joined the Interim Government 
as a Minister and took part in the proceedings of the Constituent 
Assembly. Asaf Ali was India’s first Ambassador to Washington and 
later he served as the Governor of Orissa. While serving in Switzerland 
as India’s Ambassador he passed away. 

JAMNALAL BAJAJ 
(1889-1942) 

Born in Jaipur State, Jamanla! became the adopted son of a 
millionaire of Wardha. In 1915 he came under the influence of 
Gandhiji and in 1920 he was elected the Chairman of the Congress 
Reception Committee at Nagpur. Thereafter he occupied the position of 
the Congress Treasurer - a post he held throughout his life. He also 
served the Nagpur Pradesh Congress as its President in 1924. 

At the call of Gandhiji, he gave up his title of Raj Bahadur in 1921, 
founded the Satyagraha Ashram at Wardha and donated a lakh of rupees 
for the support of lawyers renouncing practice to join the movement. In 
1923, he took part in the Flag Satyagraha at Nagpur and court arrested. 
While participating in the Salt Satyagraha and Individual Civil 
Disobedience movement he suffered imprisonment twice. 

Apart from agitational activities, Jamanla! was always involved in 
the constructive programme. He founded the Gandhi Seva Sangh, Gau 
Seva Sangh and Sasta Sahitya Mandal and also promoted the causes ol 
rural industries and Harijan uplift. In 1936 he gave Segaon village to 
Gandhiji as a gift. Gandhiji named it Scvagram and founded his ashram 

there. 

GOPINATH BORDOLOI 
(1890-1950) 

One of the builders of modern Assam, Bordoloi was bom at Roha 
in the Nowgong district and educated at Gauhati and Calcutta. A law 
graduate in 1915, he fust became a teacher and then a lawyer. In 1921 
he gave up his practice and was sentenced to one year’s imprisonment 
for his part in the Non-Cooperation Movement. He held many 
responsible posts connected with the municipal, educational and 
Congress activities. In 1937, he held the Congress Party in the Assam 
Legislative Assembly and became the Premier in 1938. He was 
imprisoned in 1941 and 1942 for taking part in the Individual 
Satyagraha and the Quit India movement. In 1946, he returned to 
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power again as the Premier of Assam and opposed the Cabinet Mission 
proposal for grouping Assam with Bengal. 

Profoundly interested in the all-round development of Assam, 
Bordoloi was largely responsible for setting up of Medical, Agricultural 
and Veterinary Colleges and the Gauhati University. He also did his 
utmost to industrialise the State. 




The Salt Satyagraha 


The Congress as its Calcutta session in 1928 agreed to accept the 
Dominion Status if granted by the British Government in a year. 
Failing this the Congress resolved to pursue the ideal ot complete 
Independence and organise a non-violent struggle. The response of the 
Government was negative as usual. It merely proposed to hold a Round 
Table Conference of all parties in London to discuss India s future 
constitution. So the Congress at Lahore in December 1929, under the 
Presidentship of Jawaharlal Nehru, declared complete Independence as 
the goal, decided to boycott the Round Table Conference and took steps 
to launch a programme of civil disobedience. Gandhiji started the 
campaign on 12 March, 1930 when he began the historic Dandi March 
to make salt on the sea-shore in defiance of the Salt Law. His breaking 
of the Salt Law on 6 April was the signal for a mass movement 
throughout India. The manufacture of contraband salt and the 
opposition to the sale of foreign goods and liquor were soon reinforced 
by the violation of the Forest Laws and various prohibitory orders. The 
arrest of Gandhiji and other Congress leaders further intensified the 
movement and the "No-Tax" campaign was begun. The Satyagrahi raid 
on the Dharsana salt depot, the refusal of the peasants to pay the land 
tax in Awadh, Kishorgang, Buldana, Midnaporc and in Ankola and 
Siddapur taluks of Karnataka were characteristic of the tempo of 
popular resistance. The resistance spread quickly and reached the 
farthest corners of the country. The Khudai Khidmatgars under Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan in the North-West Frontier Province defied all forms of 
Government coercion at Peshwar. Disaffection touched the Indian army 
and two platoons of the Gahrwal Rifles refused to open fire on 
Satyagrahis. 

The participants in the Salt Satyagraha came from the various strata 
of Indian society. However, the participation of women in the agitation 
everywhere was unprecedented. The Government retaliated through a 
policy of repression - mass arrests, indiscriminate beating and firing, 
confiscation of property and a reign of terror led by troops and punitive 
forces. Unable to suppress the upsurge by force, the Government 
finally had to assume a conciliatory attitude. The Indian leaders were 
released from jails in January 1931 and negotiations for a "truce" began. 
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The parleys resulted in the Gandhi-Irwin settlement and the Congress 
agreed, under the settlement, to suspend the movement and join the 
Round Table Conference while the Government withdrew its repressive 
measures and released political prisoners excepting those guilty of 
violence. Following a futile participation in the second Round Table 
Conference. Gandhiji came back to India to find the Government 
continuing its policy of repression in full swing. In January 1932 the 
Congress, therefore, was obliged to resume civil disobedience. The 
dismal Government record of whole-sale violence was repeated once 
again. The Congress was declared unlawful, its leaders were arrested 
and public meetings and demonstrations were forbidden. The 
movement continued till May 1934 when the Congress decided to allow 
the proposed new Constitution of 1935 a lair trial. 

KASINATHUNI NAGESWARA RAO 
(1862-1938) 

Born at Elakura in Andhra Pradesh, Nageswara Rao had his 
education in Madras and started his career as a businessman by joining 
a foreign commercial firm in Bombay and eventually became its owner 
by dint of his labour and honesty. 

Following the Surat Congress in 1907, Nageswara Rao started a 
Telugu weekly paper, Andhra Patrika, with a conviction that the 
creation of a separate Andhra Pradesh could fulfill the aspirations of the 
Telugu-spcaking people. In 1914 be shifted to Madras and converted 
Andhra Patrika into a daily by highlighting the Telugu social life and 
culture. A few years later, in 1920, at the call of Gandhiji, Nageswara 
Rao joined the Non-Cooperation Movement and mobilised the public 
opinion in its favour. A member of the All India Congress Committee, 
he was also the President of the Andhra Mahasabha which honoured 
him by conferring on him the titles Dcshoddharaka and Visvadata. 

A lover of art, Nageswara Rao started a Telugu monthly, Bharati, in 
1924 and devoted it to the purposes of research in art and culture. His 
admiration for art was simply rewarded by the establishment of Sri 
Durga Kalamandiram at Vijayawada. A stauch patriot, he also 
participated in the Salt Satyagraha and suffered imprisonment in 1930. 
Later he was elected a member of the Madras Legislative Assembly. 

KASTURBA GANDHI 
(1869-1944) 

Coming from a merchant family of Porbandar, Kasturba, 
endearingly called "Ba", was married to Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi in 1882. As a devoted wife, she shared fully the eventual life of 
Gandhiji, through joys and sufferings. 

"Ba" remained in the forefront of all Gandhiji’s political 
strugglcs-right from the days of South African Satyagraha. She was one 
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of the lirst of a group of Indian women to be imprisoned in the 
Transvaal. 

Later, n Ba" served many terms in prison and often travelled with 
Gandhiji. Quiet and unassuming, but resolute and devoted, "Ba" 
addressed numerous meetings and inspired multitudes of men and 
women in India’s struggle for independence. Arrested for participating 
in the Quit India movement in 1942, she died while serving her term of 
imprisonment in Poona. 

VITHALBHAI PATEL 
( 1871 - 1933 ) 

Vithalbhai Patel studied law in U.K. and started practice at 
Bombay. Simultaneously he established himself as a reputed politician. 
In 1919, as a Congressman, he visited England to give evidence before 
the Joint Committee on Reforms. 

Vithalbhai became the President of Bombay Municipal Corporation 
in 1924. He joined the Central Legislative Assembly in 1925 and was 
elected its President. During his tenure as the President, Vithalbhai 
spared no opportunity of wresting from the executive government every 
power that he would get for the Assembly. Out of his salary as 
President, Vithalbhai donated an amount of Rs. 1656 every month to 
Gandhiji which he used in 1935 for founding a school for girls. 

Relinquishing the office of President in 1930, Vithalbhai joined the 
Civil Disobedience movement and suffered imprisonment. While 
travelling in Europe and America he promoted and propagated the cause 
of his country’s independence. Under the heavy pressure of work he 
lost his health and ultimately passed away in Vienna. 

SAROJINI NAIDU 
( 1879 - 1949 ) 

Born in a family reputed for its scholarly background, Sarojini was 
educated in England. She showed a marked flair for literature at an 
early age which later found expression in beautiful English verses and 
earned her the title "Nightingale of India". Sarojini’s poems were 
typically Indian finding expressions through a Western language and 
partly, Western influence. 

Turning a Home Rule Leaguer in 1916 at the call of Mis. Bcsant, 
Sarojini relegated her literary and domestic activities to the background' 
She then placed herself in the forefront of the national struggle and 
distinguished herself as one of the chief lieutenants and confidants of 
Gandhiji. She was the first Indian lady to preside over the Congress 
(Kanpur, 1925). During the Salt Satyagraha she took over the supreme 
charge of the Civil Disobedience movement and led the salt raids at 
Dharsana in 1930. She also played an important role in all the 
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subsequent political movements. At the beginning of the Quit India 
movement in 1942, she was arrested and detained with Gandhiji at the 
Aga Khan Palace, Poona. She toured the foreign countries several 
times to put forward the Indian point ol view. Chairman of the Asian 
Relations Conference in 1947, she was the first Indian lady to become 
the Governor of Uttar Pradesh in free India. 


A champion of the emancipation of women, Sarojini, fought all her 
life against poverty, ignorance and social taboos. 

NARAYAN MALHAR JOSHI 
( 1879 - 1955 ) 

Born in Kolaba district of Maharashtra, Joshi was educated at 
Poona and Bombay. A philanthropist, Joshi began his public life by 
joining the Servants of India Society in 1909 and became renowned for 
promoting the cause of labour welfare. Some ol the organisations with 
which he remained closely associated were the Bombay Social Service 
League, Bombay Presidency Social Reform Association, Legal Aid 
Society! Released Prisoners Aid Society. Indian Trade Union Congress 
and the Civil Liberties Union. 


Serving on the Governing Body of the I.L.O. in 1922 he remained 
its member for several years. He was elected a member of the Bombay 
Corporation in 1919 and represented the labour interests in the 
Legislature from 1921-1947. A delegate to the Round Table 
Conference, he also served the Joint Parliamentary Committee as its 
member. He represented the labour at the Royal Commission on Indian 
Labour and assisted in the formulation of the Government policy on 
various occasions. Becoming a member ol the National Planning 
Committee, he worked as the Chairman of its Labour Sub-Committee. 
He was a member of the Central Pay Commission m 1947 A pioneer 
of labour organisation and welfare, Joshi was an important leader ot the 
Indian Trade Union movement. Working in the slums, he initiate 
programmes for improving the living conditions ol the textile workeis 
of Bombay. He organised creches, dispensaries for women and childr 
and industrial training schools and co-operative societies. 
BHOGARAJU PATTABHI SITARAMAYYA 

"“cS rro» . l»».... »[ k*™« E»°™- 
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himself in politics in Andhra. Renouncing h.s lucrative prat ■<t x 
1916 he became a full-time worker ol the Congress. The L 

iLr he successfully carved out a place for Andhra in the Congress by 
y m ,<tv idvoc iling the re-distribution of provinces on linguistic 
J^s. I 1 / 1919 , he enlivened Indian journalism by starting an Eng is 
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journal, Janmabhumi, which served as the organ of the Congress. His 
fearless writings often led to the Government’s farming seditious 
charges against them. President of the Andhra Provincial Congress 
Committee in 1938, he became the President of the Indian National 
Congress in 1948 and was largely responsible for the re-organisation of 
free India on linguistic basis. He became the Governor of Madhya 
Pradesh in 1952. 

A participant in all the political movements for freedom, 
Pattabhi suffered imprisonment several times. Besides political 
activities, he devoted his energies to the constructive programmes 
and founded several institutions. Pioneering the cause of National 
Education lie promoted the advent of the Andhra Jateeya Kalashala. 
Believing in co-operative movement as an integral part of a 
socialistic economy, he was responsible for the establishment of 
co-operative banks. 

The official historian of the Congress, Pattabhi wielded ? 
forceful pen and was known as an interpreter and commentator o 
Gandhism. 

MASTER TARA SINGH 
( 1885 - 1967 ) 

Born at Harial in the Potohar district near Rawalpindi, MasterTar 
Singh was educated at Amritsar. Starting his career as a teacher h 
became the Headmaster of Khalsa High School at Lyallpur in 1908 an. 
later developed it into a full-grown college. When the Gurudwar 
Reform movement started in 1921 he joined it and became its leadinj 
figure The Sbiromani Gurdw'ara Prabandhak Samity often came inti 
clashes with the high-handed authorities and Tara Singh, its Secretary 
suffered imprisonment several times. 

President of the Akali Dal in 1930, he actively participated in the 

Civil Disobedience Movement and follow ing the massacre of Peshawar, 

he led a Jatha of 100 Sikhs to the Frontier. He was arrested, however, at 

Lahore and put into jail. While undergoing detention he was elected 

President ol the Shiromani Gurdw'ara Prabandhak Committee. Well 

known for his strength of character and determination. Master Tara 

Singh w'as opposed to the division of India. He rejected the Cripps 

Proposals in 1942 on the ground that they contained ‘germs’ for the 
partition of the country. 

In a tree India, he led the agitation for a separate Sikh State and 
, U,lto dca,h for i,s realisation. One of the organisers of 
iqc V* 1 j IC , Aka 1 part >'’ hc was re-elected President of the Akali Dal in 
1954 ^id th a t G f the Shiromani Gurdw'ara Prabandhak Committee in 
. Later hc formed the ’Save Democracy Committee’ consisting of 
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all the opposition parties of the Punjab. An eminent writer in the 
Punjab, Tara Singh also edited the Sant Scpahi.a monthly magazine. 

ACHARYA NARENDRA DEV 
( 1839 - 1956 ) 

Born at Faizabad in U.P., Narendra Dev was educated at Allahabad. 
He joined the Faizabad Bar in 1915 as a promising lawyer. When 
Gandhiji launched the Non-Cooperation Movement he gave up his 
practice and was one of the first to join the lray. Entering the kashi 
Vidyapeeth as its Vice-Principal he became its Principal (Acharya) in 
1925. In' 1937, he was elected to the U.P. Legislative Assembly. 

A member of the Provincial Committee and the All India Congress 
Committee, Narendra Dev was elected to the U.P.C.C. as its President 
in 1936. For several years he remained a member ol the Congress 
Working Committee and wielded great influence over the Congress 
policies. An ardent patriot, Narendra Dev took prominent part in all the 
movements launched for the liberation of the country. Arrested by the 
British police, he spent over six years of his life in jail. 

Narendra Dev identified himself with the socialist elements within 
the Congress and was the President of the Socialist Conlcrencc at Patna 
in 1934. A leading Congress Socialist, Narendra Dev finally broke-oil 
from the Congress in 1948. He organised the Socialist Party and, lor 
several years, served as its Chairman. Later, the Socialist Par y was 
merged with the Kisan Ma/door Praja Party under the name ot Praja 

Socialist Party. 

A renowned educationist and a profound scholar Narendra Dev 
served the universities of Lucknow and Banaras as Vice-Chancellor and 
represented the country in various international conlcrentes. 

RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR 

(188 Bc-lmiging to the ruling family of Kapurthala in the Punjab, Raj 
Ku not r i^vas oorn in Lucknow and educated in England. She cam- 
contact with Gandhiji in 1919 and soon became bn. close lol o 
and a life long associate. She also served him as a Secretary 

sixteen years. . 

the independent India as its first Hcallh Minister. 
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progress of women and the Harijan uplift and cndeavouicd to eradicate 
the early marriage, purdah and illiteracy. She was the founder-member 
of the All India Women’s Conference and the foundcr-President of the 
Indian Council for Child Welfare. She also guided the Indian Red 
Cross movement during its crucial years. 

RAH AHMAD KIDWAI 
( 1894 - 1954 ) 

Born in a Zamindar family of Masauli in U.P., Kidwai graduated 

from Aligarh, joined the Non-Cooperation Movement and was 

imprisoned. On release he served Motilal Nehru as his Secretary and 

took keen interest in the developments ol Swaraj Party. In 192b he was 

elected a member of the Central Legislative Assembly and became the 

Chief Whip of the Congress Party in the House. A participant in the 

Salt Satyagraha in 1930, Kidwai took an active part in all the 

subsequent movements in 1932. 1940 and 1942 and suffered 

imprisonment. He was involved in the ‘no-tax’ campaign among the 

peasants of Rai Bareilley, and later agitated against the moderate policy 
of the Congress. 


Having served as General Secretary of the U.P. Provincial 
Congress, he was elected its President in 1935 and was subsequently 
elected to the U.P. Legislative Assembly in 1937. He served the 
Congress ministry as the Revenue Minister and also acted as the 
Premier on several occasions. The Home Minister of U.P. in 1946 he 

!nrt'rh J ?nM he ■ < r c,, 1 lra ' ° ,t ; i,1C >- n *' ™ Minister for Communication 
and then as Minister tor Food and Agriculture till his death. 

A stern realist and a dedicated worker, Kidwai was reputed for his 
administrative qualities. The night air service, the Own Your Telephone 
Scheme, the AU-UP Postal Service and the postal holidays on Sundays 

cltslZnht HiS WaS a,so a ^sterly handling of a 

catastrophic food situation in the country. 

KAMALA NEHRU 
( 1899 - 1936 ) 

Born in a Kashmiri family settled in Delhi , i 

"" ■■!»!»? ■»* was married I^cT w '" 

he husband joined the Non-Cooperation Movement she uhd 
followed him. But she was never merely a shadow „ h e 8 , 7 

imprisonment Kama,a left a brief message: "..7:,,, collfidem^tThe 
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people will leave no stone unturned to uphold the dignity of the national 
flag." 

An ardent patriot and a devoted wife, Kamala fought against her 
illness with the same vigour and steadfastness with which she upheld 
the cause of her country. Bravely bearing the unhappy separation from 
her husband, who was often in jail, she dismissed every suggestion of 
the Government for a conditional release of Jawaharlal, even then she 
needed his presence most. 

LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI 
( 1904 - 1966 ) 

Born at Mughalsarai in U.P. Shastri joined the Non-Cooperation 
Movement and suffered imprisonment in 1921. On release, be studied 
at the Kashi Vidyapeeth, where he was awarded the degree Shastri. 
Joining the Servants of the People Society in 1926, he occupied various 
posts in the Provincial Congress became its Secretary in 1935. Elected 
a member of the U.P. Legislature in 1937, he was re-elected in 1946 and 
served as the Parliamentary Secretary to the Chief Minister. In 1947, he 
joined the U.P. Cabinet as the Home Minister and became the Secretary 
of the Congress in 1951. In 1952 he successfully geared the Congress 
party machinery to fight the general elections. Becoming the Railway 
Minister at the Centre, he resigned from the position following a major 
railway accident in 1956. He also served as the Home Minister and 
succeeded Nehru as the Prime Minister of India in 1964. 

As Prime Minister, Shastri successfully guided and led the country 
towards the social and economic progress and upheld India’s influence 
at the international level. In 1965 he faced the Indo-Pak crisis with 
supreme confidence and then strove peace and good neighbourly 
relations in the sub-continent. For this purpose he went to Tashkent in 
1966 and died shortly after signing the Declaration. 
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Following the suspension of the Non-Cooperation Movement in 
February 1992 there was a lull in the political arena. To take stock of 
the situation the Congress appointed a Civil Disobedience Committee in 
June 1922. Some members of this committee recommended that the 
non-cooperators should now contest the elections (under the 
Constitution of 1919) on the issues of redress of the Punjab and Khilalat 
wrongs and immediate Swaraj. But others were not in favour of the 
move and pleaded lor maintaining the status quo. The difference of 
opinion resulted in a division of the Congress ranks into "Pro-changers" 
and "No-changers". The issue was debated at the Gaya session of the 
Congress in 1922. The "Pro-changers" were in a minority and 
consequently formed the Swaraj Party. In 1923. a compromise was 
arrived at the Delhi Special Session and the Swarajists successfully 
contested the general elections in the same year. Their performance 
was impressive in most of the provincial assemblies. In the Central 
Legislature they commanded a majority with the support of independent 
members. The Swarajists demanded the release of all political 
prisoners, repeal of repressive laws, provincial autonomy and the 
immediate summoning of a Round Table Conference to draw up a 
scheme for full control of the Councils over the Government. When the 
Government refused to comply they threatened to bring the 
administration to a deadlock by refusing to vote supplies. The 
stalemate, continued for sometime till the Swarajists decided to leave 
the assemblies "in search of other ways to achieve our objects". With 
the Lahore session of the Congress in 1929 ended a phase of 
constitutional politics in India. 

The Parliamentary programme was revived again in 1934 when the 
Congress set up its Parliamentary Board. Under the Act of 1935 it 
contested the elections in 1937 and secured a clear majority in six 

fTiTwcn' 6 ” Bihar ’ Bombay ’ Madras > C.P. and Bcrar, U.P. and Orissa. 
In N.w.FP., Bengal and Assam it came out as the largest single party. 

After the elections the Congress decided to assume office of an 

assurance from the British authorities that the Provincial Governors 

would not interfere with the administration. Congress ministers were 

tomied in six of the eleven provinces. Twenty-Four Congress members 
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also returned to the Central Legislative Assembly and focussed 
nationalist attention on the various political issues and defects of the 
administration. In the provinces the Congress ministries took steps in 
the field of labour dispute arbitration, spread of primary education, 
prohibition and the improvement of the conditions of the Harijans. All 
the ministries worked to affording relief to the Kisans. With the 
outbreak of war in 1939 the Congress ministries in the provinces 
resigned in protest against the unilateral British decision to drag India 
into the war. The situation for another struggle was developing and the 
Congress had to shift its attention, once again, from constitutionalism to 
civil disobedience. 


C HITT ARAN] AN DAS 
( 1870 - 1925 ) 

Encumbered with the family debts Chittaranjan struggled for a 
foothold in the legal profession in Calcutta and made his mark in 1908 
when he was able, as a defence lawyer, to free Aurobindo in the Alipore 
Bomb Case. Thereafter he built up a fabulous practice clearing almost 
Rs.50,000 a month and paid off the time-barred debts. Participating in 
the anti-Partition agitation. Das rose into prominence in 1917 when he 
presided over the Bengal Provincial Congress Conference at 
Bhowanipore, played an active role in the Calcutta Session of the 
Congress and agitated against the Defence of India Act. In 1918 he 
denounced the Montague-Chclmsford scheme of sprinkling ot 
constitutional justice and went to the Punjab to enquire unofficially into 
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. Initially opposed to Gandhiji s 
Non-coopcrtion programme. Das accepted it at the Nagpur Congress 
Session in 1920. An overwhelmed nation saw him coming back to 
Calcutta to renounce his profession and lead the Non-Cooperation 
Movement. A President-elect for the Abmcdabad Congress Session, Das 
was imprisoned in connection with the boycott of the Prince of Wales 
visit. In 1922 he presided over the Congress session at Oaya, 
enunciated his council entry programme for wrecking the Cc J nst, ^ t '^ 
from within and formed the Swaraj Party. Winning the Bengal elections 
in 1923 he spurned an offer of ministry and attempted to disnipt be 
dyarchy. A Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation and the maker of the 
Hindu Muslim Pact in Bengal (1923), Chittaranjan a ™ 'V TCS ' de * 
the All India Trade Union Congress in 1923 and 1924. hi 192 
Dcshbandhu - the man of proverbial munificence and 1 ' 

claimed as the President of the Provincial Conference at Fandp 
(1925): "Swaraj for the masses and not for the classes . 

tanguturi frakasam 

Beginning as an obscure pleader of Rajamundiy in 
Prakasam gradually rose to the position of a Barrister in Ma g 
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Court with a lucrative practice. He was always interested in politics hut 
not involved in it till 1921, when he gave up the legal profession and 
joined the freedom movement at the call of Gandhiji. Prakasam also 
started a daily, Swarajya, to spread the message of Non-Cooperation. 
His brave deeds during the anti-Simon Commission agitation in Madras 
in 1928 and the Salt Satyagraha campaign earned him the title "Andhra 
Kcsari". Prakasam was the Revenue Minister in the Rajagopalachari 
Ministry of Madras in 1937. Despite all opposition of the officials and 
limitations of the Act of 1935, he attempted to establish the ownership 
of the rayat over the soil. The credit for the abolition of the Zamindarv 
system in Madras should largely go to Prakasam. In 1945 he became 
the Chief Minister of Madras even though Gandhiji and the Congress 
did not approve of it. When the new Andhra State was formed in 1953 
he became its first Chief Minister. 


S. SRINIVASA IYENGAR 
( 1874 - 1941 ) 

Born at Ramajathapuram, Srinivasa Iyengar studied in Madras. 
Setting up his legal practice in 1898, he rose to be the leader of the Bar 
and was appointed Advocate-General of Madras in 1916. Recipient of 
various honours, Iyengar was shocked at the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre. Renouncing his title, he also resigned from his membership 
of the Legislative Council and gave up the Advocate-Generalship. 

Secretary of the Reception Committee of the Congress at Madras in 
1914, Iyengar la’er became the President of the Tamilnadu Congress 
and presided over the Congress session at Gauhati in 1926. The same 
year he became a member of the Central Legislative Assembly and was 
elected Deputy Leader of the Opposition. In 1928. he organised the 
boycott of the Simon Commission. Starting the Independence of India 

League, he differed with the Nehru Report on the question of 
Independence. 


Iyengar always stood foi freedom, equality and justice and 
advocated the secularisation of politics and public life. He also pleaded 
lor the establishment of a welfare state, planned economy and a 
socialistic pattern of society. 


President ol the Social Relorm Association, he worked to do away 
with communal inequalities. 

BHULABHAI DESAI 
( 1877 - 1946 ) 

Born in an agriculturist family in Gujarat, Bhulabhai received his 
education at Calcutta. After a stint at teaching, he set up a legal practice 
in Bombay and served as the Advocate-General there for some time. 


, 0 ., Bhul l a 1 bhai madc his dcbul politics as a Home Rule Leaguer in 
1 16 and later joined the Liberal Party. He appeared on behalf of the 
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Bardoli peasants before the Broomfield Committee in 1925 and was a 
member of the Public Debt Scrutiny Committee appointed by the 
Congress. Joining the Congress in 1930, he established the Swadeshi 
Sabha for promoting the boycott of foreign goods and suffered 
imprisonment in 1932 and 1933. He took a leading part in reviving the 
parliamentary programme in 1934. Elected to the Central Legislative 
Assembly he served as the leader of the Opposition. 

President of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee and a 
member of the Working Committee, he offered individual Satyagraha in 
1940 and suffered imprisonment. He negotiated the Desai - Liaquat 
Pact in 1944 as a measure of solving the Indian constitutional deadlock. 
His last and perhaps the greatest contribution to the national cause was 
his brilliant defence of the l.N.A. prisoners in 1945. 

BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY 
( 1882 - 1962 ) 

Born in Patna, Bidhan Chandra was educated in Bankipur and 
went to England completing his medical studies in Calcutta. He was 
the only student in India to obtain his M.R.C.P. and F.R.C.S. in one 
year. Returning home in 1911, Bidhan Chandra joined the 
Provincial Medical Service and gradually became a very reputed 
physician. In 1916 began his long association with Calcutta 
University when he was elected a Fellow. Later be became the 
President of the University’s Board of Accounts, a member of the 
Syndicate and the Vice-Chancellor. A close associate of Dcshbandhu 
C.R. Das, Roy entered politics with a bang in 1923 when he was 
elected to Bengal Legislative Assembly by defeating the veteran 
Moderate Leader, Surcndra Nath Banerjee. Joining the Swaraj Party, 
he was returned to the Council in 1926 and 1929 and was the Mayor 
of Calcutta from 1931 to 1933. Primarily an organiser, he was not to 
be seen in the forefront ol agitational politics ol the Congress - though 
he had been a member ol its Working Committee for some time. 
Bidhan Chandra - the confident of Gandhi and the Nchrus-cxcclled 
in behind-thc-sccnc negotiations. His was a vital supporting role in 
the Civil Disobedience and other movements launched by the 
Congress. A visionary and a realist, Bidhan Chandra taced, as the 
Chief Minister from 1948 to 1962, the terrible problems of a 
partitioned West Bengal and to a large measure successfully 

overcame them. 

S. SATYAMURTI 
( 1887 - 1943 ) 

Popularly known as the ‘Firebrand of South India’, Satyamurti was 
born in Tirumayam, a village in Pudukkotlai district. Inheriting a sound 
knowledge of Sanskrit from his father, he obtained a law degree from 
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Madras. Though he enrolled himself as a lawyer, he did not join the 
legal profession and began a political career. 

In 1919 and 1926 he went to England and delivered speeches 
advocating the cause of India’s freedom. Resigning from the Madras 
Legislative Council in 1930, he actively participated in the Salt 
Satyagraha, led the Civil Disobedience movement and suffered 
imprisonment. Becoming the President of the Tamil Nadu Provincial 
Congress in 1935, lie was elected member of the Central Legislature. 
During his tenure, the resolutions he put forth and the questions that he 
asked arc a tangible proof of his statemanship. An able parliamentarian, 
Satyamurti became the Mayor of the Madras Corporation in 1939. He 
finalised the plans for the Poondi Dam Project which later in 1948, was 
renamed as Satyamurti Sagar in his honour. Arrested in 1942 for 
participating in the Quit India movement, he died while under 
detention. 

GANESH VASUDEO MAVALANKAR 

Born at Baroda, Mavalankar studied law at Bombay and set up his 
practice at Ahmcdabad in 1913. Entering public life in 1916, he 
became the Secretary of the Gujarat Sabha and participated in the 
no-rent campaign in Kaira. Plunging himself into the Non-Cooperation 
Movement in 1921, he gave up the profession and served Gujarat 
Vidyapccth as an honorary professor. Appointed General Secretary of 
the Gujarat Provincial Congress Committee in 1921 he also worked as 
the General Secretary of the Congress. Later, he suffered imprisonment 
for his role in the Salt Satyagraha, Civil Disobedience Movement, 
Individual Satyagraha and the Quit India Movement. While in jail he 
engaged himself in the reform of hardened criminals. 

President ot the Ahmcdabad Municipality, Mavlankar was elected 
to the Bombay Legislative Assembly in 1937 and became its Speaker. 

In 1946, he was elected President of the Central Legislative 
Assembly. As Speaker of ihc Lok Sabha of Indian Republic he set up 

great traditions and laid a solid foundation for the parliamentary 
democracy in India. J 

A patriot, an educationist and an indefatigable social worker. 
Mavalankar was associated with various institutions like the Gandhi 
and kasturba Memorial Funds and Gita Mandir. 
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The revolt of 1857 was not the end of India’s armed resistance to 
the British Raj. It continued in the shape of tribal risings (like those of 
the Mundas and the Rampas), peasant revolts (the Wahabis and the 
Kukas), patriotic local opposition (as in Manipur) and civil rebellions 
(like that of Phadke). These were the spontaneous reactions of the 
people to the socio-economic situation prevailing under the British rule. 
The repression of the Government, the blunting of constitutional 
agitation and the impatience of extremism infiammed the tempers of the 
youth - who felt that the British must be overthrown by force. The cult 
of bombs and guns, secret societis and the assassination of hated British 
officials made their appearances following the Swadeshi movement 
(1905). The setting up of organisations like Anusilan and Jugantar in 
Eastern India and Abhinav Bharat in Western India marked the progress 
of revolutionary activities throughout the country. Numerous 
conspiracies and acts of terrorism were worked out by the 
revolutionaries who suffered long terms of imprisonment or died on the 
gallows. Some of them went abroad and established centres for 
propaganda, funds and smuggling of arms like the Indian Independence 
Committee in Berlin or the Ghadr Party at San Francisco. During the 
first World War they attempted to obtain help from the enemies of 
Britain, sent missions to West and South East Asian countries and even 
established a Provincial Government in Afghanistan. But the plan of a 
concerted rising in Bengal, the Punjab and the U.P., with German arms 
during 1914-15, could not be put into effect. The coordination between 
the Indian revolutionaries abroad and in India was too difficult to 
overcome British vigilance. The desperate deeds of the revolutionaries, 
their daring plaits and indifference of death inspired the people. This 
object of inspiring the people in the path of armed struggle against the 
British rule was the motive of revolutionary activities following the 
First World War. Their ‘propaganda of death’, began with the Kakori 
Conspiracy (1925) matured wilh the Lahore Conspiracy Case (1929) 
and reached its climax in the Chittagong rising (1930-33). But the 
revolutionaries were also concerned about the limitations of individual 
heroism against a powerful British authority and some, like the 
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members of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army, were moving 
towards a socialist ideology and trying to puzzle out the problem of 
blending revolutionary actions with the anti-imperialist mass 
movement. In his own characteristic way Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
also attempted to solve this problem when he raised a liberation force in 
Germany and led the Indian National Army in South East Asia to 
synchronise its progress with the mass upsurge in India in 1942. The 
heroic campaign of the I N.A. could not realise the objective, but its 
effort thrilled the nation. 

VASUDEO BALWANT PHADKE 
(1845-1883) 

Born in a Chitpavan Brahmin family, Vasudeo Balwanl Phadke 
founded the first non-govcrnmcntal high school ol Poona. Bitter 
against the British Government, he saw in 1876 the great tamine ol 
Maharashtra, suffered with the suffering people and distributed among 
the needy whatever little property he had. He was convinced that the 
alien government - who allowed the people to die in hunger - should be 
forcibly replaced by a people's raj. Phadke gathered round him a 
following, organised the militant tribcs-Kolis and Ramoshis- 
cstablishcd a secret society and prepared for an armed revolt against the 
British. In February 1879 it began when Phadke’s men raided the 
villages surrounding Poona, collected money and issued notification 
against the British Government. The British police appeared on the 
scene and for months Phadke and the authorities were pursuing each 
other. Disgusted at the plundering zeal of his tribal forces spotted, 
chased and finally arrested him. Phadke was then tried at Poona and 
earned a transportation for life to Aden. Following an abortive attempt 
at escape and a period of hunger strike and protest against the prison 
arrangements, Phadke - the rebel and the dreamer-died of ill health. 

TIKENDRAJIT SINGH 
(1859-189) 

Tikcndrajit Singh, the son of the King of Manipur, Chandra Keerti 
(1850-86), was brave and strong from his boyhood and earned 
reputation as a tiger hunter. A man of considerable military ability he 
was the Scnapali and accompanied the British Political Aguit m 
Nana Hill expedition to quell the revolt ol Angara. Nagas But 
Tike nd raj it - the spirited and the arrogant • never had cordial relations 
with the British officials in the region. For a time, however, he got o 
well with the Political /.gent, Mr. Gmmvond, and was ah e 
overthrow the ruler of Manipur, Sura Chandra, in lJWII without any 
opposition. But soon the connections deteriorated and the BnI b 
authorities decided to replace Tikcndraj.fs rule in Manipur_by •« b 
up Kulachandra as the King. It resulted in the revolt ol T.kendraj. 


The Valour of our Nation 

Singh in March 1891 unleashing a war with the British forces. 
Eventually he was defeated by the superior army who occupied 
Manipur and held the Senapati a prisoner. Tried along with others, Bir 
Tikendrajit Singh, the patriot of Manipur, died on the gallows. 

MADAM BHIKAJI CAMA 
(1861-1936) 

Born in a prosperous Parsi family of Bombay, a nationalist Madam 
Bhikaji Cama was married into a loyalist family, had sharp differences 
with her husband and left for London in 1902. There her political 
aspirations received fresh impetus from Dadabhai Naoroji and Shyamji 
Krishna Verma. She undertook travels in Europe and America and in 
1907 she attended the Socialist Congress ai Stuttgart unfurling the Hag 
of Indian freedom. In 1908 she came back to London and joined 
Savarkar, Sardar Singh Rana, Mukund Dcsai and Virendranath 
Chattopadhyay and their "India House", in London soon became the 
nerve centre of patriotic extremism. Madam Cama wrote forcefully in 
Indian Sociologist and spoke regularly at the Hyde Park on Indian 
freedom. She also organised the Indian youth in U.K. and established 
the Free India Society. The watchful eyes of the British Government, 
however, compelled her to leave for Paris. Her Paris home soon 
became the meeting place of young revolutionaries, including Hardayal 
and Shaklatvala, and from here she published passionate appeals to her 
countrymen to wake up and rebel against the foreign rule. An advocate 
of armed revolution, she started Bande Mata ram to propagate her ideas. 
During the First World War Madam Cama was interned by the French 
Government and later she joined hands with the French Communists 
and came very close to the Russian Bolsheviks. After living in Paris for 
30 years Madam Cama was allowed to return to India in 1935 to 
breathe her last. 

MUHAMMAD BARKATULLAH 
(1864-1926) 

Born in Bhopal, Muhammad Barkatullah went to England in 1985. 
He came in close contact with the Indian nationalists there. He came 
back to India and associated himself with the Bengal revolutionaries 
following the Swadeshi days. In 1909 he went to Japan and published 
tor some time a journal, Islam Fraternity, which was stopped by the 
Japanese Government under British pressure. In 1914 Barkatullah 
reached the U.S.A. and joined the Ghadr party. With the outbreak of 
the First World War, he crossed over to Europe and joined the 
Indo-German Mission to Istanbul believing that India would be freed 
from the British rule through German support. The Mission proceeded 
to Afghanistan and formed a Provisional Free India Government under 
the leadership of Raja Mahcndra Pratap. But as the Afghan 
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Government was not helpiul, under British pressure, Barakatullah left 
lor Germany to work in the Indian Independence Committee in 
collaboration with Lala Hardayal, Dr. Champaka Raman Pillai and 
others. In Germany, for a brief period, he edited and published a 
journal, Naya Islam, and sought to indoctrinate Indian prisoners of war 
with anti-British ideas. When the war ended, Barkatullah toured the 
European countries pleading for India’s freedom. In 1921 he visited 
Russia and returned to Germany. He participated in the anti-imperialist 
Brussels Conference in 1927 and died as an exile. 


SOHAN SINGH BHAKNA 
(1870-1968) 

Born in a landholder’s family in Amritsar district, Sohan Singh 
Bhakna had a traditional Indian education and later he joined the 
Namdhari movement. In 1909 Sohan Singh went to the U.S.A. and 
worked as a labourer in a lumber mill. 


He was one of the founders of the Hindi Association of the Pacific 
Coast and its first President. He also undertook, along with Lala 
Hardayal and Pandit Kanshi Ram, the responsibility of founding a 
revolutionary organisation later known as Gbadr party, with its organ 
the Ghadr. When Hardayal was forced to leave the U.S.A. on the eve oi 
the First World War, Sohan Singh guided the party which aimed at 
securing a free Indian Republic. The Ghardites wanted to take 
advantage of the world war to strike at the British rule in India and 
began sending their members from Canada and the U.S.A. to India° 
start an armed revolt. At this point the Indian immigrants in the ship 
Komagatamary, were nol allowed to land at Vancouver It was 
returning to India with its agitated passenger when the war broke out. 
Sohan Singh was deputed to establish link with the Komagatamaru, 
spread revolutionary enthusiasm among its passengers and ensure is 
safe return to Calcutta with the help of the German diplomatic age ns 
Following the Komagatamaru Sohan Singh arrived in Calcutta and 
arrested. One of the chief accused in the first Lahore Conspiracy Case, 
he was sentenced to death, but the sentence was later commuted to 
transportation for life. In the Andamans, Sohan Singh had to undertake 
hunger strike several times in protest against the itfoat.es o the j.d 
authorities. In 1930 he was released, joined the Congress and took part 
in the Civil Disobedience movement. Thereafter he participated ... he 
Kisan Sabba movement and joined the Communist Party o n • 
Following the outbreak of the Second World War he was deta.lied in the 
Dcoli Camp In 1942 he was elected to preside over the All India Kisan 
Sabha sesrion and was arrested with other Kisan Sabha leaders. A 
leader of the Kisans, Sohan Singh in all spent more than twenty years in 


prison. 
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BIRSA MUNDA 
(1874-1902) 

Born in the suburb of Ranchi, Birsa was educated in missionary 
schools. To end the domination of the Brahmin priests and the 
Christian missionaries, Birsa originated a new tribal revivalistic cult and 
came to be known as "Bhagawan". Determined to free his agriculturist 
tribesmen from the oppressions of the local Mahajans, Zamindars, the 
police and the Government officials, Birsa asked the Mundas in 1958 to 
stop paying rent and undertaking begari. For this the police arrested 
Birsa who was later imprisoned in Ranchi for two years. Meanwhile 
the agitation among the Mundas continued. It, in fact, increased on 
account of the Zamindari and police oppressions and a famine in 1897 
in the Munda areas. In January 1897 Birsa was released from jail and 
came back to his people. In 1899 there was crop failure in the Munda 
lands and Birsa again started a campaign for no rent. In December 
1899 the Mundas, led by Birsa, rose in revolt attacking Zamindars, 
Mahajans, missionaries and the police. British troops were soon called 
to supress the rebellion, but Birsa's men continued the resistance in 
Ranchi and Singhbhum for nearly two months. It ended with the capture 
and death of young Birsa - suffering from cholera during the trial. 


BIRENDRANATH CHATTOPADHYAYA 
(1878-1946) 

Born in Dacca, Birendranath, the brother of Sarojini Naidu, came 
to England to pursue higher studies. Soon he came in contact with 
Savarkar and was baptised into the revolutionary creed. He was 
expelled from his Inn of Court in 1910 for his revolutionary activities. 
Meanwhile he developed close relations with the Indian revolutionaries 
in Europe and came to Paris to join Madam Cama’s Bandc Mata ram 
group. In England he took up the publication of the journal Indian 
Sociologist, and was associated later in Paris with TaKvar, another 
reputed revolutionary journal. He joined the famous "Berlin 
Committee" when it was founded in 1914 and was elected its Secretary. 
Soon after the Russian Revolution, "Chalto" (Birendranath’s nickname) 
came to Sweden in connection with the establishment of a branch of the 
Berlin Committee and got in touch with the leading Bolsheviks. At the 
conclusion of the First World War, the pro-Russian section of the Indian 
revolutionaries decided in a conference held at Stockholm, to send a 
representative to Moscow. The choice fell of Birendranath, who in the 
meantime, was moving towards the socialist ideals. He came to 
Moscow probably in 1922 and developed intimate relations with Lenin 
and Trotsky The later part of Birendranath’s life is shrouded in 
mystery. It is alleged that he was imprisoned by Stalin for being 
friendly to Trotsky. He was also reported to have taken up the Russian 
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citizenship and a leaching assignment in Moscow University. He was 
said to have died in 1946. 


VINAYAK DAMODAR SAVARKAR 

(1883-1966) 

Poet, scholar, social worker, historian and one of the earliest 
revolutionaries. Savarkar was born in a Chilpavan Brahmin family ot 
Maharashtra. In 1899, when he was just 16, he founded the Mitra 
Mandal, with the aim of achieving freedom, if necessary, by armed 
rebellion. In 1900, he joined the Fergussoir College, Poona, and 
impressed upon his fellow students the value of armed struggle. He 
also insisted upon their taking solemn oath that they would sacrifice 
everything for the sake of the Motherland. Although he passed the 
examination creditably, he was not awarded the degree because ot his 
revolutionary activities. He founded the Abhinava Bharat, before he 
proceeded to London, on a scholarship, to study law. There he started 
the Free India Society which became the chief organisation of terrorist 

activities. 


Arrested in 1910 Savarkar was extradited to India. During his 
voyage in capacity made a bold attempt to escape when his ship 
touched Marseilles. He was illegally re-anested by the British police 
on the French soil and brought back to India where he was sentenced to 
transportation for life and sent to the Andamans. On release in 1924, he 
was interned in Ratnagiri district, where he engaged himself in social 
work. Freed from internment in 1937, he joined the Hindu Mahasabha, 
served for several years as its President and devoted the rest of his me 

organising the Hindu community. 

LALA HARDAYAL 

(1884-1939) , . . 

Born in Delhi and studied in Oxford. England, Hardayal associated 

himself with the anti-British activities of Shyamji Vcrtna in Europe. 
Thereafter he visited India brietly with a v.ew to organising 
revolutionary activities against the British rule. Returning tc.Europe ... 
1908 he preached his ideas of violent revolution against the British Kaj. 
In 1911 Hardayal came to U.S.A. and joined Stanford University as a 
lecturer of Indian Philosophy. Forced to give up h,s job or h.spohb« 
activities, he was elected General Secretary of the Hindus an 
Association, later the Ghadr Party. A brilliant orator, be carried on Mi 
revolutionary propaganda through the party organ-Ghadr wire, 
arrested by the U S. police on British complaints and released on tail. 
Hardayal slipped to Geneva and resumed his activities by publish g 
Vande Malara.il. Soon he came to Berlin to organise the Indian 
Independence Committee, and successfully enlisted the support o 
Germany in its favour. The defeat ol Germany in the First World 
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disrupted his plans and paralysed his activities. Later years he spent in 
U.S.A. advocating India’s cause. 

RASHBEHARI BOSE 
( 1886 - 1945 ) 

Bom in Hooghly, Rashbehari became a junior official in the Forest 
Research Institute, Debra Dun, following an indifferent student career. 
Already in touch with the Jugantar group of revolutionaries in Bengal, 
he established secret links in the Punjab, Delhi and U.P. He planned 
and organised the bomb outrage on the Viceregal procession on 23 
December, 1912 for which his associates were caught and received 
capital punishment. Thereafter the absconding Rashbehari began 
operating from his Banaras hideout when a rising was planned in India 
during the First World War with German help. Rashbehari was joined 
by Pingley, Sachin Sanya! and the Ghadr partymen for the preparation 
of this rising and had connections with Jatin Mukherjec in Bengal. 
Rashbehari’s plans were discovered with the arrest of Pingley in Meerut 
Cantonment. 


In 1915, Rashbehari managed to escape to Japan. The Japanese 
authorities wanted to arrest and deport him under the political pressure 
from the British. But he evaded arrest with the help of the Black 
Dragon Party. Later he married a Japanese and became a citizen of 
Japan but continued to propagate the cause of Indian Independence. 
With the beginning of the Second World War he organised a conference 
in Tokyo in March 1942 of Indians living in South East Asia. The 
conference resulted in the birth of Indian Independence League at 
Bangkok, which under Rashbehari’s leadership formed the Indian 
National Army by recruiting Indian prisoners of war. Later he invited 
and passed over the leadership of the organisation to Netaji. Rashbehari 
died when Japan was collapsing in the war. 


MAD AN LAL DHINGRA 
( 1877 - 1909 ) 


Madan Lai Dhingra studied at Amritsar and Lahore and briefly 
served the Kashmir Settlement Department and the Simla-Kalka Tonga 
service before joining the University College of Engineering in London 
in 1906. There he came under the influence of Savarkar and associated 
himself with the Indian Home Rule Society and the Abhinav Bharat. 
On 1 July, 1909, at a gathering in the Imperial Institute of Science and 
Technology, London, Madan Lai shot and killed Sir William Cur/on 
Wylhc, Political Aide to the Secretary of State for India, who it was 
said, was swayed by Sir William into adopting a policy of unrestrained 
repression in India. Dhingra was arrested and tried for murder He 
defended his action: "I believe that a nation held on by foreign bayonets 
is in a perpetual stale of war. Since open battle is rendered impossible 




Pillars of Modern India 


to a disarmed race, I attacked by surprise". Sentenced to death, he died 

on the gallows. 

KS HUD I RAM BOSE 
( 1889 - 1908 ) 

Giving up studies to join the Swadeshi movement, Kshudiram was 
associated with the Chhatra Bhandar-an emporium for country-made 
articles in Midnapore. He took an outstanding part in the Kasai flood 
relief work and joined the revolutionary group of his district. While 
distributing a seditious leaflet - Sonar Bangla - Kshudiram was 
prosecuted in 1906 and w'as let off in consideration of immature age. In 
1908 the Juganta group of revolutionaries decided to kill Kin^ford, the 
notorious and oppressive Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta. 
Prafulla Chaki, who was originally commissioned for the outrage, was 
joined by Kshudiram at the last moment. They watched the movements 
of Kingsford, already transferred to Muzaffarpur, and finally hurled a 
bomb at his carriage killings its occupants, Mrs. Kennedy and her 
daughter, on 30 April 1908. Kshudiram was eventually arrested at 
Waini railway station following a scuffle with the police. He brave y 
stood the trial, received the death sentence with a deiying smile and 
refused to appeal. On 11 August 1908 took place the execution of 
Kshudiram stirring the whole nation and inspiring innumerable 

Kshudirams. 


CHAMPAKA RAMAN PILLAI 
(1891 1934 ) 

Bon. at Trivandrum, the young Champaka Raman Pillai was 
marked by Ibc British authorities for his revolutionary fervour. He had 
to leave India in 1W8 and settled finally ... Germany. He ^ La "’ c ^ 
President of the International Pro-India Gonu.uttee ^U) and earned 
on anti-British propaganda through its organ. Dr. Nhi W cved m Urc 
extermination of the British Raj through the support of a fore.gn powe 


like Germany. 

During the Find World War, Dr. Pillai organised the tndjan Nanona 

Volunteer Corps, in Germany and attempted to «nl»nd, n old** » 

Europe for an assault on the Brit.sh, He 

iin a Provisional Government of India. Dr. riuai 1 y 

beginning^ SjMU. 

to India. 


SURJ^A KUMAR SEN 

( 1893 - 1934 ) 

One of the founders 


of the revolutionary group 


in Chittagong, 
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Surjya Kumar Sen served as a teacher in a local school and was known 
as "Master da". In 1923, he was involved in the well-known 
Assani-Benga! Railway political dacoity at Chittagong. In 1924, when 
the Government was suppressing the revolutionaries with emergency 
powers, Surjya Sen averted arrest and worked lor the re-organisation of 
the revolutionary movement. He was implicated with the setting up of 
the Dakshineshwar bomb factory, but could not be traced by the police. 

Arrested in 1926 "Master da" was detained without trial in various 
prisons of India till 1928 when he returned to Chittagong and 
reorganised his group under the name, Indian Republican Army 
(Chittagong branch). He was the leader of the I.R.A. rising in 
Chittagong town on 18 April 1930, and their glorious light against the 
British forces on Jalalabad hill. Between May 1930 and February 1933 
the absconding Surjya Sen organised daring actions to disrupt a 
semi-military, oppressive British rule in Chittagong, including an attack 
on the European Club at Pahartali. Frustrating many British attempts to 
capture him, Surjya Sen became a legend and a popular hero. On 16th 
February 1993, he was caught as a result of treachery, subjected to 
brutal tortures and died on the gallows. 


ALLURI SITARAMARAJU 
(1897-1924) 

Born at Mogallu village of West Godavari district, Alluri 
Sitaramaraju was a student for some time at Vishakhapatnain and 
Na rasa pur. In 1921 he wandered into the forests of Narispatam taluk 
and began to live among the tribals of the area, the Girijans. 
Responding to Gandhiji’s call of non-cooperation, Sitaramaraju led the 
people in this remote corner to the political agitation and was arrested 
by the British authontics. Released shortly, he was subjected to 
constant vigilance of the police. Meanwhile atrocities were committed 
on the tribals of Vishakhapatnam Agency by the police and the officials 
tor their participation in the anti-Govcmmcnt activities. Some of their 
influential men were humiliated and removed from their positions 

fn annoT J ^tr UChCd ft ^ SUtTerin e s ’ sccrc,l y organised tlicm into 
rmed rebellion against the British authorities. The tribal patriots led 

aC" ^ | lhCir , ° n Chin,a P a,li P° ,icc sta ^i° n on 12 

Soo^ Sit?™ 2, Cd ft SCVeral othcr successfully carried out raids 
Soon Sitaramaraju and his men posed a serious challenge to the 

Government. All its efforts to crush the rebellion were foiled £ 
Sitaramaraju, an expert strategist and an able guerrilla leader Even ihi 
announcement of a reward of Rs 10 000 for hk ar /. » ■, ‘ cn 

any infonnarion as ,o his exacfwier^K' ^ 

popular supper, f or lhe rcbels and lhe rc lcd f, 

authorities resorted ,o cruc, reprisals a£i„s, 



Pillars of Modern India 



genitive taxes. The mounting misery of the people finally impelled 
Sitaramaraju to surrender in the hope ot a lair trial and the settlement of 
his people’s grievances. On 7 May, 1924 he was treacherously shot 
dead by the police on the alleged ground ot his attempted escape. 

RAMPRASAD BISMIL 
(1897-1927) 

Born an orthodox Brahmin family at Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh, 
Ramprasad Bismil was involved in political activities from his early 
days. During the Lucknow Congress in 1916 his activities in support of 
Lokmanya Tilak put him in touch with the revolutionaries. Pandit 
Gandalal Dikshit, the leader of the Manipuri Conspiracy Case of 1918, 
later inspired him. Connected with the Manipuri Conspiracy Case and 
absconding for some time, he settled down to start a silk weaving 
factory when warrant against him was withdrawal! following the King s 
proclamation. In 1923 he was active again and became the 
acknowledged leader of the military wing of Hindustan Republican 
Association. An Arya Samajist in his way of life and a person ot 
literary taste, Bismil was robust, courageous and rcsourcctul. He was 
famous for his marksmanship and discipline and led the revolutionary 
raids at Shcrgunj, Bichpuri and other places. Bismil also led the Kakon 
train hold-up and carried out the daring operation on 9 August 1^3. 
When the police discovered the political nature ol the dacoity Bismi 
was arrested at Shajahanpur. Bismil, the main accused in the case stoo 
the trial bravely. Sentenced to death, he died on the gallows in (tH 
Gorakhpur District Jail on 19 December, 1927. 


SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

( 1897 - 1945 ) ^ 

Born in Cuttack, a religious and rebellious Subhas Chandra 
distinguished himself as a student, went to England and stood fourth n 
order of merit in the l.C.S. examination. Disturbed at the Jallwnwala 

Bagh massacre and encouraged by Gandhiji s plan or non' I* 

Subhas resinned in 1921 from the service while on probation 
Thereafter h? began a turbulent political career when he returned I 
India and joined Deshabandhu as his principal lieutenant; ' 

Mention for three yea. in the 

alleged association with violent activities. On h s release on 
ground Subhas became the President of the Bengal Prov.ncia Cong » 
and pleaded for India's Complete Independence in “PPf' 1 '"" |1r . 

Nehru Committee's advocacy lor Dominion Status. ) g 8 Suh l 
G O C of volun.ee. a. the Calcutta Congress session 192b,.Subhas 

Chandra became well known as a mdical leader ol t e 5**"% lhc 


new 


a became WCU Known a* a wivj.v... -- ^ , 

He was in the thick of Sal. Sa.yagraha resenting the 
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Gandhi-Irwin Pact of 1931. Once again the authorities decided to 
detain an aggressive Subhas and released him when his health 
deteriorated. Banished to Europe he returned despite a ban on his entry 
and was detained till 1937. Soon he was unanimously elected the 
Congress President at Haripura and he set up in October 1938 a 
National Planning Committee. At Tirupali Subhas Chandra was 
re-elected President by defeating Gandhiji’s candidate, Dr. Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya. Following political differences and the curtailment ol his 
powers, Subhas resigned from Presidentship in 1939. Subsequently he 
formed the Forward Bloc coinciding with the outbreak ol the Second 
World War and organised the Anti-Compromise Conference at 
Ramgarh. Arrested in connection with the Holwell monument agitation. 
Subhash had gone through a period of introspection in jail and was 
convinced that the assistance from Britain's enemies should be sought 
for India’s independence. The result was his dramatic disappearance 
from Calcutta soon after his release and his founding of the Indian 
Liberation Army in Germany by recruiting Indian prisoner of war. In 
1943 Subhas Chandra - now known as Netaji-movcd to East Asia, 
reorganised the Azad Hind Fouj (Indian National Army) as its supreme 
Commander and proclaimed a Free Provisional Government with the 
Andamans and Nicobar as its territory. In January 1944, the I.N.A. 
marched towards the homeland with delirious battle cries of "Chalo 
Delhi" and "Jai Hind", crossed the Burma Frontier and reached Kohima 
and Impbal. The campaign had to be withdrawn with the collapse of 
Japan in the war. But the saga of heroism of Nctaji and his men, when 
revealed, unified and inspired the country against the British Raj. 

ASHFAQULLAH KHAN 
( 1900 - 1927 ) 

Born in a wealthy and educated Muslim family at Shahjahanpur, 
Uttar Pradesh, Ashfaqullah was involved in nationalist activities from 
his school days. He gave up his studies and joined the Non- 
Cooperation Movement. Later he came in touch with Ramprasad 
Bismil and became his trusted comrade. Joining the revolutionary 
organisation-Hindustan Republican Association-Ashfaqullah was one of 
its important members. Secular and intensely patriotic, he was well 
known for his physical strength, handsome appearance and good 
manners. He took part in the raids organised by the parly to raise funds. 
Personally he was more in favour of organising the revolutionary 
movement than attracting the police attention through large scale 
action’. However, when the party decided on the Kakori train hold-up 
and robbery, Ashfaqullah had no hesitation. He was one of the leading 
Figures who executed the daring political dacoity on 9 August, 1925. 
When its participants were arrested by the police one after the other, 
Ashfaqullah managed to escape in September 1925. He absconded for 
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some time and planned to go to Russia via Afghanistan. While 
preparing for this journey in Delhi he was caught by the police in 
December 1925 through the betrayal of a friend. He was tried in the 
supplementary Kakori Case and was sentenced to death. 

An idealist and an uncompromising revolutionary, Ashfaqullah 
turned down all alluring proposals to help the Government and thus 
save his own life. When it was mischievously suggested to him that the 
leader of his party, Ramprasad, was a Hindu striving for a Hindu Raj 
with no place for Muslims, Ashfaqullah reported to have replied : 
"Ramprasad is not a Hindu to me, he is a Hindustani. Not Hindu 
freedom but Hindustan freedom is his objective". Ashfaqullah died on 
the gallows in the Faizabad jail on 19 December, 1927. 

JATINDRA NATH DAS 
(1904-1929) 

Born in middle class family of North Calcutta, Jatin, as a student, 
was very promising. Inspired by the prevailing political atmosphere he 
joined the Non-cooperation movement and was sentenced for six 
months’ imprisonment for picketing. Litter he became a member of the 
Bengal Provincial Congress Committee. Already in touch with the 
revolutionary movement, Jatin was arrested in 1925. On his release in 
October 1928 he played a prominent role in the Volunteer Corps, 
organised during the Congress session in Calcutta. Jatin s contact with 
the revolutionaries of North India began at this stage and he used to 
manufacture high explosive bombs for the party. In June 1929 Jatin 
was arrested in a Supplementary Lahore conspiracy case. In protest 
against the brutal treatment of political under-trials and prisoners and to 
enforce a distinct class for them. Jatin - along with his comrades-resorted 
to the memorable hunger strike in Lahore Borslar Jail on 13 July, 19- • 
He was removed to the hospital and died there after 63 days of heroic 
struggle. Jatindra Nath’s martyrdom was symbolic of the spirit ot 

revolutionary young India. 

CHANDRA SHEKHAR AZAD 


(1906-1931) ti _ . . 

Born in extreme poverty in Jhabua district of Madhya Pradesh 
Chandra Shekhar reached Varanasi to study in a Sanskrit Palhashala and 

later at the Kashi Vidyapceth. As a restless young boy 
during the Non-Cooperation Movement and was Bogged lor rid cuhi g 
Ihe Court by giving his name as "A/ad" father s name as Swalantra 
and his address as "the prison". The name "A/ad" stuck thereafter a 
Chandra Shekhar was never caught again by the police. When the mass 
upsurge of Non-Cooperation subsided the youlhtul revolution y 
movement ilarcd up and Chandra Shekhar joined the secret organisation 
of Northern India - the Hindustan Republican Association. Under 
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leadership of Ramprasad Bisinil he took part in every armed action of 
the party and was involved in the Kakori Conspiracy (1925). Carrying 
a reward of Rs.30,000, Azad evaded the police, reorganised the 
revolutionary movement and established links with the compatriots in 
Bengal. In September 1928 in Delhi, when the party resolved to pursue 
a radical aim and consequently turned into the Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Army, Azad became its top leader and the "Commander of 
the Military Division". A resourceful organiser, Azad was associated 
with the attempt to blow up the Viceroy’s train, the Assembly bomb 
incident, the Delhi Conspiracy, the shooting of Saunders at Lahore and 
the Second Lahore Conspiracy. Azad was upset when Bhagat Singh and 
his comrades were scheduled to be executed; he desperately searched 
for ways and means to free them and even questioned the intrinsic value 
of individual acts of heroism. Betrayed in hiding, Azad was surprised 
by an armed police party in Allahabad and died characteristically on 17 
February, 1931 - Fighting a lone battle. 

BHAGAT SINGH 
(1907-1931) 

Born in a Sikh Jat family of Lyallpur district, Bhagat Singh studied 
in the D.A.V. College, Lahore, where he organised a students’ union. In 
1923 he joined the secret revolution party - eventually known as the 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Army - and soon became its leading 
figure. in 1925 he initiated the militant youth organisation the 
Naujawan Bharat Sabha of the Punjab. He wrote in the Arjun (Delhi) 
and Pratap (Kanpur) under a pseudonym and worked for sometime on 
the editorial staff of Kirti-a socialist journal. But Bhagat Singh was 
more of an activist than a mere promising intellectual and in 1926 he 
was involved in the abortive plan of Azad and Kundanlal to rescue the 
prisoners of Kakori Case. When Lala Lajpat Rai succumbed to the 
injuries he received during the anti-Simon Commission agitation at 
Lahore, the H.S.R.A. decided to avenge his death and Bhagat Singh 
shot and killed Saunders on 17 December, 1928, aided by Rajguru and 
Azad. Later when the party resolved to demonstrate the national 
disgust against the alien rulers, Bhagat Singh and Batukcshwar Dutta 
exploded bombs in the Central Legislative Assembly on 8 April, 1929, 
courted arrest and were sentenced to transportation for life. 

When the Lahore Conspiracy Case began in July 1929, Bhagat 
Singh appeared as the main accused and received the death sentence. 
He died with his comrades, Sukhdcv and Rajguru, on the gallows but 
his legend grew. His passionate statement from the dock, his contempt 
for British justice, his plan for using the court proceedings as an act of 
revolutionary propaganda, his slogan of - "Inquilab Zindabad", and his 
claim to be shot dead as war prisoner instead of being hanged-swayed 
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his countrymen and intoxicated the youth. Bhagat Singh dead became a 
stronger force than Bhagat Singh alive. 

BIR SINGH 

(7-1916) 

Born at Babowal village in Hoshiarpur district of the Punjab, Bir 
Singh lived in Canada for some time and was involved with the 
Ghadrite activities there. Returning to India in April 1914 he took an 
active part in organising a secret violent movement against the British 
Raj. 

Arrested on June 6, 1915, Bir Singh, who was involved in the first 
Lahore Conspiracy Case, was tried on the charge of conspiring against 
the Government and sentenced to death. He died on the gallows in the 
Lahore Central Jail on 30 March 1946. 

Bir Singh was one of the martyrs whose sacrifices transformed 
Lahore into a political storm centre. 

SUKHDEV 

(7-1931) 

Born at Lyallpur in the Punjab, Sukhdev was drawn towards the 
secret revolutionary' movement in North India. A close associate of 
Chandra Shekhar Azad and Bhagat Singh, he took a leading part in the 
reorganisation of the revolutionary party into Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Army in September 1928 and looked after its activities in 
the Punjab and in U.P. One of the leaders who planned the shooting of 
Saunders in December 1928 and the bomb outrage in the Central 
Legislative Assembly in April 1929, Sukhdev was arrested when the 
party’s bomb factory was accidentally discovered at Lahore. Tried as a 
principal accused in the Lahore Conspiracy Case he received death 
punishment, alongwith Bhagat Singh and Rajguru. Sukhdev, with is 
comrades, died on the gallows in Lahore Jail on 23 March, 1931. Me 
was happy at the revelation of all their secret revolutionary activities 
and rejoiced at the stir it would create. "It was a good thing that every 
thing came to light... I consider my arrest good luck only for this 

reason". 


UDHAM SINGH 

(7 - 1940) 

A Sense of national humiliation over the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre tormented India for nearly twenty years till was avenged by 
Udham Singh. Brought up in an orphanage after the death of 
parents, Udham Singh received his early education at Amr,Lsa [ ^ 
he went to England and joined an engineering course in Londom 
Determined to take revenge he shadowed Sir Michael O Dwaycr, 
was Governor of Punjab when the tragedy of April 1919 was enacted. 
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Udham Singh acquired a revolver and shot and killed Sir Michael 
at the end of a meeting ol the Royal Central Asian Society and the East 
India Association in Caxton Hall, London, on 13 March 1940.. 
Arrested and tried for murder, Udham Singh declared : "I did it because 
I bore a grudge against him. He deserved it. I do not mind dying. I am 
dying for my country." 

Udham Singh died on the gallows in London on 12 June, 1940. 
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Quit India 

When the Second World War broke out India was committed to 
belligerency by the British without any consideration for the feelings of 
Indians or any assurance of Indian self-government. In protest the 
Congress ministries in the provinces resigned and Gandhiji commenced 
individual Satyagraha to express the country’s disgust. When the 
pressure of war mounted, particularly with the advances of Japan in 
South East Asia, Britain became anxious to secure the full and active 
co-operation of India in the war efforts. The Cripps Mission came with 
a promise of Dominion Status and a plan for future constitutional 
developments. But all the offers would materialise only after the war 
and not before. The plan was rejected in India and India’s demand for 
immediate self-government to enable her to fight for freedom in other 
countries seemed just and unequivocal. Accordingly, the Congress 
Working Committee passed a resolution in July 1942 at Wardha asking 
the British to transfer power to India and to "Quit India", otherwise it 
would be compelled to launched a civil disobedience movement. A 
meeting of the All India Congress Committee was called in Bombay on 
8 August, 1942 to accept the "Quit India" resolution and Gandhiji asked 
all Indians to act as if they were "no longer under the heel of this 
imperialism". The Government arrested all the members of the 
Working Committee early in the next morning, declared Congress 
organisation unlawful and seized and scaled its offices. Public reaction 
was instant and there was a spontaneous hartal throughout India. The 
Government decided to take strong action. Violence breed violence and 
passions raged high. With the leaders in prison, individuals and groups 
interpreted the situation to the best of their ability. Isolated acts of 
angry defiance of authority were soon organised into an open revolt by 
the underground leaders. There were strikes in factories and 
educational institutions. Police offices, railway stations and post offices 
were attacked, telegraph wires cut and railway lines uprooted. In may 
areas the peasants set up alternative governments. Ballia was declared 
free and Tamluk and Satara developed guerilla resistance. The 
Government meanwhile transformed the country into a police state, 
imposed punitive fines, brought in the troops and fired on the slightest 
pretext. Organised force gradually suppressed popular resistance but 
not before the death of thousands in police and military firing. The Quit 
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India movement subsided by 1944, but it left nobody in doubt that the 
days of the British Raj were numbered. The question to be decided 
thereafter was not the principle of freedom but the transfer of power in 
India-front British to Indian hands. 

RAVI SHANKAR SHUKLA 
(1877-1956) 

Born at Saugar, Ravi Shankar Shukla served for sometime as a 
Famine Relief Officer. He took up teaching thereafter and finally 
settled down as a leading lawyer at Ranipur. 


Influenced by Tilak and Gokhale the young Shukla had worked as 
a volunteer at the Amaraoti session of the Congress in 1897. Later, he 
abandoned his legal profession at the call of Gandhiji, joined the 
Non-cooperation movement and suffered imprisonment many times 
between 1930 and 1942. In between his stay in the jails he directed his 
energies in consolidating the Congress organisation. In all these years 
he headed the Raipur District Council and remained in charge ot the 
Harijan Fund Collection in Maha Koshal. 

In 1937 Shukla joined the C.P. Cabinet as its Education Minister 

and later became the Chief Minister. His financial-™^ 

Vidya Mandir scheme had drawn wide attention. From 1949 to 19b2 he 

served as the Vice Chancellor of Saugar University. 


' In free India, Shukla peisuaded the Constituent Assembly to accept 
Hindi as the national language. He also brought about the merger of 
Cbattisgarh States and was responsible for the formation of Ibc 
State of Madhya Pradesh. He died while serving as Chief Minister ot 

Madhya Pradesh. 

PURUSHOTTAMDAS TANDON 

(1882-1962) , . fhp 

Purushottamdas Tandon started his career as a " ad ^ e ° f Bil|s 
Allahabad High Court. He took active part ,n the Rowlatt B.l s 
Satyagraha and joined the Non-Cooperation Movement leaving h, 
profession. A pioneer of Kisan movement in Allahabad dismet h 

rss 'srw S; ^rssx-3: 

UP. and was ^Pons (hc s formc d the ministry in U P. 

the province. In 193 , . f , h v p Legislative Assembly. 

Purushottamdas was elected Speaker.olt th b movement. He 

He was placed in detenhon dunng the P941 and 1942 m 

was Speaker of U.P. Assembly from 1946-50. I"h 
President of the Congress and resigned from it soon when 
with his colleagues in the High Command on the question 
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lingua franca. A great patron of Hindi, Purushottaindas lived a simple 
life and was popularly known as Rajarshj. 

MAHADEV DESAI 

(1892-1942) . , w . . ... 

Bom at Saras in Surat district of Bombay Presidency, Mahadcvbhai 

obtained a law degree from Bombay in 1913. Following an 

unsuccessful attempt at legal practice, he took up a job in a 

Co-operative Bank and left it in 1917. The same year he came m close 

contact with Gandhiji and was among the first to pledge himself into the 

Champaran Satyagraha. As editor of Motilal Nehru s periodical, 

Independent, in 1921 he suffered imprisonment and on release in 1923, 

he shouldered the responsibility of looking after the editorial work of 

Navjivan. Between 1924 and 1928, he toured the country with Gandhiji 

explaining the salient features of the freedom struggle. When Gandhiji 

went to London in 1931 to attend the Round Table Conference, 

Mahadcvbhai accompanied him. 


Dedicating his life for the national cause, Mahadcvbhai 
participated in the Non-Cooperation Movement, the Bardolai and the 
Salt Satyagrahas and the Quit India movement, suffering imprisonment 
every time. An author of several books, he - through his writings - 
interpreted and propagated Gandhiji's philosophy. Described by Verricr 
Elwin as "Bapu’s Boswell", he served Gandhiji as his private secretary 
for twenty-five years with great affection and devotion. 


Mahadevbhai died in the Aga Khan Palace, Poona, where, along 
with Gandhiji, he was undergoing imprisonment as a sequel to the Quit 
India movement. 


YUSUF MEHERALLY 
(1903-1950) 

Coming from a prosperous family of Bombay, Yusuf studied law 
but was denied the right of legal practice due to his anti-British 
activities. Profoundly influenced by the revolutionary movements and 
the activities of the youth in different countries, he dedicated his life for 
the service of his countiy. 

A co-founder of the Bombay Provincial Youth League in 1928, he 
became its Secretary and pleaded for complete Independence for the 
country. The same year he led the anti-Simon procession in Bombay 
and injured by the police for demonstrating against the Commission. 
He also edited the Vanguard and became popular for his frank 
expression of facts. In 1929 he launched a volunteer body, the national 
Militia, and later in 1934 became a founder- member and General 
Secretary of the Congress Socialist Party. Fighting for the rights of 
clerical employees in the commercial firms of Bombay, he organised 
them under Gumastha Mandal. While suffering detention at Lahore, he 
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was elected Mayor of Bombay, and later organised the People’s 
Volunteer Brigade. 

A zealous patriot and socialist leader, Yusuf took part in all the 
movements for the liberation of India and several times suffered 
imprisonment. He suffered a heart stroke while under detention, which 
a few years later, claimed his life. 

RAM MANOHAR LOHIA 
(1910-1968) 

Born at Faizabad in U.P. Lohia obtained his Doctorate in Political 
Philosophy from Berlin University, Germany, and developed a strong 
aversion for violence after witnessing the growth of militarism there. 
This attitude later led him to join Gandhiji’s camp. Meanwhile he grew 
into a socialist and had close contact with the Socialist leaders of 
different countries. In 1934 he became a founder-member of the 
Congress Socialist Party and edited its journal. The Congress Socialist. 
In 1936, at the instance of Nehru, he took over the Foreign Department 
in the Congress and was instrumental in organising and developing 
fraternal relations with the progressive forces in various countries. He 
also established a separate branch to look after the interests of Indians 
overseas. 

A member of the A.I.C.C. he was imprisoned and subjected to 
severe torture several times. He played an inspiring and leading role 
during the Quit India movement and remained engaged in underground 
activities. 

In free India, Lohia founded the Socialist Party which was later 
merged with the K.M.PP., and renamed as P.S.P. Later he formed the 
Socialist Party of India which assumed the name S.S.P., after its merger 
with P.S.P. 

A social reformer and a socialist theoretician, Lohia championed 
the cause of the exploited and suppressed, and fought to end casteism, 
poverty and ignorance. A great leader of mass agitation, he was the 
first Indian leader to launch movements in Nepal and Goa. A 
distinguished parliamentarian, he was forceful journalist, who promoted 
the cause of Hindi as national language. 
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When the Second World War was drawing to a close, efforts were 
made to break the stalemate in India. The imprisoned leaders were 
released and the Viceroy, Lord Wavell, summoned in June 1945, the 
leaders of all the principal political parties to a conference at Simla. 
The Viceroy was willing to accept a predominantly Indian Executive 
Council, but "with equal proportions of caste Hindus and Muslims" 
The negotiations, however, broke down when the League claimed to 
nominate all Muslim members of the Council. Meanwhile the Labour 
Party came into power in Britain and the war time emergency ended in 
India, and elections to the provincial and Central Legislatures were 
held. But the political unrest was mounting all the time-visibly with the 
trial of I.N.A. personnel, the revolt of Indian naval ratings and the 
strikes in Indian Air Force. Demonstrations and hartals were increasing 
all over India and spreading towards the princely states. It was difficult 
to check India by a policy of repression or keep her people waiting by 
the luc of vague promises. The Labour Government, known for its soft 
attitude a towards independence, were now prepared for a transfer of 
power - a compromise with the inevitable. They sent a Parliamentary 
Delegation to study the Indian situation, followed by the Cabinet 
Mission to India in March 1946. The Mission had long and detailed 
discussions with Indian political leaders - which revealed that the 
League was insistent on a partition and the Congress was opposed to it. 
The Cabinet Mission ingenious plan for a compromise formula proved 
to be of no help. But the British were anxious to set up an Interim 
Government which would call a Constituent Assembly to draw up a 
Constitution. The Viceroy, when he found the League unwilling to join 
it, invited the Congress to assist in its formation. The League thereafter 
decided to launch "direct action" and communal riots broke out in 
Calcutta (16 April, 1946) and spread to East Bengal, Bihar and later to 
the Punjab and North-West Frontier Province. 

The Interim Government formed under Jawaharlal Nehru in 
September 1946, was later joined by the League, which, however, 
refused to take part in the Constitution-making. When a conference in 
London with British ministers failed to produce any solution, the British 
Pnmc Minister, Mr. Attlee, announced on 20 February, 1947 that Britain 
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would quit India by June 1948. Lord Mountbatten was sent to India as 
the new Viceroy to arrange for the transfer of power. He was able to 
bring forward an agreed plan on 3 June, 1947. The League’s demand 
for Pakistan was conceded and Bengal and the Punjab were partitioned. 
It was decided to free India on 15 August, 1947 and create two 
self-governing dominions, India and Pakistan. It all happened at the 
appointed hour, but the pride and joy of freedom was subdued by the 
sadness of partition. The people nevertheless were not despondent and 
they looked forward to the future with optimism. Jawaharlal Nehru 
expressed the spirit of the historic moment when he said in the 
Constituent Assembly, just before midnight on 14 August, 1947 : "Long 
years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes when 
we shall redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very 
substantially. At the stroke of the midnight hour when the world sleeps, 
India will awake to life and freedom. A moment comes, which comes 
but rarely in history, w'hen we step out from old to the new, when an age 
ends, and when the soul of a nation long suppressed, finds utterance. It 
is fitting that at this solemn moment we take the pledge of dedication to 
the service of India and her people and to the still larger cause of 
humanity". 

SACHCHIDANANDA SINHA 
(1871-1950) 

A distinguished lawyer, journalist, politician and educationist, 
Sinba, born at Arrah in Bihar, went to England and was called to the Bar 
in 1893. He practised in Calcutta and Allahabad before setting down at 
Patna in 1906. 

Sinha joined the Congress in 1899 and distinguished himself as a 
leader of the moderate school. As a Congress delegate he went to 
London in 1914 and discussed with the Secretary of State the 
reorganisation of India Council. Later, in 1916-17, he actively 
participated in the Home Rule Movement. Elected member of the 
Central and Provincial Legislatures several times, he became a member 
of the Executive Council of the Government of Bihar and Orissa in 
1921 and served as the first Indian Finance Member till 1926. Later in 
1937 he was the interim Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. He was 
also appointed the interim President of the Indian Constituent Assembly 

in 1946. 

An eminent journalist, Sinha inspired the publication of the Bihar 
Times and himself edited the Hindustan Review for forty-live years. 
He also published the Indian Nation and became its Managing Director. 
From 1936 to 1944 Sinha was the Vice-Chancellor of the Patna 

University. 



Tryst With Destiny 


87 


VALLABHBHAI PATEL 
(1875-1950) 

Born in an agriculturist family of Nadiad in Gujarat, Vallabhbhai 
passed the District Pleader’s Examination in 1900 and started practice 
at Godhra. Later, becoming a barrister from the middle Temple he 
practised at Ahmedabad bar and distinguished himself as a criminal 
lawyer. He made his debut in politics by joining the Gujarat Sabha in 
1915, of which Gandhiji was the President. Thus began a long and 
fruitful association between the two. 

Elected a member of the Ahmedabad Municipality in 1917, he 
presided over its various Committees and administered relief to the 
victims of the plague epidemic. In 1918 Vallabhbhai also came to the 
rescue of the sufferers of a devastating famine and conducted, along 
with Gandhiji, the "no-tax" campaign in Kaira district for the 
suspension of the revenue assessment. In 1919, he organised 
demonstrations against the Rowlatt Bills, sold prescribed literature and 
published the Satyagraha Patrika. When Gandhiji gave the call foi 
Non-cooperation, Vallabhbhai immediately joined the movement 
During this period he was largely responsible for the establishment o 
the Gujarat Vidyapccth. In 1923, he, along with his brother Vithalbhai 
became involved in the Flag Satyagraha at Nagpur. The same year hr 
resisted the Bombay Governments’ levy of punitive tax on the people oi 
Borsad and ultimately obtained its withdrawal. 

Elected President of the Ahmedabad Municipality in 1924, he 
introduced Gujarati as the official language and Khadi as the uniform in 
the office. Resigining from his position in 1928, Vallabhbhai led the 
famous peasants’ agitation against an increase in land revenue at 
Bardoli and won a gallant victory. Acknowledging his able leadership 
Gandhiji described him as "the Sardar". He later participated in the 
Civil Disobedience movement and suffered imprisonment. In 1931 at 
the Karachi session the Sardar was elected President in the Congress. 

Declining the Premiership of Bombay, Sardar Patel became 
Chairman of the Congress Parliamentary sub-committee in 193 (> and 
ably guided the Congress ministries in the provinces. In 1939 he served 
the Congress as a member of its war Sub-Committee. An active 
participant in the Individual Satyagraha in 1940, he joined the Quit 
India Movement in 1942, and was detained in the Ahmednagar Fort and 
Yeravada jail. A very able negotiator he played a vital role in the 
discussions with Cripps in 1942, the Simla Conference in 1945 and the 
Cabinet Mission talks in 1946. 

Joining the Interim Government in September 1946 Vallabhbhai 
became the Minister in charge of Home Affairs, Information and 
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Broadcasting. In the disturbed months that followed, it was his firm 
hand-more than anything else^that maintained order in the country. In 
independent India he became the Deputy Prime Minister and looked 
after the States Ministry. 

The Sardar successfully dealt with the intricate problem of the 
accession of Indian states and helped consolidating the Indian union. 


A realist and an organiser, the Sardar was a man of iron will who 
never allowed personal sentiment to confuse his duties. 

CHAKRAVARTY RAJAGOPALACHARI 

(1878-1972) 

Born in a village near Hosur in the Salem district, Rajagopalachari 
studied at Bangalore and Madras. He established a lucrative legal 
practice and became the Chairman of Salem Municipality in 1917. He 
participated in the anti-Rowlatt Bill Satyagraba in 1919 and gave up his 
profession in 1920 to join the Non-Cooperation Movement. In 1921 he 
took over the responsibilities ol General Secretary, Indian National 
Congress, and served as a member of its Working Committee 
intermittently for several years. A member of the Civil Disobedience 
Enquiry Committee in 1923, Rajaji opposed the "Council entry" 
programme. He was imprisoned for his participation in the Salt 
Satyagraha and the Civil Disobedience movement. One of the chief 
organisers of the Congress in the South, he was President of the Tamil 
Nadu Provincial Congress for several years and led the Congress 
victory in Madras in the 1937 elections. Rajaji was largely responsible 
for the Congress decision to form governments in the provinces and be 
headed the Congress ministry in Madras. During his Premiership 
(1937-39) the legislations on prohibition and agriculturists’ relief were 
passed in the province. In December 1940 Rajaji was sentenced to one 
year’s imprisonment under the Defence of India Rules. On his release 
in 1941 he differed with Gandhiji as to the application of non-violence 
during the war. Following controversy with the Working Committee 
over certain resolutions passed by the Madras Congress lepslative 
party, Rajaji resigned from the Congress and the Assembly. Later h 
evolved a formula for the solution of Indian Constitutional tangle in 
1944 and assisted Gandhiji in his negotiations with J ‘ nna b- 8 

to the Congress Working Committee in 1946, Rajaj, served the Intenm 
Government as Minister for Industry, Supply Education and Fmancc 
and .hen as the Governor of Wes, Bengal In 1948 he succ dcd bord 
Mountbatten as (he first Indian Governor-General of the Ind 
Dominion till 26 January, 1950. when India became a Republic. Later 
Raiaji joined the Nehru cabinet as Minister without Portfolio and took 
ove r in 1951 the charge of the Mm.stry of Home Affa.ra. Between 1952 
and 1954 Rajaji was the Chief Minister of Madras. D.flermg wdh the 
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Congress on social and economic issues Rajaji founded the Swatantra 
Party in 1959 and regularly expressed his views through the Swarajya. 
An outstanding political leader of the country, he was a pioneer of 
social reform and vigorously advocated the Khadi, prohibition and 
Harijan uplift. He was the Secretary of the Prohibition League of India 
in 1930, and an active member of the All India Spinners Association. 
Rajaji played a prominent role in the Poona Settlement (1932) 
concerning the Depressed classes. In 1938 Rajaji was responsible for 
the Mahabal Temple Entry and the removal of Civil Disabilities Acts. A 
strong believer of pacifism and a critic of the nuclear weapons, Rajaji 
was well-known for his campaign against their use. 

N. GOPALASWAMI AYYANGAR 
(1882-1953) 

Coming from a distinguished family, Ayyangcr was born and 
educated at Madras. Beginning as a professor, he entered the Civil 
Service and for over thirty years served in various responsible 
capacities, as Collector, Registrar-General of Panchayats, Secretary of 
P.W.D. and Member, Revenue Board. Seeking retirement in 1937, he 
took over the Premiership of Kashmir State and concerned himself with 
the all-round development of the valley. Later, elected to the Council of 
States, he served the Committee for the Indianisation of Army as its 
Chairman. 


A co-author of the Sapru Committee Report, Ayyangar was one of 
the architects of the Indian Constitution and proved himself an asset to 
the Constituent Assembly and its Draft Committee. In 1947, he joined 
the Dominion Government as a Minister without portfolio and later 
took over the Ministry of Transport and Railways. He was successful in 
restoring the railway system, after the tremendous strain of the war 
years, to pre-war efficiency. Succeeding Sardar Patel in 1950, he took 
charge of the Ministry of States and fulfilled Sardar Patel’s mission by 
accomplishing the task of the integration of the States. Later he served 
as the Defence Minister. 


An authority over Kashmir affairs, Ayyangar presented India’s case 

at the United Nations and led the Indian delegations to various 
conferences. 


RAJENDRA PRASAD 
(1884-1963) 


Born at Zcradei in the Saran district of Bihar, Rajcn Babu, as he 
was endearingly called, had a brilliant academic career in Calcutta 
Even as a student he took interest in the anti-Partition agitation in 
Bengal and established the Bihari Students’ Conference. He started as a 

hThT. ,n « ? CUMam 191 and a,so scrved as a lecturer in Law. Later 
he shifted his practice to Patna - where he soon became the leader of the 
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Bar. In 1916, he led an agitation against the Patna University Bill and 
was elected Assistant Secretary of the Bihar Provincial Congress. 

Participating in the Champa ran Satyagraha of 1917, the first of its 
kind in the country, Rajen Babu was a trusted follower of Gandhiji. 


There was not a single Gandhian movement thereafter in which he 
did not play a prominent role. Giving up his lucrative practice in 1921, 
he led the Non-Cooperation Movement in Bihar. He also edited the 
Hindi weekly-Desh-witb a view to propagate the message of 
Non-Cooperation. A champion of Swadeshi and national education, he 
was one of the founders of the National College at Patna and served it 
as its Principal. In recognition of his valuable service to the cause of 
Swadeshi, he was invited to inaugurate the All India Swadeshi 
Exhibition at the Belgaum Congress in 1924. 


Chairman of the Reception Committee of the Congress session at 
Gaya in 1922, Rajen Babu was elected its General Secretary. At this 
time he also served as President of the Patna Municipality. Rajen Babu 
was in the forefront of the Salt Satyagraha and the Civil Disobedience 
movement in 1930 and 1932 and suffered imprisonment. He organised 
relief for the victims during the terrible Bihar earthquake. In 1934 he 
was elected President of the Congress - a position which be held against 
in 1939 and in 1947. As a member of the Congress Parliamentary 
Sub-Committee in 1937, he supervised the working of the Congress 
ministries in the provinces. When the Cripps Mission failed in 1942, he 
undertook a tour of his province and prepared the masses for the Uuit 
India movement. Later, he was arrested, detained in the Ahmednagar 

Fort and was released only in 1945. 


Joining the Interim Government as Minister for Food and 
Agriculture in 1946, he was elected President of the Constituent 
Assembly. Later he became the first President of the Indian Rcpubh 
and held that office till May 1962. In 1954 he was awarded the Bharat 


Ratna. 

Religious by nature, austre in personal life and a Gandhian m 
outlook Rajen Babu was one of the makers of Independent India. 


abul kalam azad 

(1888-1958) . .. r 

Coming from a distinguished family of Muslim divines noted tor 

its aristocracy of learning, Mohiuddin Ahmad, popularly known as 
Maulana Abu. Kalam Azad, was born in Mecca _ where^h,s ancestors 
had migrated from India during the revolt of 1857. Azad spent 
childhood'in Arab,a, studying privately. Liter in .898 he accompanied 
his parents to India and settled in Calcutta. Here h p 
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traditional course in higher Islamic education and distinguished himself 
as an erudite scholar. 

The Swadeshi movement in Bengal deeply influenced the patriotic 
Azad and he associated himself with the revolutionaries of the province. 
In 1912 he started the Urdu weekly, AJ Hilal to propagate nationalist 
ideas. Through this organ he persuaded his co-religionists to join the 
national movement and to understand that the interests ol all 
communities in India were inextricably interwoven. Twice losing the 
security deposit of the journal for seditious writings, the Maulana 
started another weekly the A1 - Balagh in 1915 and faced internment at 
Ranchi in Bihar. On release in 1920, he came in close contact with 
Gandhiji and became prominent among those who supported his 
Non-Cooperation programme for the redress of the Khilafat and the 
Punjab wrongs. From this time onwards till the dawn of independence 
he remained in the forefront of each subsequent movement and suffered 
imprisonment every time. 

Chief of the Khilafat Committee, the Maulana was also elected 
President of the special session of the Congress at Delhi in 1923 and 
was largely responsible for bringing the " No-changers" and 
"Pro-changers" to a compromise. He also presided over the 
Jamiatul-Ulcma and Nationalist Muslim Conference in 1924 and 1929. 

When the Congress accepted office in 1937, the Maulana, as a 
member of its Parliamentary Board, guided the working of the Congress 
ministries. In 1940, he was again elected President of the Congress and 
he continued in this capacity till 1946. During this period he acted as 
the chief spokesman of the Congress and had negotiations with Cripps 
in 1942. It was under his Presidentship that the historic Quit India 
resolution was passed at Bombay. Subsequently he was arrested along 
with other leaders and detained in the Ahmednagar Fort. On release in 
1945, he participated, as the Congress President, in the Simla 
Conference and a year later he led the negotiations with the British 
Cabinet Mission. 

A member of the Constituent Assembly, Maulana Azad joined the 
Interim Government as Minister of Education and Arts. In free India he 
became the Education Minister and later took charge of the portfolios of 
Natural Resources and Scientific Research. He was also elected Deputy 
Leader of the Congress following the first general election. The 
Maulana’s tenure as Education Minister will be remembered for 
significant measures like the appointment of the University and the 
Secondary Education Commissions, the re-organisation of the All India 
Council for Technical Education, the rapid development of the Indian 
Institute of Science, the establishment of the University Grants 
Commission, the Kharagpur Institute of Technology and the setting up 
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of a chain of laboratories for scientific research throughout the country. 
A profound scholar, an eminent educationist and a far-sighted 
statesman, Maulana Azad represented the ideals of secularism and unity 
in our national life. 

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 
(1889-1964) 

Born at Allahabad, Jawaharlal studied in England and was called to 
the Bar from the Inner Temple. Back in India in 1912, he later joined 
the Home Rule League, came in touch with Gandhiji and became a 
bitter critic of the British Raj following the Jallianwala Bagh massacre 
in 1919. The following year he was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment for organising the Non-Cooperation Movement at 
Allahabad. The authorities thereafter often put Jawaharlal to prison 
between 1921 and 1945, in connection with many of the country’s 
political battle for independence. Elected President of Allahabad 
Municipality in 1923, Jawaharlal was also chosen Secretary ot the 
Indian National Congress - a position he occupied intermittently for 
several years. A participant in the Congress of Oppressed Nationalities 
at Brussels in 1927 he was elected a member of its Executive Board. 
The following year he led the anti-Simon Commission demonstration at 
Lucknow and associated himself with the Independence League when 
he differed with the Nehru Report on the issue ol complete 
Independence. Already an idol of the masses and a leader with 
pronounced socialist ideas, he was elected President of the All India 
Trade Union Congress in 1929. The same year he succeeded his father, 
Molilal, as the Congress President at Lahore. Where the resolution for 
complete Independence was adopted. In 1931, when the Congress met 
at Karachi, Nehru introduced and carried the resolution on Fundamental 
Rights and a radical economic policy. He was in the thick of the Civil 
Disobedience movement and led the Kisan agitation in the U.P. 
Re-elected President of the Congress, soon after the enactment of 1935 
Act, he headed a vigorous Congress election campaign in the provinces. 
He also developed fraternal relations with those engaged in 
anti-colonial struggle in various parts of the world. A critic ol Fascism 
during the Second World War, Nehru was also suspicious about British 
decision on the question of Indian Independence. In 1945 he attended 
the Simla Conference, held parleys with the British Cabinet Mission m 
1946 and succeeded Maulana Azad as the Congress chief. Forming tnc 
Interim Government of 1946-47, Jawaharlal led the final negotiations 
for the transfer of power in India. On 15 August 1947 he became e 
first Prime Minister of free India - an office which tie held tor about 

seventeen years, till his death. 

Confronted with the numerous problems of a partitioned sub- 
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continent, Jawaharlal guided his people safely through a period ol 
transition. The work of consolidation was also carried out under his 
dynamic leadership. A distinguished thinker, author and a visionary, he 
set before the country the ideals of democracy, secularism and 
socialism. His Government revived the Panchayals, re-organised the 
states on linguistic lines, abolished Zamindari and advocated land 
reforms. Presiding over the Planning Commission and the National 
Development Council Nehru initiated the planned development of India 
and a stride towards industrialisation. He attempted to foster a 
"scientific temper" in the country, promoted technology and passed 
social legislations, like the Hindu Code Bill. In India’s foreign relations 
he evolved, in a world divided by the cold war, the policy of 
non-alignment. A widely travelled statesman, Nehru was an 
anti-colonialist who supported the freedom of African countries and the 
ejection of the Dutch from Indonesia, the French from Indo-China and 
the Anglo-French from Egypt. An internationalist Nehru associated 
India in the various activities of the United Nations Organisations. He 
always retained his faith, in spite of the shock of Chinese attack, in 
1962, in conducting India’s relations with her neighbours on the basis of 
the Panch Sheel. 
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Indian interest in the English language began primarily with the 
expectation of employment under the British authorities. But the 
consequence of learning the language was more far-reaching than 
originally anticipated. The Indian intelligentsia, through English 
education, came face to face with Western universal ideas in a secular 
setting. They were impressed with the Western view-point and 
embarrassed at the obscurantism and injustice in Indian society. This 
soon started a process of self-criticism and led to attempts at the 
synthesis of Western ideas with the traditional Indian notions about 
religion and society. 

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS REFORMERS 

Ram Mohun Roy crystallised in his life and though this neW 
situation and provided lines for the future development. He discovered 
that the principle of reason was common both to the philosophy of the 
Upanishad and European thought. On the hasis of this fundamental he 
advocated the reform of Indian society by removing the accretions of 
ages. The attack on the practice of Sattcc and infanticide, he abuses of 
caste and the existence of idolatry-camc from this direction. This 
movement for reforms, thus commenced in the first half of the 
nineteenth century, had tuo trends-religious and secular-supplementing 
each other continuously. 

The religious trend found expressions in the growth and activities 
of institutions like the Brahmo Samaj, the Prarthana Samaj, the 
Ramakrishna Mission, the Arya Samaj and the Theosophical Society. 
While the Brahmo Samaj substituted theism for classical monism, the 
Arya Samaj advocated a return to the Vedas in opposition to idolatry. 
The Theosophical Society aimed at the revival of India’s ancient ideals 
and institutions, the Prarthana Samaj advocated a national form of 
worship and the Ramakrishna Mission emphasised the essential oneness 
of all religions. In the similar way the Rahnumai Mazadayasman Sabha 
insisted on the pristine purity of Zoaraslrain religion. 

The secular trend manifested itself in demands for the cultivation 
of European ideas, the re-marriage of the widows, the inter-caste 
marriage, and the education for women. The reformers pleaded for the 
abolition of the purdah, the child marriage, the polygamy and the caste 
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distinctions. They urged for the removal of discriminations against the 
Harijans, the determination of the age of consent and women’s right of 
inheritance. There were moves for social legislation, inter-dining, and 
the temple-entry. The reformers functioned through institutions like the 
Depressed Classes Mission, the Deccan Educational Society, the 
Servants of India Society, the institution at Aligarh, the Chief Khalsa 
Dewan of Amritsar, the Bombay Social Service League, the Indian 
National Social Conference and the Harijan Sevak Sangh, etc. The drive 
for reform was further inspired when the Indian National Congress 
under the leadership of Gandhiji committed itself to the social work. 

RAJA RAM MOHUN ROY 

( 1722 - 1833 ) . 

Ram Mohun Roy, the father of Indian renaissance and nationalism, 

was bom in Radhanagar village of Hooghly. Receiving education in 
Islamic learning at Patna and Upanishadic literature at Banaras, he grew 
into a non-conformist-contrary to the expectations of his parents. Later he 
learnt English and joined the Company’s service at Rangpur. The ten years 
of his official career (1804-14) was spent in preparation for the future. He 
wrote tracts, translated the Vedanta, studied theTantras and Jain scriptures 
and held vigorous religious discussions. In 1814 he left his job, established 
Atmiya Sabha and settled down in Calcutta in the congenial company ot 
British intellectuals like Wilson and Jones, Colebrook and Adams. He 
acquired the knowledge of Hebrew and Greek to satisfy his inquiries in o 
original Christian scriptures and produced a series of incisive publications. 
Then began Ram Mohun’s conflict with the dogmas, Hindu and Chnstian, 
and his struggle against idolatry and superstition, priesthood and tbe battee. 

His denunciation of the Sattee and the growth of an a g il | all ° t n K a ,fJ 1 ? 1 . ^ 
abuse, finally led lo .Ls abolition in 1827. Not satisfied With the Indian 
women’s right to live, he fought for their right of inhentance, education and 
emancipation. One of the first to plead for the introduction of western 
education in India, Ram Mohun supported the Christian 
their educational activities. Simultaneously he founded theVed™ 
College and nmsed an infant Bengali language. A sympathy °[ “ 
people of Naples and Ireland agaiast tunmn.es and a supj»rter of h 
French Revolution of 1830 and the Constitutionalism ,n Spam, he wasa 
champion of liberty. A pioneer in radical nationalist journal 
a ea first °the° Press Ordinance of 1823. Ram Mohun was always.., the 
forefront for pressing for the freedom of speech, opposing distinctions 

denuding 8 agricultures*’ relief from rack ^ng mrd dmnug 
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the House of Commons. He was honoured in England where he 
remained till his death at Bristol. Appearing at a crucial phase of India’s 
connections with the West the Raja embodied in himself the challenge 
and response of his times. 

HENRY LOUIS VIVIAN DEROZIO 
( 1809 - 1831 ) 

Born in an Eurasian family and educated in the renowned 
Drummond’s Academy, Calcutta, Derozio was a brilliant student. Gifted 
with literary talent he had written - even as a student prologues for the 
school theatricals. Serving a commercial firm in Calcutta as a clerk, 
Derozio shifted to Bhagalpore to work in an indigo concern. It was 
here that he composed some of his best poems in English. He published 
his first book of poems at the age of eighteen and it was received 
favourably by critics in Indian and in England. Associated with the 
India Gazette for sometime, Derozio was appointed in 1826 a teacher 
at the Hindu College, Calcutta. Here he attracted his young students by 
his teaching, personality and non-conformist ideas. Soon Derozio - a 
rationalist and a liberal-founded a debating club called the Academic 
Association. 

The Association gradually generated a spirit of rebellion against 
social injustice and orthodoxy. The student followers of Derozio - the 
Derozians as they were called-created conservation among the local 
conservatives. Eventually the guardians of society hit back, the 
Managers of the Hindu College accused Derozio of corrupting the 
morals of his students and forced him to resign. In 1831 Derozio took 
to journalism, started the East Indian and continued to propagate his 
radical views. The organ also became the mouth piece of the 
Anglo-Indians and advocated their causes and claims. In December 
1831 Derozio died at the age of twenty-two - but only after arousing 
the young Bengal. 

ISHWAR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR 
( 1820 - 1891 ) 

Bom in a poor family, Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar struggled hard to 
complete a brilliant academic career in Sanskrit College, Calcutta. 
Apart from his encyclopaedic knowledge in Sanskrit literature, Iswar 
Chandra developed a profound understanding of Western liberal 
philosophy. He accepted the Upanishadic humanism and discarded the 
traditional concepts of absolute truth. A great friend of the poor and the 
needy, Iswar Chandra was anxious to promote education in the country 
on the ideals of European rationalism. He passionately campaigned for 
the education of women and battled against an orthodox society and an 
indifferent Government to establish numerous girls’ schools. He also 
vigorously advocated widow-remarriage and a law was passed in this 
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direction in 1856, mainly through his persistence. Iswar Chandra 
launched another agitation for the abolition of polygamy among the 
Hindus, particularly among the Kulin Brahmins of Bengal. The 
Government, however, was reluctant to support his move. Iswar 
Chandra will be remembered for the revolt against a heartless social 
system so courageously waged by one single individual. 


SWAMI DAYAN AND 
( 1825 - 1883 ) 

Born in Morvi State, Kathiawar, Dayanand studied Sanskrit and 
developed a religious disposition. He left home, became a Sanyasi and 
wandered in search of a Guru till he came in touch with Virganand of 
Mathura. An erudite scholar in Sanskrit literature, Dayanand began a 
missionary life travelling far and wide, specially in U.P., Rajasthan and 
the Punjab. During his travels he explained what he considered 
primordial Hinduism based on the Vedas and held disputations with 
Brahmins, Christians and Muslims. He met Keshab Chandra Sen in 
Calcutta, who advised him that his teachings, to be more effective, 
should be in the language of the people, rather than in Sanskrit. 
Thereafter, he adopted Hindi and used it as an inter-provincial language. 
He began his Arya Samaj movement in the early 1870s and by 1883, 
when he died, about one hundred Arya Santajs were established in the 
Punjab, U.P., Rajasthan and Bombay. Dayanand was a prolific, 
scholarly writer, who discarded idol worship, polytheism, the doctrine 
of incarnation and other rituals. He condemned child marriage 
advocated equal status for vvomcn and favoured a system ot national 
education. His emphasis on-self-reliance made some of the Arya 
Samajist institutions almost a challenge to British authority. But the 
chief achievement of Dayanand was in imparting in his followers a 

passion for reforms. 

JYOTIRAO PHOOLEY 

( 1827 - 1890 ) ,. , . 

Bon. at Puraiidcr in Maharashtra, Phooley and his education at 

Poona. Touched by the fallen condition of his people he worked hard 
for the emancipation of women, removal of untouchability and weltar 

of the Harijans. 


A champion of women's education, Phooley established the Low 
Caste Female School at Poona in 1848. Thereafter he startedI anothe 
school for the Harijans in 1851 and a maternity home for the poor 
women. By the standard of his time he took an unusual step y 
persuading his own wife to take up the work of teaching in the 

institutions he founded. 


An upholder of the principle of social equality and a l.ix-rHtoroflnd.an 
women, Phooley pleaded for the widow re-mamage and wrote several 
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books in support of bis ideas. In 1873, he established the Satya Shodak 
Samaj and founded the Dinabandhu Sarvajanik Sabha in 1884. He open 
water tanks near his own house for the use of the Harijans and 
published a memorandum as a part of his efforts to remove 
untouchability. 

KESHAB CHANDRA SEN 
( 1838 - 1884 ) 

Born in the well-known Sen family of Calcutta, Keshab Chandra 
had a religious bent of mind from his childhood. As a student he was 
influenced by the writings of Rajnarayan Bose and later joined the 
Brahmo Samaj in 1857. Thereafter he popularised the Brahmo 
movement and visited various places in India to propagate the new 
faith. The founder of many organisations like the Goodwill Fraternity 
Society, Brahmo Bandhu Samaj, and Brahmo Vidyalaya, Keshab 
Chandra constantly educated the public on the need for social reform. 
He pleaded for the removal of the purdah, the introduction of widow - 
re-marriage and inter-caste marriage. He was an advocate of the 
education of women and he strongly urged for the abolition of early 
marriage of girls and the practice of polygamy. In 1860 he organised 
the Sangat Sabha and campaigned against the segregation of the 
Harijans. He left the Adi Brahmo Samaj, following differences of 
opinion, and formed the Brahmo Samaj of India and started its 
organ-Dharmatalwa in 1867. In 1870, he started a daily, Sulabh 
Samachar, and visited England - where his religious dicourses were 
well received. Keshab Chandra, on his return, set up the Indian Reform 
Association, night schools and the prohibition Sabhas. In 1878 he 
broke away front the Brahmo Samaj of India on theological grounds 
and on the controversial question of his fourteen year old daughter’s 
marriage with the Hindu Maharaja of Cooch Bihar. In January 1880 he 
established the Nava Vidhan Brahmo Samaj and was engaged in 
preaching the ideal of the harmony of religious. ’ 

MAHADEO GOVIND RANADE 
( 1842 - 1901 ) 

An eminent social reformer, a distinguished scholar and an 
educationist, Ranade was born in a Brahmin family at Nasik. He studied 
in Elphinstonc College, Bombay, and had developed an insatiable desire 
for knowledge. 

Serving as a Marathi translator, a professor of English and an 
administrator and judge in the Indian states, he joined the judicial 
service and was called upon to supervise the working of the Deccan 
Agriculturists’ Relief Act in 1881. 

He was appointed the Law Member of the Bombay Legislative 
Council in 1885 and became a member of the Finance Committee at the 
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Centre in 1886. In 1893, Ranade was appointed Judge of the Bombay 
High Court. He was one of the eminent participants in the founding of 
the Indian National Congress. 

A profile writer on economic and social subjects in the Sarvajanik 
Sabha journal, Ranade was a follower of the reformed religion, the 
Prarthana Samaj, since 1867. Influenced by Gopal Hari Deshmukh and 
Vishnu Parashuram Pandit he strongly supported the concept of the 
re-marriage and the welfare of the widows. He organised the Indian 
National Social Conference in Madras in 1887 to discuss the burning 
social questions. He favoured the raising of the age of marriage, the 
re-marriage of widows and protection of child widows. He denounced 
polygamy and the dowry system and supported the education of 
women. In 1882, Ranade with the aid of his friends started the Female 
High School at Poona. He also gave his valued support to Sharada 
Sadan - an institution to provide a home and school lor the widows. He 
was convinced that Western education would play a vital role in the 
transformation of the country. To promote the western education 
Ranade, with others, sponsored the Deccan Education Society for 
starting a college and the Fergusson College was eventually established. 

KANDUKURI VIRESALINGAM 
( 1848 - 1919 ) 

Born at Rajamundry in Andhra Pradesh, Viresalingam studied 
Telugu and English and took up teaching as his prolcssion. Earning a 
name for himself as an ideal teacher, he served different schools as 
Headmaster and then joined the Government Arts College at 
Rajamundry. 

Viresalingam, a product of the synthesis of Western and Indian 
thought and culture, stood between the old and the new ages of Telugu 
literature and contributed enormously to its every branch. A versatile 
and prolific writer, he also forcefully spoke against the castes and 
superstitions. Adynamic personality in the field ol social reforms, he 
condemned child marriage, supported widow re-marriage, carried out 
an intensive campaign for the rehabilitation of widows, worked for the 
abolition of nautch practices and battled against corruption and 
dishonestly. To help the needy women and children, he established 
widows’ homes, orphanages and schools, and founded the Hitakanni 
Trust at Rajamundry - which managed the various institutions he 

started. 

NARAYANA GURU 

( 1854 - 1928 ) _ . . 

Born in a poor Ezhava family at Cbcmpazhanli near Trivandrum, 

Naravana Guru was a scholar of Sanskrit, Tamil and Malayalam and a 
writer of devotional songs. He served as a teacher lor some time and 
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practised Yoga and extreme asceticism. Belonging to the Exhava 
community, which suffered from the age old disabilities within the 
Hindu fold, he worked throughout his life for the moral and social 
advancement of backward communities. He revolted against the 
severeties of the caste system and renovated many neglected temples to 
set up a parallel system to that of the caste Hindus, who opposed the 
temple entry of the lower castes. He also succeeded in abolishing 
animal sacrifices in the name of religion. Narayana Guru persuaded the 
Exhavas to give up all irrational practices existing in their community. 
Settling down in Arivupuram on the river Ncyyar, he founded in 1903 
Sir Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam for the social, economic, 
educational and cultural progress of the Exhavas and other depressed 
communities. He also advocated inter-marriages between the castes as 
a means of breaking down the barriers of caste and evolving a casteless 
and classless society. Narayana Guru worked for a new social order 
based on the principles of equality and justice and gave the religious 
reform movement in Kerala a social content. 

PANDIT RAMABAI 
( 1858 - 1922 ) 

Raniabai was born at a time when her father, a reputed Sanskrit 
scholar, was cast out of society for teaching Sanskrit and scriptures to 
women. She grew up in tragic circumstances acquiring proficiency in 
Sanskrit and developing hatred for the abuses of Hindu religion and 
society. In 1878, she went to Calcutta - where reform movements had 
already begun and where her criticism of Hindu religion was 
well-received. The title "Pandita" was conferred on her as a recognition 
of her scholarship. Thereafter Ramabai travelled in various parts of 
India with a mission to educate Hindu women and thereby emancipate 
them from social injustice and tyranny. Losing her educated Shudra 
husband two years after marriage, she established the Mahila Arya 
Samaj at Poona to promote women’s education and to discourage child 
marriage. In 1883 she went to England and from there to America. Her 
lectures and writings helped to create an awareness, both in India and 
abroad, of the condition of Indian women. Ramabai returned to India 
and started Sharada Sadan in Bombay, a boarding house and school for 
widows. During the famine of 1896 in the Central Provinces and Bcrar, 
she carried out relief work in the famine-stricken areas. She also started 
Mukti Sadan at Poona, a colony for the rehabilitation of the famine 
victims. Pandita Ramabai will be remembered for her spirituality, her 
life of service and her passion for emancipation of women in India. * 

DHONDO KESHAV KARVE 
( 1858 - 1962 ) 

Born in Ratnagiri district of Maharashtra, Karve studied at 
Bombay. Starting his career as a teacher, he took up a professorship at 
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Fergusson College, Poona, in 1892, anJ became a life member of the 
Deccan Education Society. 

Devoted to the service of the country, Karve undertook pioneering 
works in the social and educational spheres. Himself marrying a widow 
in 1893, he started the Widow-Marriage Association and, for several 
years, served as its Secretary. He started the Hindu Widows Home in 
1896 and also opened a hostel for the children of re-married widows. 
Opening the Mahila Vidyalaya in 1907, he founded the Indian Women’s 
University in 1916 and later in 1932 served as its Vice-Chancellor. 

President of the Indian Social Conference, Karve established 
several institutions like Sncb Vardhak Mondal, Nishkama Karma 
Malha, Saraswati Math Samstha - all with a view to eradicating social 
evils and educational backwardness. He was also responsible for 
collecting money through small donations and for starting primary 
schools on voluntary basis in about fifty villages - where such facilities 
were not available. 

A recipient of Padma Vibhushan in 1955, Karve was conferred 
Bharat Ratna in 1958 for the services he rendered to the community. 


MAHATMA FI AN S RAJ 
(1864-1930) 

One of the makers of the modem Punjab, Mahatma Hansraj was 
born in Harayana and educated at Lahore. He came under the influence 
of Swanii Dayanand in 1877 and became the editor of the Arya Samajist 
organ, the Regeneration of Aryavarta. A decade later he became the 
Headmaster of the D.A.V. School and developed it into a famous 
college. He also established an Aurvcdic College on modern lines and a 
technical institute for training the unemployed. 

After retirement in 1911, he served as the President of the D.A.V. 
Managing Committee and was involved in religious and humanitarian 
activities. He worked remorselessly at the time of the plague epidemic 
in Multan and Rawalpindi, the earthquake in Kangra, and the famine in 
Garlnval. A social reformer, Hansraj supported widow re-marriage and 
launched an anti-untouchability movement in the Punjab. He also 
started orphanages and established homes for widows. 


SISTER NIVEDITA 

(186 Bon 1 1 . 1 n Ireland, Sister Nivcdita or Miss Margaret Elizabeth Noble 
was the most devoted dtsciple of Swann Vivekananda. She was the lird 
Western lady to be admitted to an Indian monastic order Coming 
India in 1898, she adopted it as her motherland and complete > 
identified herself with the aspirations and feelings of Indian people. 
She was particularly concerned about the humble and the lowly, the 

down trodden and the deprived. 
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Realising the greatness of India that lay hidden under the 
sordidness of slavery, Nivedita gave a new meaning to India’s past. She 
interpreted the Dhanna as the national righteousness and the Vedanta as 
the national philosophy. Her ideas deeply influenced the militant 
nationalist youngmen of the time. 

Association herself with the social and intellectual movements of 
the country, Nivedita founded a school in Calcutta and organised relief 
work when a plague epidemic broke out there in 1899. She always 
inspired the men of arts to follow their own cultural heritage and 
introduce a genuinely Indian style in their creative work. 

THAKKAR BAPA 
( 1869 - 1951 ) 

Born in Gujarat and qualifying himself as an engineer, Amritlal 
Vithaldas Thakkar worked in various places in India and briefly in 
Uganda. Thakkar Bapa, as he was popularly known, associated himself 
with the Servants of India Society, the Depressed Classes Mission and 
the Widows Home in Poona-founded by Karve. He set up co-operative 
societies for sweepers and scavengers in Bombay and opened schools 
for the children of labourers at Ahmcdabad. He took up labour welfare 
work at Jamshedpur and organised relief during the famine in Orissa in 
1920. 

Thakkar Bapa played a vital role in the movements for the removal 
of untouchability and the welfare of the aborigines. Statutory provisions 
incorporated in the Indian Constitution for safe-guarding the interests of 
Harijans and arranging for their development in general were 
substantially due to the labourers of Thakkar Bapa and his associates. 
Sweet in temper, persuasive in argument and believing in simplicity and 
austerity, Thakkar Bapa remained all through his life a Friend of the 
humanity in distress. 

CHARLES FREER ANDREWS 
( 1871 - 1940 ) 

Born in a devout Christian family in England, Andrews studied in 
Cambridhe, came to India, and adopted it as his home. He took up a 
teaching position at Delhi and later moved to Santinikclan in 1915. 

Sharing Indian aspirations, Andrews resolved to dedicate his life to 
the cause of India’s educational, social and political advancement. At 
the instance of Gokhale, he went to South Africa in 1913 to help Indians 
against the discriminatory legislation there. He adored Gandhiji 
followed his constructive programmes and supported his movements! 
He strongly criticised the Government for its repressive measures and 
strongly protested against the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 1919 . 

Decnabandhu, as Andrews was popularly known, was largely 
responsible for the abolition of the indentured labour in Fiji and made a 
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personal investigation into the problems of Indian in the West Indies. 
He raised his voice against the Begar system in Himachal region and 
the oppression of plantation labourers in Assam. He associated himself 
with the movement at Jamshedpur, liberation of the subjects in 
feudatory State of Orissa and the untouchability problem in Travancore. 
He also organised relief during the floods in Orissa in 1927 and the 
earthquakes of Bihar and Baluchistan in 1934-35. 

BHIMRAO RAMJI AMBEDKAR 
(1891-1956) 

Belonging to a Mahar family, Ambedkar was bom at Mhow in 
Madhya Pradesh. He was educated in America and England and was 
called to the Bar in 1923. Setting up practice the following year at 
Bombay, he commenced his public career as a leader of the depressed 
classes. He also served the Government Law College, Bombay, as its 
Professor and subsequently as the Principal. A member of the Bombay 
Legislative Assembly from 1926 to 1934, he attended the Round Table 
Conferences in London. In 1924 he became a member of the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council and held the portfolio of Law. As Chairman of the 
Drafting Committee, he rendered yeoman service by piloting the 
Constitution of Indian Republic. As the first Law Minister of free 
India, he very ably sponsored an important piece of social reform 
legislation, namely, the Hindu Code Bill. A firm believer in the socio¬ 
political equality of man, Ambedkar championed the cause of the 
down-trodden and even led Satyagraha campaigns for asserting t e 
rights of the Harijans. To facilitate and organise his work in this 
direction, he founded the Indian Labour Party of India and subsequently 
the Scheduled Caste Federation. Believing in education as a major 
instrument of social uplift, he also founded the People’s Education 
Society sponsoring various educational institutions for the depressed 

classes. 


VERRIER ELWIN 

(1903-1964) . . ^ r , a 

Born in a priestly family of England, Elwin studied ini Oxford and 

forsaking a promising career at home, came to India "> 19 ^ >° jo»> Ihe 
Christa Seva Sangh al Poona. Inspired and guided by Gandhiji, he 
social service and devoted himself to work for the advancement of 
the tribal people. Abandoning his ecclesiastical connections m 1934 he 
established a welfare centre and a leper asylum at Mandla m Madhya 
Pradesh. He also started a network of schools for the abongina 
area. In order to organise social work in a systematic way he accepted 
appointments under the Orissa Government and later at the Centre. H 

became an Indian national in 1954. 

As an Adviser to the Government on tribal affairs he played, for 
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more than a decade, a principle role in tanning the policy which 
secured for the aboriginals their rightful share in the life and progress of 
the country. He also served on many committees and commissions set 
up to inquire into the conditions of the tribal population in various parts 
of India and to suggest measures for improvement. 

Recipient of various honours, Elwin made rich contributions to the 
literature on tribal societies in India. 


CONJEEVARAM NATARAJAN ANNADHRAI 
(1909-1969) 

A scholar, social reformer and political leader, Anna - as he was 
endearingly called - was born at Kanchipuram near Madras. 
Completing his education at Madras, he worked as a teacher and then 
turned to journalism and politics. Joining the Justice Party, he served as 
a Sub-Editor of its organ, Justice. He organised small labour unions for 
the uplift of the workmen and suffered imprisonment for participating 
in the linguistic demonstrations. Having edited Viduthalai and Kudi 
Arasu, he started his own weekly, the Dravidanadu in 1942. 


Anna distinguished himself as an eminent leader of Dravida 
Kazhagam (Justice Party renamed since 1944). Due to a split in the 
Party late m 1949, he organised the Dravida Munnctra Kazhagam 
(Dravida Progressive Federation) which served as a great force of 
political regeneration in Madras. He also assumed the editorship of the 

roT ^ a lJ’J hC u Ma,ai Mam ’ and SO succcssfu >ly propagated the ideals 
of theD.M.K. that in 1957 elections it came out as a strong force in the 

bcal Assembly He was ihc founder-editor of (he English journals the 
Homeland and the Home Rule. 


Having served Ihe Rajya Sabba as ils member, Anna gave a new 
ease of life to Ihe D.M.K. which oblaincd an absolute majority in the 
Madras Legislative Assembly in the 1967 elections. Anna formed he 
Government as „s Chief Minister - a position he ably held till his 
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Thinkers And Philosophers 

The most important factor stimulating Indian thought at the 
beginning of the last century was the scientific spirit of the West. 
Western Liberalism and at a later stage-Socialism-deepIy influenced 
Indian social, political and economic thinking. But it was in the realm 
of Metaphysics that Indian thinkers successfully confronted and 
assimilated Western lines of thinking into their own intellectual 
tradition -a long standing composite culture and a thcistic, humanistic 
heritage. Indian thinkers had an attraction for science, a great liberating 
force, but not for Western materialism. They retained their idealistic 
point of view. Unlike Ram Mohun - the rationalist - Dcvcndranath 
emphasised intuition while questioning the infallibility of the Vedas. 
Later, Indian philosophers had developed a theory of intuition. Both 
Ramakrishna and Ramana Maharshi had expounded their philosophical 
ideas through spiritual realisation. Vivckananda and Rama Tirth - the 
Vcdantists-propagatcd a vigorous philosophy of action mingling 
spiritual impulse with patriotic fervour. Similar were also the 
endeavours of Guru Ram Singh. Tagore refused to commit "the sin of 
losing faith in Man", Sri Aurobindo Visualised the elevation of 
humanity into divinity. Some of our great thinkers also undertook the 
difficult work of re-creating Indian philosophy. 

GURU RAM SINGH 
(1816-1865) 

Born in a village near Ludhiana, a religious-minded Ram Singh had 
no formal education. He came to Lahore in 1836, joined the Khalsa 
army and saw a glimpse of the glory of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. He was, 
however, unhappy at the moral degeneration of the Khalsa. The chaos 
following Ranjit Singh’s death ruined the Khalsa army and in disgust 
Ram Singh left it. He took to cultivation and passed his time in prayers. 
Later he started preaching and his soldier colleagues of the past 
gathered round him forming the nucleus of the Namdhari movement. 
He considered Guru Gobind Singh’s Granth as the only true and sacred 
wnting and rejected the idol worship as an insult to the God. 

Guru Ram Singh abolished all caste distinctions among the Sikhs 
and enjoined the marriage of widows. He initiated in 1863, the Anand 
marriage ceremony by excluding the expensive rituals. He persistently 
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advocated the ideals of equality of human beings, clean living and 
honest earning. He denounced the practices of Sattec, infanticide, child 
marriage, dowry system and drinking. Intensely patriotic Guru Ram 
Singh aimed at the political regeneration of his country. 

His inspiring preachings convulsed the Punjab villages and 
gathered round him 40,000 militant disciples-known as Kukas. The 
Government was alarmed and arrested Guru Ram Singh and his 
followers in 1872. Deported to Burma, he died in 1885. 


DEVENDRANATH TAGORE 
(1817-1905) 

Prince Dvvarakanath Tagore wanted to groom his eldest son 
Devendranath for commercial pursuits, but the latter had taken little 
part in secular affairs beyond acting for a time as the Honorary 
Secretary to the British Indian Association. His thoughts were always 
fixed on things spiritual and when be was barely of age he founded the 
Tatwabodhini Sabha. A product of the Hindu College, he joined the 
Brahmo Sarnaj and established a Brahmo School in Calcutta. He was 
one of the patrons of the Indian Mirror, edited in the lirst instance by 
Manmohan Ghosh. As the leader of the Brahmo Sarnaj he wrote 
extensively on Brahmo faith and started in 1838 the Sarnaj 
organ-Tatwabodhini Patrika. He was the teacher and friend of Kcsbab 
Chandra Sen. Later Keshab Chandra broke away from his in 1866 and 
founded the Brahmo Sarnaj of India. 

In the later years Devendranath devoted himself fully to religious 
and philosophical studies. The life of Maharshi Devendranath 
represented a union of knowledge, culture and regulated duty. 

RAM KRISHNA P ARAM AH ANSA 

(1836-1886) ^ 

Born at Kamarpukur in the Hooghly district, Gadadhar or 

Ramakrishna had a thirst for spiritual knowledge from his very 

childhood. At the age of twenty-one he became the priest of the lamous 

Kali Temple of Rani Rashmoni at Dakshincshwar in the 24 Paraganas 

district. There, one day be realised the absolute. 


Wielding influence over the entire middle class and Western 
educated Bengali community, he reminded them about India s spintua 
heritage and helped them to get over their sense of intenor.ty betore‘ a 
dominant Western culture. Essentially a spiritual leader, R an ’^rishna 
gave his people a sense of self-respect and self-reliance. R a '“ akr ' shna 
contributed towards the social regeneration of his time through 
religious teachings and by leaving behind a group of disciplesdedcated 
,o the cause of the countiy. Imparting instructions of the UpanKbads 
and the Vedanta through homely similes and metaphors, £ stiesse 
more upon prayers than on unnecessary rites and ntuals. Exchang g 
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views with the followers of other religions, he concluded that all the 
faiths were equally true and that they were various paths leading to the 
same goal. His universalism thus was opposed to all narrow sectarian 
views. 

Ramakrishna stood for social reforms and was concerned about the 
position of women in society. His emphasis was invariably upon the 
love of humanity and he preached that selfless service done to man was 
selfless service to God. 

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA 
(1863-1902) 

Born in Calcutta, Narendra Nath Dutta, the young disciple of 
Ramakrishna Paramahansa became Sanyasin and assumed the name 
Swami Vivekananda. Travelling across the country and spreading the 
virile ideas of the Vedant to regenerate a fallen nation, Swami 
Vivekananda was the most inspiring figure in India in the last decade of 
the nineteenth century. He stirred the West when he spoke about 
Hinduism and the universalism in the Parliament of Religions at 
Chicago on 11 September 1893. Thereafter this "cyclonic monk" 
visited various parts of Europe and America as a cultural Ambassador 
of his country. Swamiji returned as a national hero and established in 
1898 at Belur the headquarters of the Ramakrishna Mission to train 
workers, entirely devoted to the cause of selfless national service. 

Swamiji pleaded for social justice and reforms, preached self- 
reliance and upheld the cause of the down-trodden. He denounced 
ritualistic orthodoxy, generated intense patriotism and ideologically 
paved the way for the Swadeshi upsurge of 1905. 

RAM TIRTHA 
(1873-1906) 

Hailing from Murariwala, the Punjab, Rama Tirtha had a bright 
academic career. Later he took up a teaching position in Forman 
Christian College, Lahore. Of ascetic disposition Rama Tirtha met in 
1897 Jagadguru Sankaracharya of Dwarakapitha - who initiated him to 
philosophical studies. Shortly afterwards he came in contact with 
Swami Vivekananda whose interpretation of the Vcdantas deeply 
influenced him. In 1901 he turned a monk and became a dynamic 
preacher of the Vedanta. 

He addressed religious assemblies and undertook a tour of Japan 
and America where he spoke on the Vedanta and received wide 
appreciation from the people and the press. Returning to India he 
continued in his mission of preaching the Vedants and awakening the 
people of India from ignorance, superstition and disharmony into 
knowledge and love of mankind. Sometime before his death Rama 
tirtha retired to a solitary place in the Himalayas. 
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Rama Tirtba advocated "the practical Vedanta" which did not 
encourage any escape front life. His mission was a collective 
emancipation of humanity and the establishment of the Vedantic 
community of men - a divine kingdom. 

ANNIE BESANT 

(1847-1933) 

Mrs. Besant, a British Socialist turned thcosophist, came to India in 
1893 and adopted it as her home. At first she confined her activities to 
religious, social and educational fields. She pleaded for the equal rights 
for women, the organisation for workmen and the reform of land laws. 
She also campaigned for better bousing, school meals for the poor 
children and for the Scouts movement. A critic of the child marriage, 
Mrs. Besant opposed the rigidity of caste system and championed the 
cause depressed classes. 

Mrs. Besant emerged as a political leader in 1915, when she was 
successful in bringing a compromise between the Moderates and the 
Extremists of the Congress. She founded the Home Rule League in 
1916 and started two journals, the New India and the Commonwealth. 
Mrs. Beasant was imprisoned for her political activities and on her 
release in 1917 she presided over the Calcutta session of the Congress. 
Later, in consultation with Indian leaders, she drafted the well-known 
Commonwealth of India Bill. 

An educationist, Mrs. Besant was responsible for starting several 
institutions including the Central Hindu College at Banaras in 1890, 
which was the nucleus for the Banaras Hindu University. 


RAM AN A MAHARSHI 

(1878-1950) . _ • a 

Venkataraman, as he was called by his parents, was bom m a 

village near Madhrai. In 1896 he suddenly had a spiritual experience 
leading him to abandon his home and move towards Tinivannama a, 
There he attained Samadhi through deep concentration and wherl the 
complete realisation dawned on him he appeared as Sn Ram 
Maharshi to the outside world and as a spiritual guide andmentor of the 
humanity. He continued to enlighten an increasing number of devotees 
who came to Tiruvannamalai from different parts of this country 
abroad. The teachings that the Mahaishi imparted and the veis« h 
rmnnoscd were direct in their meaning and appeal. He spok p y 
a^d what he sAe was mostly in parables and short sentences - 

addressed to small groups of earnest seckeis of truth and peace. 

Ramana Maharshi manifested in his own person the^ept £a 
man is essentially a spirit - temporarily imprisoned ,n flesh andbloo 
and that the spirit can be elevated above all wordly pains and P'“ SU n 
Renunciation and realisation, and the power that comes from both. 
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to have been the prerogatives of the Maharshi. He not only attained the 
peace of realisation but was able to communicate that peace around 
him. 

MANABENDRA NATH ROY 
(1889-1945) 

Narendranath Bhattacharya. later famous by his assumed name 
Manabendra Nath Roy, was bom in a poor family in Calcutta. Educated 
in a village school and the National University in Calcutta for some 
time, he joined the Jugantar group of revolutionaries under the 
leadership of Jalin Mukherji. He was prosecuted several times for 
revolutionary activities and spent twenty months in jail as an under-trial 
in the Howrah Conspiracy Case (1910). Accused of political dacoitics 
he was released on bail when the First World War broke out. The 
Indian revolutionaries war then planning for a rising in the country with 
German help. Narendranath was asked to skip the bail and proceed to 
Dutch East Indies for securing German arms. His exploits in search of 
arms, however, was not successful; but it took him to China, Japan, 
U.S.A. and Mexico - where he joined the Mexican Socialist Party and 
became its General Secretary. One of the founders of the Mexican 
Communist Party in 1919, Manabendra Nath Roy became its delegate 
to the Second World Congress of the Communist International in 1920 
and arrived at Moscow on Lenin’s invitation. There he came into 
prominence for his thesis, supplementary to Lenin’s own, on the 
National and Colonial Question. Elected a candidate member to the 
Executive Committee of Communist International in 1922, Roy rapidly 
rose to the position of a member to the Presidum of the Comintern. 
Author of India in Transition - the first Marxist study of the conditions 
in India - Roy was the pioneer of Communist ideology and movement 
in India. His Journal Vanguard and a continuous How of his books, 
manifestoes and statements from Germany, Switzerland and France led 
many in India to think about a radical programme. It was largely 
through Roy’s efforts that the first Communist Group developed in 
India. He also attempted to influence the deliberations of the Congress 
in 1921 (Ahmcdabad session) and in 1922 (Gaya session). A favourite 
of the Russian Communist leadership for a time, Roy was the central 
figure of an attempt to engineer a revolution in Afghanistan. The 
founder of a Communist Party abroad with emigrant Indians, he was 
also associated with the setting up of the Communist University for the 
Toilers of the East in Russia. A member of the Chinese Commission of 
the Comintern, Roy was sent to guide an agrarian revolution in China in 
1927. For the failure of his mission in China and for his views on the 
O>lonial Question, Roy was losing ground in the Communist 
International. In its Sixth Congress he was expelled while opposing the 
new leftist line of the Comintern. It marked the end of sixteen years of 
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Roy’s wandering about the world and the beginning of his search for a 
new path. The outcome was his propounding the philosophy of New 
Humanism. 

Back to India in 1930, Roy was arrested in Bombay in 
connection with the alleged Bolshevik conspiracies. The following 
six years he suffered a sentence of imprisonment. In 1937 he joined 
the Congress and contested unsuccessfully for its Presidentship at 
Ramgarh in 1940. He later organised the Radical Democratic Party 
and the Indian Federation of Labour. He also drew up the People’s 
Plan for India’s future development. A philosopher, a revolutionary 
and a prolific author, Roy started the Radical Humanist, a weekly, 
the Humanist way, a quarterly and established the Indian 
Renaissance Institute. 

AJOY KUMAR GHOSH 
(1909-1962) 

Born at Kanpur, Ajoy Kumar Ghosh was a student of Allahabad 
University. He entered upon the path of revolutionary activity at an 
early age. Associated with the U.P. and the Punjab group of 
revolutionaries in the early 1920s he became a member of the 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Army. He was arrested in 1929 and 
stood as an accused, along with Bhagat Singh and others, in the second 
Lahore Conspiracy Case. He was acquitted in October 1930 after 
sixteen months’ detention and following his participation in the heroic 
hunger strike leading to the self-immolation of Jatin Das. In 1939 
Ghosh joined the Mazdoor Sabha of Kanpur and began organising the 
workers. Arrested again he spent a year and a half in prison. His 
revolutionary fervour, his contact with the workers and his intensive 
reading of the classics of Marxism led him to join the Communist Party 
of India. In 1933 he was elected to the Party’s Central Committee and in 
1936 to its Political Bureau. Since then he was in the forefront of the 
Communist Part in India. Following another spell of imprisonment in 
1940 he saw the C.P.I. passing through a phase of post-independence 
militancy. In the subsequent crucial period of the history of the C.P.I. 
he was the leading figure. Elected General Secretary of the Communis 
Party in 1951, he guided its policies and organisation till his death i 
1962. A distinguished Marxist theoretician, Ghosh was well-known in 
the international Communist movement and he often contributed to the 

shaping of its basic policy documents. 
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The Christian Missionaries, were the first to introduce modern 
education in India. The British authorities were not interested in this 
till they felt the need for educated Indian personnel in the lower 
ranks of the administration. The Government decided in 1835 to 
promote Western learning and in 1854 to re-organise its policy and 
set the pace. In 1857 the Universities of Calcutta, Bombay and 
Madras were established. Indian enthusiasm for modern education 
was, however, a decisive factor throughout. Though originally 
inspired by the desire for employment, it soon grew into a passion 
for the new knowledge. Numerous religious and secular 
organisations, like the Brahmo Samaj and the Deccan Education 
Society, and individuals like Syed Ahmad, Agarkar and Karve, 
worked for the establishment of institutions, both for men and 
women, imparting modem education. The result was the beginning 
of a spirit of enquiry into the history, philosophy and literature of the 
country. But the rising political consciousness in India - a product of 
modem education - led the British Government to reverse its policy. 
It sought now to restrict the expansion of institutions under private 
control and curtain the autonomy of Universities. This violation of 
the principle of academic freedom was stubbornly resisted by 
educationists like Asutosh Mukhopadhyay. The nationalists, faced 
by governmental high-handedness, had to search thereafter for a 
system of education "suited to the requirements of the country on 
national lines and under national control". The outcome of such a 
movement for national education were institutions like the Kashi 
Vidyapeeth, the Gujarat Vidyapeeth and the Jamia Millia Islamia. 

SYED AHMED KHAN 
(1817-1898) 

Coming from a noble family of Delhi, Syed had a traditional 
Muslim education at home. Later in 1837, he entered the service of the 
East India Company and rose to the position of Subordinate Judge in 
the North-West Provinces. 

Though not educated in English, Syed became one of the greatest 
promoters of Western education in India. He was convinced that his 
countrymen and his co-religionists could be raised, by imparting 
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Western education in them, to a position of social, moral and political 
greatness. It was, in his view, a panacea to most of the ills besetting the 
social order of his times. 

In 1864, he founded a society at Ghazipur for the translation of the 
Western scientific books into Urdu. It later moved to Aligarh and was 
called the Scientific Society. It ran a Journal of its own entitled Aligarh 
Institute Gazette. In 1866 Syed formed the British Indian Association at 
Aligarh to present Indian view-point before the Parliament. In 1869 he 
undertook a voyage to London to study the Western methods of 
education and ultimately established the M.A.O. College in 1877, 
which, in 1920 was raised to the status of a university. Devoting his 
means and energies to its advancement, Syed also founded the 
Muhammedan Educational Conference to promote liberal education 
among the Muslims. He also started the Journals Tebzib-ul-Akhlaq and 
the Muhammedan Social Reformer to propagate his ideas. A critic of 
the insular and parochial outlook of the orthodox Muslims, Syed 
pleaded for a blending of the East and the West. 

RAMAKRISHNA GOPAL BHANDARKAR 


(1837-1925) ... . . 

Born in a Malwan in Maharashtra, Bhandarkar had his education 

at Ratnagiri and Bombay. He joined the Deccan College, Poona, in 
1882 as its Professor of Sanskrit and ultimately rose to the position 
of Vice-Chancellor of Bombay University, in 1893. He became a 
member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council in 1903 and served as a 
member of the Bombay Legislative Council from 1903 to 1908. 

A great orientalist, Bhandarkar was the pioneer in applying 
Western methods to the study of Sanskrit and Indian antiquities. His 
contribution to the history of Sanskrit and the Jaina literature and 
philosophy were acknowledged by all. An extensively travelled 
scholar, Bhandarkar represented India at several international 
conferences and won laurels from various institutions. 

A social reformer, Bhandarkar was actively associated with the 
enlightened religious and social movements, the Prarthana Samaj. H 
agitated against the child marriage, condemned the caste system and 
untouchability and vigorously advocated widow rc-niarnage and equal 
status tor women. The Bhandarkar Oriental Research 
inaugurated on his 80th birthday in 1917, is a fitting tribute 

Bhandarkar’s learning. 

ASUTOSH MUKHOPADHYA\ 


^ Bom in Calcutta, Asutosh had a brilliant academic career. He won 
the Premcband Roychand Scholarship in 1886 and obtamed .he degre 
of Doctor of Laws in 1894. Joining the legal profession in Calcut 



Educationists 


115 


High Court he was elevated to its Bench in 1904 A towering 
personality, Asutosh was immensely patriotic and served for somcti c 
Ts a Member of Bengal Legislative Council. But his grcatcs work was 
in the field of education and in the development of Calcutta University. 
He was connected with Calcutta University since 1889 and was its 
Vice-Chancellor for nearly ten years. Asutosh picked up promising 
scholars from all parts of India and, with their help, laid solid 
foundation of a teaching research University in Calcutta. One of his 
greatest achievements was the encouragement of the study of Indian 
languages. He was staunch upholder of academic freedom and fought 
many battles against the Government on this issue. 


He founded the Calcutta Mathematical Society and was 
President of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. He also served as the 
Chairman of the Trustees of Indian Museum, the Council of Imperial 
Library (now National Library) and the Council of Calcutta Sanskrit 
Association. In 1917 Asutosh was appointed a member of the 
University Commission. Asutosh had a passion for books and he had 
left behind one of the largest and most valuable collection of books 
in India. In Asutosh the man of action and the man of imagination 
worked in perfect unison. 

JADUNATH SARKAR 


( 1870 - 1958 ) 

Originally a student of English literature in Calcutta University, 
Jadunath was drawn to tlje study of history by his desire to win the 
Premchand Roychand Scholarship. He chase to write on Aurangzeb 
and his times, won the studentship and began his life-long search for 
historical truth. He planned a monumental study of Aurangzeb - 
which soon brought him together with G.S. Sardesai. Co-operating 
closely with each other they were successful in writing sixty-six 
volumes of original historical works. Jadunath deeply impressed the 
world of learning when two volumes of The Study of Aurangzeb 
appeared in 1912. Later, he completed William Irwine’s project of 
the study of Later Moghuls in two volumes. As a by-product of the 
study on Aurangzeb, Jadunath wrote Shivaji and his Times in 1919 
in six volumes. Out of the same theme of Aurangzeb were produced 
four volumes of the Fall of the Moghul Empire. An author of 
numerous other historical works of rare distinction, Acharya 
Jadunath served as an educationist in Calcutta, Patna, Cuttack and 
Banaras and was offered the office of the Vice-Chancellor of 
Calcutta University. 


Recipient of various honours, Jadunath was famous for his 
scientific outlook, mastery over, details, balanced judgement and 
affection for young research scholars. 



Pillars of Modern India 


116 

ZAKIR HUSAIN 
( 1897 - 1969 ) 

Bom at Hyderabad, Zakir Husain had hardly finished his education 
at Aligarh when, at the call of Gandhiji, he decided to dedicate his life 
to national service, particularly in the sphere of education. In 1920 he 
helped to establish the Jamia Millia Is lamia. Completing his doctoral 
studies in Berlin, he devoted his energies to the task of developing the 
institution under very adverse conditions, both political and financial. 
While serving as its Vice-Chancellor, he gradually overcame all the 
obstacles and was successful in integrating the institution with the main 
trends of nationalism and the freedom movement. 

In 1937, Gandhiji chose Husain to preside over the National 
Committee on basic Education, which spelled out the new scheme in 
educational terms. Taking up the Presidentship of the Hindustani Talinti 
Sangh in 1938, he gave a new orientation to Indian education. In free 
India, Husain shouldered the responsibility of the Vice-Chancellor of 
Aligarh University and was associated with the University Education 
Commission, the Indian Press Commission, University Grants 
Commission, UNESCO, International Student Service, Central Board of 
Secondary Education, etc. 

Taking up the Governorship of Bihar in 1957, he became the Vice- 
President of India in 1962 and was honoured with Bharat Ratna in 
1963. When he became the President of the Indian Republic in 1967, 
he remarked "my choice to this high office has mainly, if not entirely, 
been made on account of my long association with the education of my 
people". 

SHYAMA PRASAD MUKHERJEE 
( 1901 - 1953 ) 

Born in Calcutta, Shyama Prasad, the second son of Asutosh 
Mukhopadhyay had a bright academic career. He became an advocate 
of Calcutta High Court and distinguished himself as an educationist. A 
Fellow of Calcutta University, he soon became its Vice-Chancellor at 
the young age of thirty-three. During his tenure of office between 1934 
and 1938 he piloted many schemes of educational reforms and the 
University was his only love before he whole-heartedly took to politics. 
Shyama Prasad entered the Bengal Legislative Council in 1929 as a 
Congress candidate and in 1930 as an independent. He was c| cctcd to 
the Assembly in 1937 and was returned unopposed in 1946. In 1939 he 
joined the Hindu Mahasabha and was its President from 1940 to 1944. 
A Finance Minister of Bengal, 1941-42, Shyama Prasad resigned m 
protest against the high-handedness of the Government and organised 
relief during the notorious Bengal Famine. Shyama Prasad was th 
Union Minister for Industries and Supplies for some time before he 
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resigned in April 1950 following a disagreement on Indo-Pakistan 
problems. Since then, for all practical purposes, he played the role ol 
the leader of the opposition in Parliament. 

A founder of Bharatiya Jana Sangh and its President, Shyama 
Prasad led the agitation for full integration of the Stale of Jammu and 
Kashmir with India. He passed away while he was under detention in 
Kashmir. 
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The new awakening in India gave birth to the Indian Press which, 
in its turn, contributed to the growth of national consciousness. The 
earlier newspapers like Sambad Kauniadi, Som Prakash, Rast Goftar 
and Hindu Patriot originated in the urge for social reform. But they also 
served as organs for the criticism of Government policies. Some of 
them, for example, play a significant political role by supporting the 
indigo planters in their struggle in 1860. 

The enactment of the Councils Act of 1861, which for the first time 
associated carefully chosen Indians with the Government for legislative 
work, led Indian publicists to take to political journalism. In fact the 
nationalist press grew at this point, led by Amrita Bazar Patrika - an 
Anglo-Bengali weekly turned into an English newspaper to circumvent 
the repressive Vernacular Press Act of 1878. Though the unpopular 
measure was soon repealed, the British authorities continued their 
hostility towards the Indian Press. Attempts at muzzling the press were 
repeated in 1908, 1910, 1931 and 1932. The struggle for the freedom of 
press naturally became an integral part of the struggle for freedom. The 
nationalist Press was gaining strength with the appearance of Bengali, 
The Tribune, and the Hindu - propagating a liberal nationalist view 
-Parallel to these moderate newspapers developed the organs of 
militant nationalism like Kesari, Yugantar and Bande Mata ram. They 
agitated against the partition of Bengal and spread the message of 
wadeshi and Boycott. The moderate Indian politicians started the 
Bombay Chronicle and the Searchlight and the Modem Review which 
struck a distinctive note by covering a wide range of subjects. 

... ^ heginning of a period of mass movement, following the First 
World War, galvanised the nationalist press in India. The newspapers in 
Indian languages were in the forefront along with the Young India and 

anV A dC i£ nd o ,U ' .r ieWS .P apCrS ,lke Swadcsamilran, Janmabhumi, Pratap 
nd Andhra Patnka stirred the ordinary people by communicating in 

heir own languages. The journalists and editors in India gave publicity 

libertv T,? P,S v f rc P rc f n,ative government, independence and civil 
berty. They criticised the oppressive measures of the Government and 

refom? U T»| C att f nt,0n l ° ll ? e econom 'c problems and advocated social 
reform. They always ran the risk of raising controversies and incurring 
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the displeasure of an alien Government. They were in fact combatants 
in a national struggle. 

MOTILAL GHOSH 
( 1847 - 1922 ) 

Motilal became the joint editor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika since 
March 1887 and its sole editor after the death of Mahatma Sisir Kumar 
in January 1911. In 1887 be exposed the vagaries of the Postal 
Department in bis disposition before tbe Royal Commission on Public 
Services in India. He also led the pressure of the Indian Press on the 
Government to restore Pratap Singh to his gadi in Kashmir. Under bis 
editorship the Patrika became the scourage of high-handed and despotic 
officials. Neither Lytton’s Vernacular Press Act of 1878 nor 
Lansdowne’s Official Secret Act of 1899 could curb its outspokeimess 
acainst the ill-conceived policies of the British Government. In 189U 
Motilal strongly pleaded before the Police Commission to separate the 
Police from the Magistracy in the interests of better administration o 
justice in the moffusil. An ardent advocate of the freedom of the Press 
he roundly condemned Chalmer’s sedition Law of 1898 and 
Indian official Secret Amendment Act of 1904. In 1899, Motilal joi 
the agitation against the infamous Municipal Act which officiahsed the 
Calcutta Municipality. A participant in the Allahabad Con ^ S **‘ 
of 1888, Motilal also advocated a scheme for direct re P rese ^ 
the Legislative Councils at the Bombay Congress of 1899. H 
participated in the Swadeshi movement and joined the Extremists in the 

Congress in 1907. A fearless journalist and a venerable patriot, Motilal 
helped arousing the political consciousness of the people. 

G. SUB RAM ANYA AYYAR 

^ 855 Rmn^ at Tiruvaivaru G. Subramanya Ayyar was educated at 

as ri:" 

ideas among the Tamil-speaking population of the country. 

While giving evidence before the Welby Commission on Indian 

Expenditure in 1899, Subramanya franJklyjt^Tdrain of wealth from 
on British Indian administration and y f , industries as 

of the mra, people. In 
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1905 he launched a national fund to help Indian entrepreneurs and to 
send promising Indian students to Europe for higher technical and 
scientific education. 


A radical social reformer, Subramanya always stood for the 
emancipation of Indian women. He got his widowed daughter-re¬ 
married in the face of grave opposition and even social boycott. 

GOPAL GANESH AGARKAR 
(1856-1895) 

Born at Tembhu in Maharashtra, Agarkar obtained his Master’s 
degree from Poona in 1880. Later he joined the New English School, 
founded by Tilak and his associates. He, along with Tilak, started the 
journals, Mahratta and Kcsari in 1881, and founded Fcrgusson College - 
where he worked as a Professor. Soon his emphasis on social reforms 
made him differ with Tilak, who insisted more on political action. He 
started his own paper, the Sudharak, in 1888, to which Gokhalc 
contributed articles. In 1892 Agarkar became the Principal of 
Fcrgusson College and continued to hold that office till his death. 

Agarkar’s main objective in taking up journalism was to influence 
the Government to educate the masses and to enlighten them on all vital 
issues. As a reformer, he relentlessly continued his quest for a social 
order, condemned the caste system and untouchability, deplored the 
fallen status of women and pleaded for the widow re-marriage. A 
promoter of small-scale industries, Agarkar also advocated the gradual 
industrialisation of the country. As a radical political thinker, Agarkar 
had no doubt as to India’s attainment of self-rule. He was also 
convinced that the Hindu-Muslim unity was a pre-requisite of India’s 
political liberation and advancement. 

RAM AN AND A CHATTERJI 
(1856-1943) 


A brilliant student, Ramananda was converted to Brahmoism. He 
came under the influence of Kcshab Chandra Sen and was in close 
touch with men like Herambachandra Maitra, Sivanath Sastri and 
Ananda Mohan Bose. He had a natural bent for journalism and he 
contributed regularly to The Indian Messenger, the Bengali weekly 
Sanjccvani and edited Dasi and Pradcep. He later moved to Allahabad 
as the Principal of Kayastha College and there, in 1901, founded the 
Prabasi-a distinguished magazine. Realising that the real vocation of 
his life was that of the public educator, Ramananda concentrated on 
journalism and established in 1908, the Modem Review. A galaxy of 
brilliant men including Tagore, Lala Lajpat Rai, J.C. Bose, Sunderland 
Sister Nivedita and Rev. C.F. Andrews gathered round Ramananda. A 
g-eat champion of Indian Art, he used his journals for popularising the 
Bengal School of Painting. He also introduced the new technique of 
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statistical presentation of educational and economic problems in Indian 
journalism. A courageous and patriotic journalist, Ramananda’s 
writings were invariably dispassionate, intellectual and sober. 

GANESH SHANKAR VIDYARTHI 
(1890-1931) 

Poverty prevented Ganesb Shankar Vidyarthi to pursue higher 
education, but he continued his private studies and gradually developed a 
taste for journalism by reading nationalistic Hindi dailies. He started 
writing in Hindi on social and educational problems and soon attracted the 
attention of Mahavir Prasad Dwivedi. Dwivediji took him as his assistant 
in Saraswati - the renowned monthly magazine of the day. In 1903 
Vidyarthi published the news weekly Pratap at Kanpur. The organ suffered 
from financial difficulties and often earned the governmental displeasure. 
But its founder-editor was unperturbed and the public was sympathetic. In 
1920 Pratap became a daily which began to nurse political workers and 
promising literary men. Meanwhile Vidyarthi was in jail for more than ha 
a dozen time. He was chosen the President of U.P. Provincial Committee 
and he remained as member of U.P. Legislative Council between 1926 and 
1929. At the age of 45, Vidyarthi was murdered while trying to stop a 
communal riot at Kanpur in 1931. 


M. VENKATAKRISHNAIAH 

Born in a poor family M. Venkatakrishnaiah - popularly known as 
Tatayya (grandfather) - joined the teaching profession and served Man 
Malappas School as Headmaster. A distinguished educationist he 
established schools in Mysore and an Anathalaya or board.ngs house or 
the orphans and the poor. In 1885 Venkataknshnaiab started he 
popular Kannada weekly, Vrittanta Chintamani, to propae 
nationalist and democratic ideals. Subsequently he was responsdde.for 
starting more than ten newspapers in English and Kannada, like My 
Patriot Wealth of Mysore, Mysore Herald, Hrtabodbmi, Udanta 
Chin"amani, Puma Samaja Pa.rika and Sadhvi An " ^nal,. 
Venkatakrishnaiah always stood for the freedom of the press. H 
opposed in 1908 the Newspaper Regulation Act passed by y 

I lecislative Council to put a check on the nationalist newspapers. Apa 

liiiie'.'^Vhen'^he ^ar^t^ 1 hana V pim/brcial'^ < ^t8^^ S ^*^^^|^ t ^^^g 

Mysore Slate at Bangalore Turnkur and Kadar towork ° u ^ and 

guided their activities. 
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The intellectual regeneration of the 19th century was clearly 
reflected in the literature of the country. The nationalist fervour was 
echoed and a humanistic liberal trend appeared. The creative urge 
was noticeable in the literature of all languages in India. But it was 
Rabindranath, who in his multifarious literary activities, assimilated 
all the lessons of transition-its achievements and doubts - and finally 
sought confidence in the unshakable faith in humanity. 
Distinguished literary figures wrote in every language in India. 
Bengali saw the emergence of Bankini Chandra and Sarat Chandra, 
Hindi was the vehicle of Harish Chandra and Prcm Chand and 
Persian and Urdu gave expressions to the talents of Ghalib. Tamil 
had Bharati, Malayalam Vallathol, Assamese Bczbarua and English 
Toru and Sarojini. 


With the growth of Western education came the schools of art in India 

following a European course of instruction. But no great art would be 

created in spite of the high attainments of painters of the European 

school like Ravi Vcrnia. Then Havcli, the Principal of Government 

Schools of Art in Madras and in Calcutta, initiated a discussion on 

the conflict of styles and the necessities for the Indian artists to know 

their past. The discussion coincided with the commencement of the 

Swadeshi movement in Bengal and resulted in an artistic 

movement for the "Indianness" led by Abanindranath and 

iollowed by his immediate pupils, like Nandalal. They 

explored past legacies, developed an indigenous style and 

produced a large number of outstanding works of art. There 

were also experimentalists like Gagancndranath, who worked 

outside this principal movement - rebels like Jamini Roy, who 

turned away from the mainstream - and individualists like 
Amrita Sher Gil. 


MIRZA ASADULLAH KHAN GHALIB 
( 1797 - 1869 ) 


Bom at Agra, Ghalib received a traditional education at home 
tnjoying the fruitful company of the literary personalities of his time 

to f C °T Sing VCn5CS 3t 3 tender a 8 e of ninc * ^ter he migrated 
io Delhi from Agra, where the Mughal King assigned him the task of 
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writing an authentic history of the Mughals and also conferred on him 
various honours. 

A Persian and Urdu poet of Ghazals, Ghalib was also 
renowned for his brilliantly written letters reflecting the society 
of his period. During the fateful days of 1857, he suffered to a 
creat degree and maintained a record of the tragic events in his 
famous Persian book Dastanboy. But no hardship could suppress 
his sense of hornour. 

Poetry, to Ghalib, represented a form of aesthetic and intellectual 
self assertion. The poetic tradition, which he represents, expressed 
vigorously and coherently, the response of human nature to ^ problem 
of human existence. A humanitarian, Ghalib never confined himself to 
the narrow sectarian outlook and explicity made it clear that every son 
of Adam, be he a Muslim. Hindu, or a Christian, I hold dear and regard 
as my brother". His language possesses all excellence which the 

connoisseur of Urdu Poetry cherishes. 

A popular poet, Ghalib was fortunate to see the publication of 
special editions of his Urdu Diwas during his life time. 

BANKIM CHANDRA CHATTOPADHYAYA 

<183 Bo 1 ™ 4 i ) n a prosperous faintly, Bankim Chandra was the first 
lira dilate of Calcutta University in 1858. He entered the Governnien 
Service as a Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Collector and distinguished 

SJlrSlfb^rilfJ social 

0 D n a C rs a ha C n r hen,:d h e Cr h,s a'^Jce as a thinker of 
raregime,lectual capacity, a satirist of social^ signitonce as the 
enunciator of the concept of nahona ism. Chandra became 

the model of Bengali prose style Af c f '880. 1 Bank m Ghana ^ ^ 

more engaged in defining the i ca ^ comnum j t y. Though 

responsibilities towards his ° . alive to current 

preoccupied with ethical values he was always * lf 

problems like the condition of Bengal peasant 1 Jdal 

between the English educated and the commontoM hc to 

ills Imbued with the ideas of European s nroohet of Indian 

visualise in terms of social and and 

nationalism, Bankim composed the mimojlal Ban c ^ song and 

"o -^ir fives for the country’s 

freedom. 
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BHARTENDU HARISHCHANDRA 

( 1850 - 1885 ) , . . . 

Born in a wealthy family at Banaras, Harishchandra developed his 

taste for poetry and literature at a very early age. His parents died when he 

was young and he was educated by private tutors. Harishchandra, a poet of 

the fust rank, became famous as the first writer of standard Hindi prose. It 

was on his pattern of writing that the Hindi prose developed later. 

Harishchandra wrote dramas, life sketches, travel accounts and edited 

magazines. He advocated the emancipation of women and established 

literary clubs and religious circles. Harishchandra was also a great patron 

of the Hindi writers of his time and spent most of his money for the help of 

needy writers, Kavi Samrnelans, and magazines running at a financial loss. 

For his great services as a writer and a moderniser, he received the title 

"Bhartendu" at a meeting of the pundits, literary figures and common men 

in the Town Hall of Banaras in 1880. His writings represent the agonies of 

the people, the unrest of the middle class and the urge for the progress of 

the country. Bhartendu achieved all this glory before he was thirty-five 

when he dies. 

TORU DUTT 

( 1856 - 1877 ) 

Born in the famous Dutt family of Rambagh, Calcutta, Torn went 
to Europe at the early age of thirteen and studied not only English and 
French but also the life and thought of the people there. Influenced by 
the English Romantic School of poetry and the Parnassians of the 
French literature, she returned to Calcutta in 1873. 

In 1874 Torn distinguished herself as a poet when some of her 
original poems, along with some translated from the French, found a 
place in the Bengal magazine. Two years later, the first collection of 
her poems, a Sheaf Gleaned in French Field, was published and 
wasvery well-received both in India and in England. 

Toru had developed a taste for Sanskrit, the study of which 
provided her with a variety of themes. She was one of the first to 
popularise the Puranic legends among the Westerners. He ancient 
Ballads and Legends of Hindustan, published posthumously, aimed at 
interpreting the spirit of the East to the West. The treatment in her 
poems of the simple and universal passions of humanity, in the garb of 
talcs from mythology, is exquisite and elevating. 

A victim of tuberculosis, Toru died at a very young age of 21. 

RABINDRANATH TAGORE 
( 1861 - 1941 ) 

Rabindranath, the youngest son of Maharshi Devendranath, was 
born in the famous Tagore family at Jorasanko, Calcutta. Playing truant 
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from schools, he had his education mostly at home under private tutors 
and, for one year, in the University College, London. He was reared up 
in a home teeming with creativity and started composing verses at a 
very early age. His poems regularly appeared in Bharati - a Bengali 
literary monthly. In 1885 he tried his hand at editing and took up the 
charge of Balak - a Bengali monthly for the young. Later he also edited 
the monthly Sadhana and revived Banga darsban and set up a standard 
of literary criticism through his reviews of contemporary publications. 
Meanwhile his stature as a poet grew with a distinct note of originality 
in theme and technique. Though poetry was his first and foremost love, 
Rabindranath simultaneously wrote novels and travel accounts, musical 
plays and symbolic dramas, essays and songs. The crop of his brilliant 
short stories began in 1891. His genius expressed itself through every 
form of literature, through music and dance. "Most dear to all the 
muses", Tagore in bis later years also took up painting as a medium of 
artistic expression. His work Gitanjali was published in English in 
1912 and stirred the literary public in the West. In November 1913 the 
poet was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature. The most renowned 
poet of his time, his works have been translated into many languages 
and have inspired writers and scholars, patriots and ordinary men in 
India and abroad. Deeply engaged in the problems of the prevailing 
educational system, Rabindranath spoke and wrote extensively on them. 
In December 1901 he established a school at Santiniketan - a 
Brahma chary a Ashram on the pattern of ancient forest hermitages. In 
course of time he developed in into Visva Bharati - an Internationa 
University for the different cultures of the world. A great literature and 
visionary, Rabindranath always responded to the call of his country. He 
protested against the Sedition Bills of 1898 and helped Sister Nivedita 
in organising relief for plague-victims in Calcutta in 1899. During the 
anti - partition Swadeshi movement, Rabindranath led the patriotic 
upsurge through his songs and poems and the observance of Rakm 
Bandhan (Thread of Fraternity) ceremony as a symbol of everIa ^ 
unity. He presided over the Bengal Provincial Congress Conference at Pa 
in 1908 and protested against the internment of Annie Besant in 191 /. 

Rabindranath - the "Universal man" - composed the^national 

song "Jana Gana Mana", sung for the first time at the Ca lcu ' la 5°"^“ 
session in 1911. Kinghted in 1915, Rabindranath renounced the honour 
on 30 May 1919 following the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, ,n order to 

give voice to the protest of millions of countrymen suppressod nto a 

dumb anguish of terror". Rabindranath, an admirer and cntic ot 
Gandhiji - Whom he called the Mahatma - condemnedI the authonUes 
for arresting the leader of the Salt Satyagraha and uphe d Gara^ips 
cause when he undertook fast against the Communal Award, 1932. On 
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October 1, 1931 Gumdev Tagore denounced, in a inass rally in 
Calcutta, the brutal police firing on the political prisoners at Hijli Jail. 
An internationalist, Tagore also expressed his shock when Hitler 
invaded Czechoslovakia and Japan attacked China, and rejoiced at the 
achievements of the Soviet Union in education and social welfare 
Travelled, honoured and loved in all the countries, Rabindranath earned 
with him everywhere his vision of the world. 

GAGANENDRANATH TAGORE 

(1867-1938) _ _ . 

Another product of the renowned Tagore fanuly of Jorasanko, 

Gaganendranath took to painting in his early years. He was intimately 

connected with the Swadeshi movement and had identified himselt with 

the national aspirations of his people. Gaganendranath was the moving 

spirit behind the Indian Society of Oriental Art, which was famous tor 

its annual exhibitions in Calcutta. From the beginning he abjured the 

path of traditionalism in painting. When his younger brother, 

Abanindranath, was seeking to revive and interpret the bidian heritage, 

Gaganendranath, a non-conformist, was busy in adventurist experiments. 

He made trials in the magic of light and shade and played with the cubistic 

patterns. Gaganendranath’s cartoons — often politically motivated — 

displayed his tender humanism and deep social awareness. 

LAKSHMINATH BEZBARUA 

(1868-1938) 

Born at Ahatagmi in Assam, Bezbarua studied law in Calcutta and 
later, in partnership with other, established his timer business there. 

A talented youth, he started his literary career through a journal, 
Janaki, in 1889 and subsequently distinguished himself as an eminent 
literary figure by contributing to the reputed journals of his time. 

Married to a descendant of the Tagore family, Bezbarua was 
influenced by Rabindranath, whose deep inspiration and seriousness 
ofpurpose, prepared him give a fillip to the Assamese literature after 
years of stagnation it had suffered in the past. One of the principal 
architects of Assamese literature he enriched it with all branches of 
Belles-Letters like essays, plays, fiction and poetry. A purposeful 
literary artist, Bezbarua closely associated himself with the Assamese 
society and successfully reflected it in his literary works. Bezbarua’s 
plays and poems are full of patriotic fervour and his style is a faithful 
and transparent reflection of his mind. He was the author of the 
Assamese national anthem, O Mor Aponan Desh. 

ABANINDRANATH TAGORE 

(1871-1951) 

Bom in a family (the Tagores of Jorasanko) well-known for artistic 
creativity, Abanindranath leamt the rudiments of painting at an early 
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age. He had his forma! education at Sanskrit College, Calcutta, 
developing a deep insight into the classics. But the lessons 
Abanindranath took in the art of painting was European and he found it 
difficult to clothe his Indian ideas in Western costume. The Swadeshi 
movement came as a decisive factor and Abanindranath discovered the 
Indian technique of painting by discarding the European craft. Asked 
by Havell, he joined the Art School, Calcutta, as a teacher of Indian 
painting and continued till 1915. He also taught the subject at the 
Indian Society of Oriental Art. As a teacher he allowed his students to 
grow independently but was anxious to give them on Indian 
background. In all his masterly creations and throughout his career, 
Abanindranath invariably emphasised the Indian approach to art, 
namely the search for spiritual unity between nature and man. His 
paintings reflect largely bis contemplative, imaginative life. 
Abanindranath created a true art, founded the new Bengal School of 
Painting and ennobled the profession of the artist in India. 

KUMARAN ASAN 
( 1873 - 1924 ) 

Born in Kerala, Kumaran Asan belonged to the backward Ezhava 
community. At the age of seventeen he met Narayana Guru, the inspirer 
of a social reform movement in Kerala. At the instance of the Guru, 
Asan spent five years outside Kerala for higher education. These were 
the years of his preparation as a social reformer and a poet. After his 
return to Kerala, Asan became the Secretary of the Sri Narayana 
Dharma Paripalana Yogaman organisation to work for the welfare ot the 
Exhava community. Asan spent the following sixteen years of his liie 
in various organisational works, travelling and public speaking. 

In 1907 Asan emerged as a poet when his book of poems - the 
Fallen Flowers was published. Thereafter he devoted himself fully to 
literature. The Mediations of Sita, Nalini, Leela and Karuna are some 
of his important poetic contributions. In 1924 Kumaran Asan was 

drowned in a boat accident. 

SARAT CHANDRA CHATTOPADHYAYA 


/i Ort/1 1 

Bom at Devanandapur, Hooghly, Sara! Chandia read only up to the RA. 
standard. Though lacking in formal education, he, however, was cducared at 
the school of life itself - full of varied and -cb expencnces He led a 
bohemian life, sometime working as a petty derk at a Zanundari ■ 

sometime travelling incognito as a recluse, sometime as a co.npanson to 
Bihari Zamindar. Later he went to Burma and served there as a ctcrK. 

Making his debut in the world of letters in 1913, Sa ™ t < ' hand ” f 
rose to fan,? in an astonishingly short time and was recogntsed as one o 
the most original and purposeful of Bengali novel,sts. Apart fron 
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reaching perfection as brilliant story-teller, Sarat Chandra created 
startling characters in his novels. Indranatb and Rajalakshmi of 
Srikanta, Jibananda of Dena Paona, Kama) of Sesh Prashna, 
Kiranmoyee of Charitraheen, are examples of some of his numerous 
extraordinary creations. With deep sympathy he looked at men and 
women with all their imperfections, failures and social sins. Sarat 
Chandra was not the man to throw stones at the frail humanity. He had 
to suffer for this and the critics were not wrong when they discovered in 
him an iconoclast. In a way he was a social reformer who painted 
sympathetic pictures, opening the eyes of the people to the crisis of 
prevailing social and moral values. Sarat Chandra was intensely 
nationalistic, though himself was never an active politician. His 
political novel, Pather Dabi, inspired the revolutionaries of his time and 
was banned by the Government. Though he began to write late in life, 
his powerful pen made his name a household word in Bengal. 

VALLATHOL NARAYANA MENON 
( 1878 - 1958 ) 

Vallathol Narayana Mcnon, the eminent romantic poet of Kerala, 
started composing verses even when he was a boy. He emphasised the 
glorious past of his country and believed in its liberty and great destiny. 
He adored Gandhiji and wrote a series of poems on various aspects of 
the national struggle, sustaining the freedom fighters and inspiring the 
masses. Vallathol also wrote against caste restrictions, tryrannies and 
orthodoxies. He translated a number of classical works from Sanskrit 
including the Rigvcda into simple Malayalam. Vallathol founded the 
Kerala Kalamandalam and revived the great Kathakali dance - which 
had almost fallen into oblivion. He stimulated the world’s interest in 
this great art during his tours abroad between 1950 and 1953. 

PREMCHAND 

( 1880 - 1936 ) 

Dhanpatrai, popularly known as Munshi Premchand, was born in 
Banaras district and educated at Gorakhpur. Joining as a teacher in 
1899, he became the Deputy Inspector of Schools but gave up the job 
during the Non-Cooperation Movement in 1920. He took to journalism 
and edited Madhuri, and later, Hans. 

Premchand began his literary career as an Urdu novelist and short 
story writer and soon attained distinction. In 1909, the Government 
imposed a ban on first collection of his stories entitled Soz-e-Watan 
which were full of patriotic fervour. Later, turning to Hindi, he 
distinguished himself as on the most popular story writers. But it was 
m his novels that the best in him was brought out. He continued to 
write fiction, which had been in the background for some period. It was 
he who gave fiction a prominent place in Hindi and Urdu literature. 
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Prenichand wrote about the life of the common people with 
sympathy and understanding. His writings have produced a wider and 
deeper appreciation of the social problems of the day. Premchand’s 
works have been translated into several languages, Indian as well as 
foreign, and some of them are comparable with the best literary 
creations of the world. 

V.V. SUBRAMANIA IYER 
( 1881 - 1925 ) 

V.V.S. Iyer - a prominent literary and nationalist figure of 
Madras - was bom at Varagaseri in Tiruchy district. A brilliant 
student from his school days, he passed his law examination in 1901. 
For the next six years he practised as a lawyer - first in the Tiruchy 
district and then at Rangoon. In the year 1907, Iyer left for England 
to become a barrister. A patriot from the beginning, he came in 
touch with the Indian revolutionary movement abroad. He became 
the Vice-President of the Abhinava Bharati. Iyer, already a barrister, 
apprehended trouble in England at the hands of the British 
authorities and came to France. He returned to Pondicherry in 1910 
and carried on his revolutionary activities from there. Endowed with 
literary gifts, Iyer translated Emerson’s Self Confidence into Tamil and 
wrote Brilliant biographies of Chandragupta, Washington, Napoleon and 
Garibaldi. He also wrote a book on the modernisation of armaments, 
analysing Napoleon’s warfare and the ancient Indian methods of armed 
struggle. In 1920 Iyer became the editor of the newspaper Desha Bhaktan 
and suffered imprisonment for a seditious article alleged to have been 
written by him. He founded Gurukuala at Tirunelveli in 1922. Iyer died in 
an accident at an early age of forty-four. 

SUBRAMANIA BHARATI 

( 1882 - 1921 ) . 

Born at Ettayapuram in the Tirunelveli district, Subramania showed 
promised of vintage poetry at a very early age. He was awarded the 
title of "Bharati" for successfully taking part in a literary contest. 

Following his father’s death in 1898, Bharati stayed with his aunt at 
Banaras. Learning Sanskrit and Hindi there he passed the Entrance 
examination creditably. He had a stint as a school teacher a Madurai 
before moving to Madras to take a job in the Tamil daily, Swadesamitran. 

The daily chores at the editorial desk made Bharati move towards 
agitational politics. His job took him to Congress sessions in Banaras. 
(1905) and Calcutta (1906). He met his political Gum, Sister Nivedita, at 
Calcutta. Feeling strongly for the need of a Tamil journal through which 
he could express the nationalist aspirations, he founded the daily India. 
Associating closely with the extremists in the Congress, Bharati composed 
fiery patriotic poems. He abjured mere political propaganda and g?ve 
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through India, a spiritual dimension to India’s thirst for freedom. 

Retiring to Pondicherry in 1908 to escape police prosecution, he 
wrote brilliant poetry and prose for ten years before returning to British 
India. Promptly arrested he was released at the instance of his 
wellwishers and worked in Swadesamitran again till he passed away at 
an early age of thirty-nine. Though his span of life was short his literary 
output was voluminous. His patriotic songs were of tremendous power of 
mass appeal. These songs inspired the people and aroused their national 
consciousness. Being a deeply religious man, he wrote a large number of 
devotional songs in praise of Gods and notable personalities. Apart from 
poetry, Bharati has left behind short stories and essays. 

NANDALAL BOSE 
( 1882 - 1966 ) 

The boy Nandalal came to Calcutta, from Monghyrc, in 1897 with 
a flair for painting. Academically he could not go beyond R.A. 
standard. Later he joined the Government Art School and became a 
student of Abanindranath. Nandalal’s Sati, offering herself on the pyre 
of her husband, was acclaimed as a great piece of art and claimed a 
prize in 1907 in the exhibition of the Indian Society of Oriental Art. 
With the prize money he toured all over India, visiting temples and 
examining Indian sculputre and art. Every painting he did thereafter 
was a welcome addition to the connoisseurs of art. He developed, in the 
meantime, close relations with Percy Brown, Ananda Comma is wa my, 
Okakura and other contemporary artists. His connections with Tagore 
began in 1909 when the poet asked the artist to illustrate a book of his 
poems. In 1914, Nandalal joined Santiniketan and later organised its Kala 
Bhavana. But the artist in him was not aloof from the realities of the artists. 
On Gandhiji’s invitation he decorated the pandals of Congress sessions at 
Lucknow, Haripura and Faizpur. 

Recipient of many honours, Nandalal was devoted to the Swadeshi. 
The earth colours, hand-made papers and brushes were the products of 
his sense of self-reliance. 

kanhaiyalal maneklal munshi 

( 1887 - 1971 ) 

Born at Broach in Gujarat, Munshi was educated at Baroda and 
Bombay. Enrolled as a lawyer at the Bombay High Court in 1913 he 
edited the Young India in 1915. Later, joining the Home Rule League, 
he became the Secretary of its provincial office. In 1927 he was elected 
a member of the Bombay Legislative Assembly and in 1930 he became 
a member of the Congress Working Committee. Participating in the 
Salt Satyagraha and the Civil Disobedience Movement in 1930 and 
1932, he also took an active part in the Individual Satyagraha of 1940 
and suffered imprisonment. Elected a member of the Bombay 
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Legislature in 1937, he served as the Home Minister. In 1948 he 
became India’s Agent General to Hyderabad and later served as the 
Central Minister for Food and Agriculture and as the Governor of U.P. 
He was also the Vice-President of the Swatantra Party. A great jouist, 
Munshi was one of the makers of our Constitution. He will also be 
remembered for his outstanding contributions in the various branches of 
Gujarati literature, particularly in the field of historical novels. 

An eminent educationist, Munshi was the recipient of honours from 
many educational, literary and cultural organisations. Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhawan, founded by him in 1938, is the living monument of his 
valuable services to the nation. 


JAM IN I ROY 

(1887-1972) t ^ . . . _ 

Brought up in rural surroundings in Bankura district, Janum Roy 

joined the Calcutta Art School and was trained in the Bengal School 

style When he was about thirty-four years old he was attracted towards 

the treasures and potentialities of the folk art. Unlike most of his 

contemporaries of the Bengal School who were brought up in an urban 

environment, Jamini Roy - the son of a petty landowner - was relatively 

unaffected by the disruptive tendencies of modernism. It was easier tor 

him to develop an intimate personal contact with the indigenous popular 

art of the villages. Jamini Roy adopted some of the archaic an 

primitive features of the folk art, such as, the large head, large eyes, and 

the frontal aspect and fitted them into h.s traditional training. The rcsul 

was a discovery of a style of his own. His style was as much a revival 

of folk art as a rebellion against the delicate framing and hazy eobunng 

of the Bengal School. Jamini Roy was convinced of the himla ons i 

the Bengal School, carried out researches into formal simplifies on 

and gradually evolved the highly individual idiom of expression in h,s 

later paintings. 
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The foundation of the Asiatic Society in 1784 marked the 
beginning in India of publication original articles on scientific subjects. 
The Society also acted as a forum for discussions on science and was 
largely responsible for the creation of the Indian Museum in 1856. The 
establishment of Universities in Calcutta, Madras and Bombay in 185 
further encouraged the spirit of scientific enquiry. But the most crucia 
phase in the development of Science in India began when Mahendra Lai 
Sircar founded the Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science in 
1890 The Association created a climate of advance studies in Science 
and its laboratory, established in 1890, worked as the forerunner of 
future national laboratories. Industrialists like Sir Jamscdji Tata and 
patrons like Taraknath Palit and Rashbehari Ghosh also came forward 
to promote the cause of Indian Science. The movement for science was 
no longer isolated from the social and political situation in the country 
and nationalist educationists like Asutosh Mukhopadhyay and Madan 
Mohan Malaviya took a keen interest in its growth. As the 
Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta University Asutosh organised, for the first 
time in India, post-graduate leaching and research. Meanwhile the 
pioneering endeavours were producing results, mainly through the 
genius of researchers like J.C. Bose and P.C. Ray in the last two decades 
of the 19th century. Ramanujan has been hailed as one of the greatest 
pure mathematicians since Newton, Raman and Saha made vital 
contributions to physics and Bhaba was both a distinguished researcher 
and builder of nuclear science in India. 

MAHENDRA LAL SIRCAR 
( 1833 - 1904 ) 

Mahcndralal Sircar, the reputed medical practitioner, received his 
M.B. from Calcutta University in 1863. Later, the University conferred 
upon him LL.D degree (Honories Causa). He was the Secretary of the 
Bengal branch of the British Medical Association before becoming its 
Vice-President. In 1869 he started and edited the Calcutta Journal of 
Medicine. Opposed to child marriage, he played an important role in 
the fixation of marriageable age under the Marriage Act II of 1873. 
Mahcndralal was wcll-vciscd in the Natural Sciences and Astrology and 
was eager to create a critical and enquiring spirit in the country. With 
this end in view he founded in 1876 the Indian Association for the 
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Cultivation of Science. Famous for his humanity and philanthropy he 
became a Sheriff of Calcutta. In October 1888 he was elected the 
President of the Bengal Provincial Congress Conference held in 
Calcutta. Mahendratal was also involved in the agitation against the 
ill-conceived government measure of Jury Notification in October 1892. 

JAGDISH CHANDRA BOSE 
( 1858 - 1937 ) 

Jagadish Chandra — doyen of Indian Science- was educated in Calcutta, 
Cambridge and London, and was the student of eminent teacbeis like Rev. 
Father Lafont, JLord Rayleigh and Professor Sidney Vines. On his return to 
India, he was appointed Assistant Professor of Physics in Presidency College, 
Calcutta — where he began his distinguished career as a teacher and original 
investigator with inadequate resources and equipment Inspired by the work 
of Hertz, he undertook research on electrical radiation and his findings 
appeared in the leading scientific journals of his time. On the basis of these 
investigations he earned in 1896 the D.Sc M degree from London University. 

From 1899 to 1934 Jagadish Chandra was involved in the study of 
the responses in the living and the non-living. Accepting that the 
respoase to electric stimulation would be regarded as the sign of 
livingness, he demonstrated how animal and vegetable tissues 
responded ta electrical excitation and other stimuli and established the 
parallelism between plant life and animal life. In the course of these 
enquiries, Jagadish Chandra had to devise various sensitive instruments. 
He retired from Presidency College in 1915 and founded the famous 
Bose Institute, primarily for plant physiological research. He visited 
Europe and the U.S.A. on several scientific missions and worked for 
some time (1900-1902) in the Royal Institute of London. Recipient of 
various honours, Jagadish Chandra was the General President of the 
Indian Science Congress Association in 1927 and a member of the 
League of Nations’ Committee for Intellectual Co-operation. Of deeply 
philosophical disposition, Jagadish Chandra had a remarkable taste for 
literature and art. His nobility of character also drew close to him most 
of his great contemporaries, in India and abroad. 

ACHARYA PRAFULLA CHANDRA RAY 
( 1861 - 1944 ) 

Bom in a village in Jessorc, Prafulla Chandra was educated in Calcutta. 
As a student be was inspired by the liberal views of Brahmo Samaj and was 
influenced by the ideals of Surcndra Nath Baneijec. Following a brilliant 
academic career be went to Edinbuigb for further studies. In addition to the 
study of Chemistry on which he excelled, be had won laurels for his essay on 
the Condition of India. Returning to India, Prafulla Chandra started his 
teaching career in Presidency College, Calcutta, felt the necessity of teaching 
science through the mother tongue and wrote primary textbooks in Bengali. 
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He soon developed an insight in the social and econo,tnc impheahons 
of science and a faith in the power of sconce to ameliorate the 
conditions of man and society. Prafulla Chandra gave a practical shape 
to his ideas by founding the Bengal Cbcnucal and Phanraceutica 
Works On the invitation of Asutosh Mukhopadhyay he joined Calcutta 
University as its Professor of Chemistry. A pioneer of chenucal 
research in India, Prafulla Chandra won recognition in many quartos, 
in and outside the country. His monumental work. History of Hindu 
Chemistry was the product of his extensive learning. Living a lite ot 
ascetic self denial, he mixed freely with his students as equab and 
inspired them. A scientist and a teacher of science, Prafulla Chandra 
was devoted to all forms of public activities relating to social service, 
health and the economic life of the people. At crucial times be also 
participated in politics by saying: "Science am afford to wait, but 
Swaraj cannot". Prafulla Chandra passed away in 1944, after a life-time 
of service for the regeneration of India. 


UPENDRANATH BRAHMA CHARI 
( 1875 - 1946 ) 

Born at Jamalpur, Upendranath Brahmachari had a brilliant 
academic career and obtained his Ph.D., in Physiology, in 1904 for his 
researches on "Haemolysis". He entered the Provincial Medical Service 
and worked at Dacca and Calcutta. While working as a lecturer of 
Medicine in Campbell Medical School he carried on most of his 
researches on Kala-Azar and it was here that he made his monumental 
discovery of "Urea Stibaniinc". In the course of his researches 
Brahmachai drew attention to a skin manifestation of the infection 
"Dermal Leishmanoid", a new tropical disease, which had hitherto been 
mistaken for leprosy. Early in 1921 he discovered a urea antimony 
compound for the treatment of Kala-Azar and its introduction opened 
up a new vista in the treatment of the disease. Even after retirement 
from his service, Brahmachari carried on researches and won 
international reputation as a scholar. He was associated with various 
learned societies in India and abroad. He was the President of Indian 
Science Congress in 1936 and twice held the office of the President, 
Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal. 


SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN 
( 1887 - 1920 ) 

Ramanujan, the mathematical prodigy, was born at Erode in a poor 
Brahmin family. He showed extraordinary talent before he was ten, and 
by the time he turned thirteen he was recognised as a wonder boy. His 
interest into abstruse problems in mathematics came to the notice of 
senior mathematicians in Madras when Ik was about twenty-three yeais old. 


Struggling to find a foot-hold in life - his college career being 
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incomplete - he became a clerk in the office of the Port Trust of 
Madras in 1912. But he devoted every moment of his spare time to 
mathematics, which had become a passion with him. Professor Hardy 
of Cambridge - one of the foremost mathematicians of the time-came to 
know of Ramanujan’s extraordinary mathematical gifts and invited him 
to Cambridge. Through the efforts of his Indian well-wishers and 
Professor Hardy, Ramanujan was able to join the Cambridge and 
undertook research in Mathematics during his five yeais’ stay there. 

Apart from the numerous scholarly published research papers, 
Ramanujan left a mass of unpublished findings. When he was thirty, he 
was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of London and a Fellow of 
the Trinity College, Cambridge. In 1919 he returned to India following 
a deterioration in his death and passed away prematurely the next year. 

CHANDRASEKHARA VENKATA RAMAN 
( 1888 - 1970 ) 

Born in Tiruchirapally, Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman studied at 
Vishakhapatnam and Madras and was a distinguished student. Even as 
an under-graduate he took up original investigations in acoustics and 
optics and his reports were published in scholarly journals. 

Entering the Indian Finance Department through a competitive 
examination, he served the Government for ten years and 
simultaneously continued his researches. 

Back to bis first love, he served as the Professor of Physics in 
Calcutta University from 1917 to 1933, in addition to being the 
Secretary of the Indian Association for the Cultivation of Sciences. 
During his period he worked on various topics and toured America and 
Europe extensively. His researches on the scattering of light led to the 
discovery of the phenomenon that bears his name - the Raman Effect. 
This discovery and his other valuable contributions brought him the 
coveted Nobel Prize in 1930. He was also the founder editor of the 
Indian Journal of Physics (1926). Going to Bangalore in 1933, Raman 
worked in the Indian Institute of Science, and, along with others, 
founded the Indian Academy of Sciences in 1934. He started his 
Raman Research Iastitute at Bangalore in 1951. 

Raman was the recipient of various honours, including the Bharat 
Ratna in 1954. 

A lover of nature and flowers, Raman devoted a large part of his 
time, during his later years, on original experiments on colours ot 
flowers and their origin and on the physiology of vision. He had once 
remarked : "Science is my religion and I intend to pursue it till the end . 
C.V. Raman was true to his words throughout his life. 
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British rule had by the end of the 19th century transformed India 
into a typical colony - a market for British manufactures, a source of 
raw materials and food grains and a field for the investment of British 
capital. The total subjection of Indian interests to the British resulted 
in a disruption of the Indian economy. The rise of landlordism and 
money lending, the exorbitant revenue demand on the peasant 
cultivators and the lack of any effort to improve agricultural practices 
led to prolonged stagnation in agricultural production. The 
preponderance of cheap machine-made goods ruined India’s urban and 
rural handicrafts. The drain of India’s wealth and resources and the 
prevalence of extreme poverty among the Indian people plagued the 
country into a state of chronic ecnonmic under development. In such a 
depressed situation Indian enterprise had little chance of making any 
significant contribution towards the country’s economic progress. The 
Raj also slighted and stifled many undertakings of Indian capital. 


The development of modern industry in India really began in the 
second half of the 19th century. It was, however, confined mainly to 
mining, plantations and textiles. Of these, only the textile industry was 
supported by Indian capital. The Swadeshi Movement (1905) and the 
boycott of British goods led to some Indian entrepreneurial activities. 
Cotton mills grew in number, steel and hydro-electric plants came into 
existence and joint stock banks were formed. But the growth was 
negligible in the face of competition from British monopolies, fortified 
with official assistance. Competition from foreign-made articles was 
relaxed during the First World War - facilitating briefly the cause of 
Indian industries. But the end of the was saw a resumption of foreign 
competition and the progress of Indian capitalist class was halted, 
except some sporadic developments in the direction of starting sugar 
and cement factories and encouraging shipping. There was, however, a 
growth in the production of consumers’ goods between 1930s and 

C 40S - J J, ndi ? n industriaI activities were also increased during the 
Second World War, primarily due to a demand for war materials and the 
restriction on imports. But the industrial transformation of the country 
was still very distant. Capital goods, technical education and chemical 
factories - some of the basic elements of industrialisation - made little 
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progress. The trend throughout was towards not an independent, 
industrial capitalist economy, but a dependent under - developed, 
colonial economy. 

JAMSETJI NUSSERWANJI TATA 
( 1839 - 1904 ) 

Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata was initiated into the techniques and 
standards of trade by his father. Travelling abroad he gained experience 
and developed a modern scientific outlook. Successful as a 
businessman and an industrialist, he was present at the birth of the 
Indian National Congress in 1885 and contributed generously to its 
funds. A pioneer in town planning schemes, Tata was largely 
responsible fora modernised Bombay city. His introduction of the new 
machinery effected a vast improvement in the production of cotton yam 
in India. Tata realised that India’s greatness would depend on scientific 
knowledge, power and steel. He devoted the maturest years of his life 
and a substantial part of his fortune to three great enterprises - the 
Indian Institute of Science at Bangalore, the Hydro-electric schemes 
and the Iron and Steel Works at Jamshedpur. Simple and modest by 
nature, Tata led his country in the direction of science and 
technology-towards gradual industrialisation. 


ROMESH CHUNDER DUTT 
( 1848 - 1909 ) 

Coming from a family of intellectuals of Calcutta, Dutt passed the 
I.C.S. Examination in 1869 and served the Government ,n various 
capacities till he became the first Indian Regional Commissioner i 
1894 Resigning his post in 1897, be took up a lecturership in London 

and deShis^ner^es on scholarly activities He also p^ed ov 

the Congress at Lucknow in 1899. Back in India m 904, h saved 

Baroda State as its Revenue Minister and subsequentiyaslhcP c 

Minister. An outstanding and pioneering figure in the field of econ0 " 
investigation, Dutt, in his books inquired into the vanous Ind an 
problems like the poverty of cultivators, the meurrent famn^ 
burdens of land tax, the decline of indigenous industries, h P 
foreign capital and the burden of the "Home rs 1^1902 

land revenue brought him into a controversy w,,h T >rd .? , ™" 0 " c d 
Hi<; Fronomic History of British India, in which P 

economic drain of India's resources, was a mastcrly conuncntary o ^ 

-JEM 

^r^«~h Cbunder was a„ that the rising 



Economic Development 


139 


Indian intelligentsia aspired to be. 

MOKSHAGUNDAM VISVESVARAYA 
( 1861 - 1962 ) 

Bom in Kolar District of Mysore, Visvesvaraya was educated at 
Bangalore and Poona and became an expert in civil and irrigation 
engineering. He rose to the position of Superintending Engineer in 
Bombay PAV.D. - the highest post then open to Indians. As the most 
able engineer he was deputed by Morley, the Secretary of State for 
India, to prepare schemes for water supply and drainage in Aden. Later 
he served the Nizam of Hyderabad and prepared schemes to protect 
Hyderabad from Hoods. 

When he became the Dcwan of Mysore State in 1912, he 
introduced several constitutional reforms. He separated the Executive 
from the Judiciary and established a university in Mysore in 1916. He 
also encouraged private industries in the Slate. 

After retiring from the State services he was engaged, as the 
leading consultant, in designing schemes for water supply and 
irrigation. His greatest contribution lies in his dream of economic 
progress through industrialisation. 

V.O. CHIDAMBARAM PILLAI 
( 1872 - 1936 ) 

Bom at Ottappidaram in Tirunelveli district, Chidambaram was 
educated in Madras and enrolled as a lawyer at Tuticorin. Deeply 
shocked at the partition of Bengal in 1905 and inspired by the 
agitation, he firmly resolved to complete with the British in the 
economic sphere. Promoting the cause of Swadeshi, he launched a 
campaign to boycott foreign goods and founded a weaving factory and 
a co-operative society at Tuticorin. 

Chidambaram fought against the foreign stranglehold of Indian 

economy and in spile of stiff opposition from the European 

monopolists started the Swadeshi Steam Navigation Company with a 

capital of ten lakhs - the individual share being rupees ten. He also 

organised Indian workers against their foreign masters’ exploitarv 
tactics. r J 


The British capitalists, out of vengeance, involved Chidambaram in 
a case of alleged treason for which he was sentenced for life, but was 
released on the eve of the Coronation of the King in 1911. He had to 
ive from hand to mouth as his right of practice had been taken away. It 
was eventually restored to him, but only after great difficulty. 

V t v° Se associate of Sn Aurobindo, Chidambaram also edited the 
hil'people' 1 ^ H ' ndU NeSan ^ gencratcd nationalist fervour among 


Pillars of Modern India 


111) 

WALCHAND HIRACHAND 
( 1882 - 1963 ) 

Walchand was born at Sholapur in Maharashtra and had his 
education at Poona and Bombay. A leader in many Gelds of industrial 
activity insurance, mining, cement, ship-building, aviation and 
automobiles - he took up his business career in the face of heavy odds 
and opposition from foreign vested interests. 

Daringly encountering the stiff resistance of the foreign 
monopolists, Walchand successfully launched the Scindia Steam 
Navigation Company in 1919, and ultimately brought it to the forefront 
of all Indian industrial ventures. Similarly, associating himself with 
numerous concerns like the Premier Construction Company, the 
Premier Automobiles, Ravalgaon Sugar Farm Ltd., Walchand, 
throughout his life, strove hard for the development of Indian 
enterprise. 

In 1927, Walchand was elected the President of the Indian 
Merchants Chamber, Bombay, and for several year remained President 
of the Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce. In 1932, he became the 
President of the Federation of the Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry and the Indian National Committee of the International 
Chamber of Commerce. The following years he was elected the 
President of the All India Organisation of Industrial Employers and also 
represented the Indian employees at Geneva. 



